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Something  special...
Caitlin’s Crafty Creations was established in 2005 and is very much a family 

handcrafted jewellery affair. Karen, her daughters Caitlin and Melinda, and sister 

Janine design and manufacture a range of quality handcrafted jewellery whilst 

husband Bevon and son Scott take care of product marketing and distribution.

 Our range of handcrafted jewellery has all been designed and hand made in 

house in our studio. All materials used to construct our products - including 

the finest quality Sterling Silver and 14kt Gold-Filled materials, genuine 

Swarovski Crystals and Pearls, Freshwater Pearls and Lampwork Glass 

Beads - have been handpicked from the finest suppliers sourced 

both locally and overseas. 



Visit our online shop to view our diverse range of quality hand crafted 

necklaces, bracelets, anklets, pendants, earrings and unisex jewellery.

Are you looking for that unique piece of custom made jewellery? Do you want 

value for money and demand high quality workmanship? If this sounds like you, 

please get in touch with our team at Caitlin’s Crafty Creations. We will be only too 

happy to discuss your particular requirements and come up  

with unique and affordable custom made jewellery for you.

...just for you
VISIT OUR NEW ONLINE SHOP TODAY

www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au

crafty creationscrafty creations
Caitlin's

www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au
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Life is Sweet

bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au

A lovely blog filled with recipes 
& free decorating tutorials
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Dedicated to my beautiful mum, 
Rita  - I miss you every day x

Another year almost over - I can’t quite  
believe how quickly this year has gone. 

I am delighted to share with you our latest issue of 
tickle - filled with ideas and inspiration for the Summer 
holidays.

The title of this issue ‘metamorphose’ was inspired 
by one of my favourite artworks by MC Escher. The 
underlying theme for stories is transformation and 
change - be that in life, business or simply the seasons. 

tickle will be going through somewhat of a 
transformation in the new year as we move into a 
digital format. So, this will be the last print issue of tickle 
for a little while. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
the wonderful people who have helped make tickle 
in print possible - readers, subscribers, advertisers, 
partners, ambassadors, friends, family and, of course, 
the tickle team. There aren’t words to express my 
gratitude. You helped me realise a dream - thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.

Tanya Collier
Editor
editor@tickletheimagination.com.au

hello!

A favourite memory from 2015 - meeting Janine from 
Uppercase magazine - such 
an amazing lady! Tx

mailto:editor@tickletheimagination.com.au
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ELLE ROBERTS
business editor

business coach & marketing strategist
www.elleroberts.me

TANIA McCARTNEY
bookshelf editor
author, editor, reviewer

www.taniamccartney.com

CONNIE TRINH
marketing & advertising
connie@tickletheimagination.com.au

HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON 
craft editor & ambassador

blossom & cat
www.blossomandcat.com.au

KRISTY SCADDAN 
stockists 

kristy@tickletheimagination.com.au

LINDA VANDERMEER
sweet treats editor

bubble & sweet
bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au

special thanks to the 

tickle team + ambassadors
This wonderful group of people help make tickle possible - contributing stories and 
helping spread the word about our beautiful magazine - thank you x

RENATA COOPER
ambassador

forming circles
www.formingcircles.com.au

SALLY WICKS & JANE EKHOLM
ambassador

sally and jane
www.sallyandjane.com.au
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LAUREN WRIGHT
ambassador
molly and mama

www.mollyandmama.com.au

JANMAREE LOWE
ambassador
Love Handmade

www.love-handmade.com.au

DEBORAH DAVEY
ambassador

two cheeky monkeys
madeit.com.au/TwoCheekyMonkeys

ALISHA HINDS
ambassador

artist
www.alishahinds.com

ALLISON YOUNG
ambassador

allybee designs
www.allybeedesigns.com

KYLIE McGINNITY
ambassador

handmade kids
www.handmadekids.com.au

SAMANTHA ORMISTON
ambassador

the handmade business mentor
thehandmadebusinessmentor.com

KATE WATERS
ambassador

handmade cooperative
www.handmadecooperative.com.au

DENI FOWLE
ambassador

free range living
www.freerangeliving.co

VANESSA GOWANS
ambassador

bobkin
www.bobkin.bigcartel.com

REBECCA WADGE
ambassador

sew darn nice
www.sewdarnnice.com.au

BEC JONES
ambassador
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and a big thank you to our 

guest contributors

AMY PLAMER-MILLIN 
kookery

www.kookery.com.au

INES PANDZIC
by the sea

www.inespandzic.com

EMMA COLLETT
splendid love dry goods
www.SplendidLoveShop.etsy.com

NATALIE LANE
corner block studio
www.cornerblockstudio.com

BEATRICE (BEA) FAGERSTRÖM
AusSwede 

www.ausswededesign.weebly.com

MICHELLE SMITH
michelle takes photos  

www.michelletakesphotos.com.au

JANMAREE LOWE
love handmade

www.love-handmade.com.au

ALLISON DEY MALACARIA 
sweater doll

www.sweaterdoll.etsy.com

LINDA SIMPSON
claudette and hester handmade
facebook.com/ClaudetteAndHesterHandmade

MICHELLE BUCHANAN
avonlea photography

www.avonleaphotography.com.au

ROSE ALEXANDER
rose photography

www.instagram.com/rose.photography
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ribbons, embellishments & craft supplies $6.50 express post for orders over $50
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THE HANDMADE MARKET  
OPEN ALL DAY EVERY DAY

Facebook.com/madeit.com.au            Twitter.com/madeit         
Pinterest.com/madeit                   Instagram.com/madeitmadeit.com.au
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THE HANDMADE MARKET  
OPEN ALL DAY EVERY DAY

madeit.com.au/LilChiclets madeit.com.au/Stalley madeit.com.au/RubysQuilts

madeit.com.au/MosaicTreasure madeit.com.au/Resinating madeit.com.au/vintagechenille

madeit.com.au/MyLittleGiraffe madeit.com.au/thelittlecardboutique madeit.com.au/StampedOn

madeit.com.au/pleatsandtreats madeit.com.au/PurplefishDesigns madeit.com.au/Inspiredbymum
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thank you for sharing the tickle love!
We love seeing your snaps, thank you for sharing x

@tickletheimagination
#tickletheimagination

@hellosweetmae

@sallyandjaneclutches

@lolliandbean
@avonleaphotography

@themakegoodco
@stylecultivator @quirkorium

@whencarametrex

@caspacreations

tickletheimagination.com.au
http://instagram.com/hellosweetmae
http://instagram.com/sallyandjaneclutches
http://instagram.com/lolliandbean
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http://instagram.com/quirkorium
http://instagram.com/whencarametrex
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transform your recycling 
into something lovely  
WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON –  BLOSSOM & CAT

Every year, millions of tonnes of 
tin cans, glass bottles, jars and 
paper is thrown away. 

Here are some very simple  
ideas for how to transform 
everyday rubbish into 
something lovely.

tickletheimagination.com.au 15

tickletheimagination.com.au
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transform a tin can into  
a herb garden ...
You will need

+ Recycled tins

+ Potting mix

+ Herb plants

+ Lolly sticks

STEP 1  Wash out the tin cans thoroughly and soak off 
the labels. Be careful of sharp edges.

STEP 2  Punch several holes in the bottom of the tins 
for drainage. 

STEP 3  Place some pebbles in the bottom of the tin 
then fill with potting mix. Plant your favourite herbs.

STEP 4  To make the cute marker sticks, paint some 
lolly sticks any colour you like and write the names of 
the herbs using a chalk marker.

STEP 5  Water your plants, pop onto a garden wall or 
kitchen windowsill and watch them grow!

tip ...
Recycled tin cans also look fantastic painted! Use a 
primer and acrylic paint to create your own brilliant 
designs.

16 tickletheimagination.com.au
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transform glass bottles and jars into ...
You will need

+ Glass jars and bottles

+ Twine, PVA glue and paintbrush 

+ Wire, pliers and wire cutters

Vases
STEP 1 Use a paintbrush to paint approx 2cm of PVA at the bottom of the glass bottle.

STEP 2  Starting from the bottom, coil the twine around the bottle. Press the twine firmly 
and push gently downwards as you go so each coil butts up next to the previous one.

STEP 3  Continue to glue and coil the twine until you get to the top of the bottle. Cut the 
twine and press the end down fimly.

Tea light holders
STEP 1 Wrap the wire around the top of the jar, create a small loop to secure, 
then wrap in the opposite direction. Wrap several times to create a wire collar 
around the top of the jar. Secure by twisting the end of the wire through the 
collar with your pliers.

STEP 2  To make the handle, cut a short length of wire and bend a small loop 
at each end. Thread through the wire around the neck of the jar and pinch to 
secure.

Mini Planters
Place some mini pebbles into the bottom of the jar for drainage. Add some 
potting mix and pop in a small plant or succulent.

18 tickletheimagination.com.au

tickletheimagination.com.au
tickletheimagination.com.au


tickletheimagination.com.au 19tickletheimagination.com.au 19

tickletheimagination.com.au
tickletheimagination.com.au


20 tickletheimagination.com.au

transform a magazine or book 
into a garland ...
You will need

+ A magazine or book

+ Paper punch

+ Thin twine

+ A glue stick

STEP 1 Punch lots and lots of circles!

STEP 2 Take a circle and spread it with glue.

STEP 3 Lay the twine across the centre.

STEP 4 Place a second circle on top to cover the 
twine.

STEP 5 Press firmly.

STEP 6 Repeat steps 2 to 5 until your garland is as 
long as you like!

Ta-daa!

20 tickletheimagination.com.au
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Connect • Support • Educate • Promote
The WA Etsy Team is all about…...

Ali JAtelier de Joie Micalu Tangled Fork Designs

Liz Briggs DesignsFox Hill Llamas ceramic snippetsByDii Wearable Art

Anam Cara Bears

French Attic Design

Osmosis Designs

Tierra Ecologia

Anne Gee Art

Rhapsody and ThreadThe Little Makery

These are 
some of our 

amazing Team 
Members… we 
have over 800 

in total!

Shop our Team members' work on Etsy  
by searching the keywords ‘wa street team’

Join us online at... 
+ wastreetteam.weebly.com 

+ facebook.com/wastreetteam  
+ etsy.com/au/teams/11638/western-australia-street-team 

+ etsy.com/pages/wastreetteam 

& find us in store at

+ Connecting West Australian Etsy 
sellers with retail opportunities
+ Providing a supportive 
environment to nurture our creative 
entrepreneurs at all stages of their 
journey

+ Encouraging WA artisans to 
further their knowledge and skills and 
develop their confidence
+ Promoting the creative talent of 
our Team members by sharing their 
products, stories and successes

facebook.com/thetasty
pea

runchartedcollective.com.au

The Tasty Pear
in Bassendean

UnchARTed Collective
in Mount Lawley

Bron’s Ceramics

http://www.alijart.com.au
http://www.joiev.com
http://www.facebook.com/MicaluDesigns
http://www.lizbriggsdesigns.etsy.com
http://www.foxhillllamas.etsy.com
http://www.ceramicsnippets.com
http://www.facebook.com/byDii
http://www.facebook.com/anamcarabearsbyroxi
http://www.frenchatticdesign.com
http://www.facebook.com/OsmosisDesigns
http://www.tierraecologia.etsy.com
http://www.annabella67.com
http://www.rhapsodyandthread.etsy.com
http://www.instagram.com/thelittlemakery
http://wastreetteam.weebly.com
http://facebook.com/wastreetteam
http://etsy.com/au/teams/11638/western-australia-street-team
http://etsy.com/pages/wastreetteam
http://www.facebook.com/thetastypear
http://www.unchartedcollective.com.au
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Fringe 
Necklace and 
Loop Earrings 

These colourful hand-dyed jewels 
will dress up any outfit for the 
festive season. Based in Melbourne, 
Astrid is currently travelling in South 
East Asia but she’s still making, so 
who knows where your goodies will 
arrive from? Made By Astrid  
www.madebyastrid.com

Air Plant Bubble 

Handmade, felted llama fibre vessels from 
the cutest llamas you’ve ever seen. The 
perfect place to rest your air plant. Fox Hill 
Llamas www.FoxHillLlamas.etsy.com

Little Hex 
Timber Serving 
Board 

Little Lumberjack is the brainchild of 
Jen Yani, graphic designer turned 
woodworker. All products are made 
from locally-sourced, sustainable 
timber, and finished with organic 
coconut oil. The best place to serve 
your festive fare. Little Lumberjack 
www.littlelumberjack.com

Bamboo Christmas 
Trees 

Designed and laser-cut in Melbourne, this 
set of three bamboo Christmas trees could 
be left as-is or you could add your own 
creative flourish. The Little Card Boutique 
www.thelittlecardboutique.com.au

Copper Leaf Bangle 

I’m a huge fan of Nicola at Pip and the Sea in Sydney, who 
uses sustainable eco-resin. Turning waste into something 
beautiful, this bangle is certainly something very beautiful.
Pip and the Sea www.PipandtheSea.etsy.com

Cotton Bird 
Scarf 
This cotton voile scarf is a lovely 
summer accessory. I see it 
accompanied by big sunglasses 
and a large hat while sipping iced 
tea in a relaxed outdoor cafe. Bliss. 
Twig www.madeit.com.au/twig

tickletheimagination.com.au
www.madebyastrid.com
www.FoxHillLlamas.etsy.com
www.littlelumberjack.com
www.thelittlecardboutique.com.au
beautiful.Pip
beautiful.Pip
www.PipandtheSea.etsy.com
www.madeit.com.au/twig


tickletheimagination.com.au 23

find Karen online >
Karen Wasson 

- maker and supporter of all 
things handmade

Karen Wasson MY HANDMADE ADVENTURE
  

TiPi Side Table 

At the tippy-top of my Christmas wish list is this 
TiPi side table. The most stunning combination of 
function and design, it’s handmade in Melbourne 
from recycled Blackbutt timber or recycled 
Wormy Chestnut timber. I am completely in love. 
Yard Furniture www.yardfurniture.com.au

Fabric Storage 
Basket 

Hello! These fabric baskets certainly 
are sweet and would make a 
great alternative to wrapping 
gifts. Imagine popping a beautiful 
handmade gift in a beautiful 
handmade basket.  
Find them at Hello Sweet Mae  
www.madeit.com.au/hellosweetmae

Sea Dreaming 
Resin Vase  
Marina creates these beautiful hand-cast 
resin pieces. I’m thinking that a beautiful 
vase must encourage the gift of beautiful 
flowers. One can but try. Resinating   
www.resinating.com.au

Ceramic Star Ornaments 
Carefully handmade from high grade porcelain, these stars 
would look absolutely stunning on any Christmas tree, or  
make a very special addition to gift-wrapping. Springwood 
Porcelain www.springwoodporcelain.com.au

Tassel Bookmark
One day I might get to read a book again! 
When I do, one of these tassel bookmarks 
would be just the thing to keep my place. 
The Crafty Roo Paper Studio  
www.thecraftyroopaperstudio.com.au

www.myhandmadeadventure.blogspot.com.au

When not wrangling her three children 
under five, Karen Wasson is a passionate 
maker and supporter of all things 
handmade.

On her blog, you will discover adventures in 

knitting, baking, sewing and more, including 
crafty challenges and experimentation. 
Karen shares her successes ... and not quite 
successes... and she also showcases the 
talents of other amazing Australian makers. 
Be sure to pop by and say hello!

tickletheimagination.com.au 23
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Copper Bowls 

A chic and stylish home comes naturally 
with these copper bowls by minty wares. 
www.mintywares.etsy.com

Polka Dot Pouch 

Reminiscent of an Audrey Hepburn dress, you may 
not become a movie star with this pouch by One 
Busy Sloth, but your makeup brushes will thank you. 
One Busy Sloth www.onebusysloth.etsy.com

Copper Tray 
Make your home as stylish as that boutique resort 
you’ve been dreaming about with these chic trays by 
Zen Botanics. www.zenbotanics.com.au

Mason Jars 
I just adore mason jars, and have them scattered 
around my home. Add some sunny cheer to any 
space with these hand-printed jars by made by LT. 
www.MadeByLTshop.etsy.com

Silver Ring 

Make a statement with this solid sterling silver 
ring. Inspired by architecture, but oh so chic and 
sexy. Jac & Hugo www.jacandhugo.com 
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 www.cecilandberyl.com   |   www.facebook.com/cecilandberylfind Jill online >Jill Edwards  
- designer and seamstress

Jill Edwards CECIL AND BERYL

Wildflower Ring 
Add some romance to the everyday with 
this pretty ring by Annie Little Sheep.  
www.AnnieLittleSheep.etsy.com
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Floral Straws 
Conjuring images of Liberty of 
London fabrics, these sweet straws 
are too pretty to use … well. almost. 
Available from Penny Lane Studio 
www.ByPennyLaneStudio.etsy.com

Gold Ring 
Who says you can’t drink your champagne 
and have it too? With this ring by Topaz 
Turtle, you can! www.topazturtle.com

Alice Nightingale 
Okay, I’ll admit it— I have a slight crush on all 
Alice Nightingale clothing. From brunching with 
friends to running the kids around, this outfit is 
just perfect. www.alicenightingale.com

Jill Edwards is the designer and seamstress 
behind kids fashion label Cecil and 
Beryl. She is passionate about organics, 
shopping local, being sustainable and all 
things handmade. She believes we can 
still live stylishly and beautifully while being 
eco-friendly.

A self-confessed DIY addict, Jill always 
has more than one project on the go. 
When she’s not sewing, you’ll find her 
baking, reading, painting (furniture), trying 
to garden, or hanging out with her hubby 
and five kids. And, of course, a good 
organic coffee is never far from reach. 
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The new [make it] range features the cutest collection 
of craft kits with projects to suit all skill levels! Learn 

to stitch with our easy ‘follow & stitch’ hoop kits, 
cross stitch a miniature Australian bird, create your 

own pretty felt floral brooch, and more! 

Craft Kits • Craft Accessories • Iron-on Motifs

J.Leutenegger Pty Ltd / t: 02 8046 4100 / f: 02 8046 4199 / e: cservice@leutenegger.com.au / www.leutenegger.com.au
For more information and stockists please contact Leutenegger:

http://www.leutenegger.com.au
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artefacts to artwork

The Anesbury Frame Collection includes 
a Book Frame, Record Jacket Frame 
and Card Frame, each handcrafted 
by Natalie from recycled Australian 
hardwood and cotton cord. The 
clever design makes it easy to switch 
your display, so you can update 
your wall art to keep inspired and 
to match your current taste and 
interests.

As a special collaboration, Natalie 
teamed up with stylist Beatrice 
Fagerström and three independent 
stores to gather together some 
unconventional works of art.

Natalie Lane, the designer and maker 
behind Corner Block Studio, has invented a 
collection of frames that transform items 
from around your home into inspiring, 
ever-evolving works of art. 

WORDS NATALIE LANE | STYLING BEATRICE (BEA) FAGERSTRÖM | PHOTOGRAPHY MICHELLE SMITH
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Summer has come to greet us with colour and heat. We 
welcome this new colour palette into our life and feel the 
holiday season beckoning. With these fun thoughts rattling 
around, Bea and I make our way to West End, Brisbane, to 
catch up with the owners of three brilliant independent stores: 
Nook Brisbane, Junky Comics and Jet Black Cat Music. 

We step off the humid footpaths and into these welcoming 
spaces with our eyes on the look-out for some fresh and uplifting 
images. These spaces are not art galleries, but we are looking 
for art. 

We peruse Nook in little steps, admiring all the treasures that 
line this gift shop. Standing in front of the wall of gift cards, Bea 
admires the illustrations and says, ‘A lot of people underestimate 
cards, but in my mind they are a perfect piece of affordable 
art.’ Founder and curator of Nook, Michelle Gillies, loans 
us a precious selection of Australian-designed cards and 
homewares.

Onwards to Junky Comics and things get a little hip. I want 
to lay back with a beverage and read all afternoon. Vlada 
Edirippulige talks about the books that fill her store. ‘Comic 
books are a wonderful medium for storytelling. The marriage of 
illustration and the written word make for a completely different 
experience of consuming work. I think that comics and zines are 
an artwork in themselves.’
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Some cruisy tunes set the tone in Jet Black Cat Music, along 
with a casual ‘hi’ from Shannon Logan, the groovy music lover 
who opened this store. It’s a pleasure to flick through the racks 
of LPs and imagine what sounds inspired the album artwork. 
As Shannon describes the musicians and their work, Bea and I 
select records to feature in the photoshoot. 

The backdrop to our summer holiday-themed shoot is an 
airy 1950s Queenslander home. We combine our bounty of 
artefacts from the collaborating stores with the Anesbury Frame 
Collection to create a playful gallery wall in the living room. 
Photographer Michelle Smith joins us to capture everything on 
camera. Matty and Leila decide it’s a fun place to hang out, 
and come inside for a bite of watermelon. 
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It’s my hope that these images inspire you to re-imagine 
everyday objects as wall art. Consider creating a space 
that can easily evolve to display what inspires you. 
Bea says, ‘It’s important to choose art that you feel 
connected to. Decide on a specific colour scheme and 
go from there.’.

When you read a touching quote, reminisce about a 
favourite band or receive a card from a loved one, you 
may have found a perfect work of art. 
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credits
Natalie Lane, Corner Block Studio 
www.cornerblockstudio.com

Beatrice (Bea) Fagerström, AusSwede 
www.ausswededesign.weebly.com 

Michelle Smith, Michelle Takes Photos  
www.michelletakesphotos.com.au

Nook - www.nookbrisbane.com

Junky Comics - www.junkycomicsbrisbane.com 

Jet Black Cat Music - 72A Vulture St, Brisbane QLD, 4101 
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2. Jet Black Cat Music

places to go ..
.

1. Nook - 19 
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West En
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2. Jet 
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3. Junky Comics - 93
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1. Nook

3. Junky Comics
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Splendid Vintage Embroidery 
Christmas Tree Ornaments
TUTORIAL AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY EMMA COLLETT OF SPLENDID LOVE DRY GOODS

I have collected vintage embroidered doilies and hankies for decades, and 
although I love them, I don’t use them. They have always been hidden away in a 
drawer and I realised they deserved better than that! I decided to get creative.

Cutting up the first doily to make an ornament was difficult, but since then, that ornament has hung in my 
house where I can admire the beautiful embroidery work every day. 

These vintage embroidered Christmas trees are destined to become much-loved ornaments, and the 
skilful work of the women who made these doilies can be treasured for many years to come.

you will need ...

+ a piece of cardboard, 25cm x 25cm

+ a cinnamon stick

+ stuffing (fibre fill)

+ fabric glue

+ silk cord or thin ribbon, around 35cm

+ a ruler, pencil and scissors

+ a chopstick, needle and thread, sewing machine

+ a beautiful vintage doily

tree template 
15cm tall x 13cm wide

tickletheimagination.com.au
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1.  
Make a triangle viewfinder. Draw 
a triangle 15cm high and 13cm 

across the bottom onto your piece of 
cardboard. Cut out the triangle and 
discard the inside triangle piece.

2.  
Use the viewfinder triangle to 
choose the most suitable part of 

the embroidery for the front of the tree. 
I usually choose a fabulously decorative 
piece for the front and then a part of the 
doily with less embroidery for the back, 
but you can choose any parts you want, 
so long as the fabric isn’t smaller than the 
triangle. 

3.  
Mark two triangles, take a deep 
breath and cut the doily.

4.  
Fold the cord or ribbon in half to 
create the hanging loop, then 

place it down the middle of one of your 
triangles with the cut ends at the tip. 
Secure with a pin. Hand-stitch the cord 
ends to the tip of the triangle.

Place the two triangles right sides 
together. Pin and stitch them together. 
Start close to the middle (but not in the 
middle—that’s where the tree trunk 
goes!) of the bottom, stitch around the 
sides and finish at the bottom, leaving a 
2cm gap.

5.  
Remove the pin holding the cord, 
and turn the tree right side out, using 

your chopstick to poke out the corners. 

Fill with stuffing, ensuring you have a 
‘hollow’ in the stuffing to stick the trunk 
into.

6.  
Dab glue on one end of your 
cinnamon stick tree trunk and insert 

into the stuffing. 

Hand stitch the opening at the bottom 
of the tree closed. Hang the tree and 
admire your handiwork!

tip For a delicious Christmas fragrance, 
add some drops of cinnamon oil 

and clove oil to the cinnamon stick. The 
stick itself doesn’t smell unless you crush 
it, which you really don’t want to do.

meet the maker EMMA COLLETT OF SPLENDID LOVE DRY GOODS

I love to travel, and I love to be at 
home. My splendid handmade goods 
are for both, with beautiful fabric 
storage baskets and cushions made 
from handprinted fabrics combined 
with natural linens and canvas for your 
home, and travel wallets, bags and 
purses for you on the move! 

All items are handmade by me in my 
little studio in Brisbane, and available 
in my Etsy store and at BrisStyle markets 
in Brisbane. I love custom orders and 
making something perfect for you, so 
please contact me if you have some 
ideas! 

find Emma online > www.SplendidLoveShop.etsy.com 
instagram.com/em_splendid | facebook.com/MySplendidLove
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Splendid Love Dry Goods
Distinctive hand-printed textile wares.

Designed, printed and made in Australia.  

SplendidLoveShop.etsy.com

Facebook 'Splendid Love' | Instagram @em_splendid

http://SplendidLoveShop.etsy.com
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meet siobhan & farlands
Farlands is a Perth-based handcrafted business run by Chief 
Executive Maker Siobhan O’Halloran.

Siobhan makes unique, minimalist leather clutches and 
accessories, as well as leather, clay and linen homewares. 
Farlands combines timeless designs with seasonal leather 
colours and interior design trends.

Farlands focuses on texture, design and quality, and all 
leather products are created by hand, using premium Italian 
or Brazilian leather.

about my creative space
My creative space is also my laundry and my cats’ dining 
room, so I would love to have a bigger house for all my 
leather, stock and tools! But I also love my little house, which 
my fiancé and I bought last year. It has a lot of natural light 
(too much, actually, and not a curtain to block it) and a 
painted concrete floor that I can hammer on to my heart’s 
content. I surround myself with plants but other than that, 
most of the inspiration is stored in my head or on my iPhone. I 
like to keep the space quite neutral and functional. 

my creative space
Two crafty ladies let us take a peek inside their creative space and 
share their hopes and dreams for the new year.

favourite designers and makers
That’s the beauty of buying handmade—you can connect 
with the person who gave up their weekend to make your 
beautiful piece. I love ceramics, so Melbourne ceramicist 
Takeawai, Fremantle ceramicist Hang With Me, and I looove 
my butter dish that just arrived from Esperance ceramicist 
Mintblue Sea. Also canvas totes by La Bamba Grafica. But my 
favourite would have to be master jeweller Max Butcher (who 
just handcrafted my engagement ring that I designed!) who 
also teaches at Freo Arts Centre. 

hopes & goals for 2016
To launch Farlands Home (which will stock my handcrafted 
homewares as well as Icelandic sheepskins, reindeer hides 
and cow hides). I would also like to stock Farlands in more 
Australian stores, develop a stand-alone online store, and 
be able to finance a part-time assistant. I work full-time 
developing legislation for the government, so I don’t have 
the time I would like to devote to Farlands … yet! 

For more information or to buy online, visit farlands.com.au or 
follow them on instagram @farlands_

www.farlands.com.au   |   www.instagram.com/farlands_find Siobhan online >
Siobhan - Chief Executive 

Maker of Farlands

‘I surround myself with plants but other than that, most  
of the inspiration is stored in my head or on my iPhone.  
I like to keep the space quite neutral and functional.’
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history lesson

The origins of the very first sock monkey are unknown, but it 

is believed they originated from North America from around 

the late 1800s. The invention of the knitting machine, a 

fascination with exotic lands, animals and a growing arts 

and crafts movement, all lead to their invention. It was 

during the Great Depression, when toys were expensive and 

fabric was hard to come by, that sock monkey popularity 

really took off. The most well-known sock monkeys are 

the red-mouthed monkeys made from the Nelson Knitting 

Company’s Rockford Red Heeled Socks. Since the 1950s, 

Nelsons included sock monkey instructions with every pair of 

Rockford Red Heeled Socks they sold.
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about my creative space 

My creative space is in our spare room, and even though 
it has a lovely big window with a leafy outlook, it shares the 
space with our spare bed and the family computer. One 
day, I would love a dedicated sewing room with lots of 
shelves for storing my craft supplies and displaying my now 
small but growing collection of handmade dolls and softies.

favourite makers
Such a hard question to answer. My list of favourites could 
go on forever. If I had to name a few, I would say some of 
my favourite Aussie softie and doll makers are Sew In The 
Moment Sock Dolls, Trellis Designs, Little Peach Handmade, 
Little Miss Tippy Toes and A Kiss from Charlie Handmade.

hopes & goals for 2016
My plan for next year is to continue doing what I love—
making monkeys. As my children grow bigger, I plan to have 
more time to devote to creating and growing my business.

Squiggly Monkeys is all about gorgeous 
stripy sock monkeys. I was introduced 
to sock monkeys one Sunday afternoon 
in a pub in London, as a fun afternoon 
activity, and was instantly hooked. I just 
thought it was so cool that you could 
create such a lovely stuffed monkey 
toy made entirely out of socks.

It was while I was pregnant with my first 
son, with some time on my hands, that 
I started to really get into making sock 
monkeys, and after many crazy looking 
monkeys, I perfected my own signature 

style. I gave that very first sock monkey 
I made at the pub to my eldest son 
when he was born, and he is still loved 
now, 7 years later. I very soon became 
addicted to buying socks and rushing 
home to make them into monkeys, and 
when all my bookshelves became full, 
I started giving them away to family 
and friends. In 2009, I opened my first 
online shop and Squiggly Monkeys was 
born. I now also sell patterns and DIY 
Sock Monkey Craft Kits which contain 
everything you need to make your very 
own sock monkey.

 ‘... I very soon became 
addicted to buying socks and 
rushing home to make them 
into monkeys, and when all 
my bookshelves became full, 
I started giving them away 
to family and friends.’

squigglymonkeys.etsy.com   |   facebook.com/squiggly.monkeysfind Emma online >
Emma Parker 

- maker of monkeys
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Preserve your community 
TUTORIAL AMY PALMER-MILLIN OF KOOKERY | PHOTOGRAPHY INES PANDZIC

It’s that time of year when the picking is ripe for 
preserving. If you’ve ever thought you’d  love to 
pickle, preserve or jar, this is a fabulous place to start.

The holiday season is perfect for making and giving. Create 
handmade, edible gifts, preserve your community and make sure 
you keep a jar too.
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make 
Prep time - 15mins

Makes 4 jars (8oz) 

you will need

+ 4 jars (we used Ball Mason Quilted 
8oz/237ml jam jars and BPA-free lids, 
which come in a set of 12 at Big W) 

+ a large pot 

+ 1 large glass/ceramic bowl

ingredients

+ 8 lemons + 2 extra lemons for juicing 
(approximately 2 lemons per jar, so just 
calculate upwards if you would like to do 
more jars)

+ 450gram rock salt 

+ 8 bay leaves (fresh is ideal)

+ 1 teaspoon coriander seeds

+ 1 teaspoon fennel seeds

+ 1 teaspoon caraway seeds 

+ 1 cup lemon juice

+ 1 chilli or 1 teaspoon chilli flakes (optional)

step 1 
Add your jars to the large pot, add water 
and bring it to the boil.

step 2 
Cut each lemon lengthways into 8 
individual pieces and place into a bowl. 

step 3 
Add the salt to the lemons.

step 4
Combine the spices and add to the bowl.
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step 5 
Give them a mix and squeeze the lemons a 
little to release their juices.

Allow to sit 5-10mins. 

step 6 
Remove sterilised jars from water and place 
close to your lemons.

step 7
This is the fun part. Pack lemons tightly in the 
sterilised jars and squeeze over some extra 
juice. Most jars will need a top up.

TIP Squish the lemons in tight, this will 
release more juice and make your jar look 
bountiful. It’s important to make sure the 
juice covers the lemons completely.

store
Store jars in cool dark place for 3 weeks 
before using.

gift
A simple tag and ribbon will add the 
finishing touch to your gift. Your preserved 
lemons will make the perfect gift for 
neighbours, friends and family, and the 
perfect addition to your holiday meals. 

eat
If you haven’t used preserved lemons 
before, make sure you only use the skin and 
pith (discard the flesh). The skin can be cut 
into strips for Moroccan tagine, or you can 
finely dice and add to couscous. Bake the 
lemons with your fish or add it to your dips. It 
gives hummus a zesty lift. 
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special offer  
If you’d like to add a little 

Kookery to your Christmas list, 
we’re offering 15% off with 

coupon code: 
HELLO15

kookery.com.au

meet kookery 
At Kookery, we are on a new path to discover ‘The Fine 
Art of Kookery’. What does that mean exactly? We 
will be learning new skills, discovering new recipes and 
sharing from our kitchen. We hope you share your kitchen 
discoveries with us too. 

Visit our website: www.kookery.com.au or share your 
Kookery over on Instagram: @kookerystore or Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/kookery 
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edge of 
the forest
WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY BY CAT COATHUP EDGE OF THE FOREST

foxling
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meet cat  
& her critters
I am a little bit nutty, but who isn’t, right!? I love my home and 
my husband and kids, I love nature—I still believe in fairies 
and, of course, Santa! I love to see the magic in the world, the 
wonder, the mystical side of life. I love to be original and use 
my imagination.

As a child, I spent so little time creating. I was more of a 
reader and someone that never stopped playing. After 
leaving school, I found myself in the corporate world, and 
have worked in accounts for the last 10 years, but after 
having kids, I felt absolutely compelled to create. Sewing was 
top of my list, and given that I had never learnt, I thought it 
was a great time to start. So, I convinced my husband to get 
me a sewing machine for Mothers’ Day and taught myself 
how to use it. I still have the first thing that I ever made — an 
owl made out of curtain fabric that I found at an op shop, 
and some other bits I bought from a fabric store. It sits on my 
desk as a reminder of where I came from — how I started this 
journey.

When I started, I had no vision of what I would do. I was just 
learning how to sew. Keeping in line with my love of originality, 
I started creating my own patterns. I showed a friend one day 
who urged me to start my own Facebook page and get my 
creations out there. So I did, and it has all grown from there.

The name Edge of the Forest comes from where I live, literally 
50 metres from the edge of the Wombat State Forest in 
Victoria. It is peaceful and serene here, and the forest is my 
inspiration. I love the calm it creates in me, the secrets and 
treasures that it holds, the critters that call it home. I walk 
as often as I can. My boys and I go hunting for fairies and 
bunyips, tracking them and discovering their mushroom 
homes. We have had some amazing adventures!

mini bunny

foxling

nosey wombat

night owl
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how edge of the forest has evolved
When I started, there was no vision, no business. I was just making things for my 
boys, exploring a side of me that I didn’t know was there. It was around 12 months 
after I created the Facebook page, that I changed that mindset and realised that 
I was running a business. 

My designs are always changing. I love to acquire new skills as I go along, and try 
to implement them when developing new designs. I have always tried to stay true 
to the original brand — ‘soft creations inspired by the forest and the magic within’. 
It has changed slightly over the last four years, but it’s pretty much the same. I built 
my business on Facebook and have, in the last six months, switched my focus to 
Instagram (after losing the ability to negotiate the Facebook algorithm). I try not 
to spend too much time on either platform, but find them an amazing marketing 
tool. I managed this month to change from Etsy to Big Cartel, which has been a 
challenge but such an empowering thing to do. I feel like I have so much more 
control over my sales platform than I did before.

the beginning
In 2011 I learnt how to sew. I still have the first thing that 
I ever made— an owl made out of curtain fabric that I 
found at an op shop, and some other bits I bought from 
a fabric store. It sits on my desk as a reminder of where I 
came from—how I started this journey.

2011

2012

2013

launch
In March 2012, I launched my 
facebook page and Edge of 
the Forest was born!

evolving
My designs are always 
changing. I love to 
acquire new skills as I 
go along, and try to 
implement them when 
developing new designs.
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2016

2014

2015

future plans
I am currently working on a new 
organic range of softies, and have 
plans to re-release my older doll with 
new designs. 2016 is going to be a 
HUGE year!

this year 

I worked with Rumble & Co. 
to redesign my logo and 
branding

tickletheimagination.com.au
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tools of the trade 
I would be so lost without my seven pairs of scissors and my 
quick-unpick—always there when I need it! I also swear by 
the use of medical haemostats for stuffing. They get into small 
limbs so easily. At the moment I use a lot of minky and quilting 
cotton, but in developing my new organic range, I’ve found 
organic bamboo fleece, which is super soft and cuddly.

inspired by
Quite simply, the forest. Everything I make lives in the forest 
here, including the imaginary creatures. Even the fabric and 
patterns I use are inspired by the forest.

other creative talents
If you were to speak to my mum, she would tell you that I try to 
be good at everything and she would be right! I love to learn 
and will try anything just so I can say I did it. My current hobby 
is crochet, having only just taught myself via YouTube tutorials. 
I am making myself a chunky blanket for the cooler nights, 
which are almost all year-round here. I’m also determined to 
increase my skills in needle felting and watercolour painting in 
2016.

‘ I have come to believe that you 
are successful if you are happy 
doing what you are doing. ‘

favourite makers
I have so many but my all-time favourite would have to 
be Mahlimae. The journey that Nicole has gone on since I 
first discovered her work is incredible, and the echoes she 
is creating now are so soulful and such a reflection of her 
incredible presence. She also has the most amazing talent 
in transferring the essence of the forest into her creations—
something that I aspire to as a creator.

I am also a big fan of Pretty Tidy, Little Miss Tippy Toes, Ilka and 
Maven Dolls.

typical day
There is never a typical day here. My life is like a blur of 
fabric, children, forest and paperwork. Oh, and housework—I 
shouldn’t forget that—although I’m still trying to figure out 
how to conquer Mount Washmore! I spend way too much 
time trawling through Pinterest and interior design pages on 
Instagram, but do actually get work done, generally in the 
wee hours of the morning when everyone is sleeping. I do 
spend time during the day responding to emails, getting some 
‘work’ done, creating new designs, creating customs, ordering 
fabric and other supplies, as well as working on my social 
media and marketing, all while negotiating a two-year-old 
who loves to ‘help’.

favourite things
I have complete control over everything I do. Being a 
control freak, this works well for me! I love that I can change 
my designs if I want to or that I can pack up and move 
somewhere else if my heart leads me there. And I love to 
create, which is what keeps me going. I am almost certain that 
I wouldn’t do it if I didn’t enjoy it.

cuddle 
bunny

tickletheimagination.com.au


tickletheimagination.com.au 53

favourite resources
I am part of a group called the Melbourne Makers, which 
has been one of the most amazing resources I have come 
across as a small business owner. It is a group of business 
owners from Melbourne who support one another and build 
each other up. The wealth of knowledge is incredible; if 
you have a question about something, you can guarantee 
someone will have the answer. I love smaller groups like 
this—real people doing the same thing you are—sharing their 
joys, triumphs and struggles in the most honest and supportive 
of ways. Makes me feel like I am never alone in this. 

I had the most amazing amount of help with my relaunch 
from Jo and Meredith from Rumble & Co. They redesigned 
my logo, helped me with my branding, guided me through 
the process of relaunching a business and spent so much 
time keeping me focused. Jo especially. They managed 
to create a plan that helped me every step of the way, 
and have given me the tools to keep me going. I knew 
what I was doing but they gave me the confidence and 
reassurance I needed.

secret to success
I have come to believe that you are successful if you are 
happy doing what you are doing. Money and profit aside, 
there is no point in going to work or doing what you do 
unless you enjoy it. I don’t have any secrets to success and I 
am sure that others would not consider me to be successful 
but I am happy. I love what I do and I am here with my 
family. I’m not sure that I could want for more.

words of wisdom
Go easy on yourself. You are your own worst enemy 
sometimes. Be kind to yourself because you are amazing! 

‘Just do it’ is one of the mottos I live by. Life is too short 
to not try. You don’t learn anything if you don’t make 
mistakes. And an oldie but a goodie—‘let it go’. Let go of 
the negative, whatever it may be. If you mess something up, 
don’t dwell on it. Own it, fix it, then move on.

Cat Coathup

Edge of the Forest
www.edgeoftheforest.bigcartel.com

www.facebook.com/edgeoftheforest

www.instagram.com/edgeoftheforest

Trentham, Victoria

All creations are 
available at  

edgeoftheforest.bigcartel.com  
and tickle readers get a 

20% discount 
(exlcludes dolls) 

until midnight 31st March 2016, 
using the code TICKLE during 

checkout.

tickletheimagination.com.au
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whimsie & bliss
Whimsie & Bliss is a hand-lettered stationery brand with a personal twist 
and celebration of the creative life. Sometimes designer Bree will just 
hear a quote or see a word, and a design will quite literally appear in her 
head, ready to make its way to paper. She wants to share this deep place 
of happiness and creativity with anyone who buys or receives a Whimsie 
& Bliss product, and as each item is hand-lettered, illustrated, printed and 
packed, this is her gift to you. 

Bree has created sixteen unique greeting cards that feature hand-lettered 
messages and illustrations, inspired by the wonder of flowers and colour. All 
items have been designed and printed blissfully in Melbourne, Australia. 

20% off all online purchases using the code ticklemag (until 31st March 2016)

www.WhimsieandBliss.etsy.com

the make good co.
The Make Good Co. is a collective of craft and stationery supplies, of DIY ideas and 
inspiration, and of like-minded crafty folk. Their online store has a beautiful range of  
on-trend craft supplies, like these bamboo stars, hand-embossed snowflake tags, 
stickers, twine and paper embellishments—so you can spend less time searching  
and more time making! Tracey’s goal is to stock as many eco-friendly  
products as she can, looking for recycled and sustainable  
materials, re-usable products and packaging, locally designed  
or made goods, and organically grown fibres.

www.themakegoodco.com.au

surprise gifts
If you subscribe to tickle or pre-ordered your 

copy of issue 22, you will have received one of 
these goodies in your package! 

We hope you enjoy your gift and  
would love for you to share a photo  

with us on instagram or facebook  
@tickletheimagination
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paper bound love
Khin and the love of her life, Mitch, were in a long 
distance relationship for over six years before they 
got married. He lived in Adelaide while she was studying in 
Singapore. They visited each other very often, but during their times apart, they loved 
sending handmade cards to each other.

As you can imagine, snail mail became a huge part of their relationship, and that’s 
how Khin realised she was passionate about designing unique and adorable greeting 
cards … so that others can send snail mail to their loved ones, too. 

Khin started her Etsy shop, PaperBoundLove, in January 2014, to share her passion with 
others, and hasn’t looked back. PaperBoundLove has grown over the years, and now 
has wedding stationery and home decor collections.

www.paperboundlove.etsy.com

which gift  
did you get?

share a photo

 
@tickletheimagination

mokoh design
Mokoh Design specialise in stationery and homewares with a unique twist, and their love 
for their adoptive country of Australia.

Mokoh Design was born shortly after owners Trudy and Andy Baker emigrated to Perth 
from the UK. The couple felt the urge to create something unique to post back to friends 
and family overseas, and show off their new country. A lot of their designs are created 
during family holidays exploring Australia, and influenced by the 
Australian landscape and culture. 

Mokoh Design products are proudly designed, 
printed and made in their home studio in 
Fremantle, Western Australia. They pride 
themselves on their home studio production 
approach, which allows less waste and keeps 
their products locally-made. 

www.mokoh.com

Issue 22 gifts are brought to you by...

tickletheimagination.com.au
www.paperboundlove.etsy.com
http://www.mokoh.com
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Crochet a T -Shirt Yarn Frisbee 
OR Just Because It’s Aerodynamic Doesn’t Mean It’s Rocket 

Science: a crocheted frisbee from upcycled t-shirts
TUTORIAL AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALLISON DEY MALACARIA OF SWEATERDOLL

Remember the ‘glad game’ from Pollyanna by Eleanor H Porter? The purpose of this game was to look for the 
bright side of a situation that appeared to have no silver lining. I used to think about that game as I lamented my 
children growing up, becoming more independent, and coming closer and closer to my own height. What could 
I be glad about? Well, I was glad for the pile of outgrown clothing looking remarkably like future stitching and 
crafting projects to me. Call me an optimistic opportunist!

So, I’m glad that someone came up with the brilliant idea of making t-shirt yarn, or tarn. Tarn is remarkably fun to 
crochet into floor mats as it works up quickly and is soft and spongy underfoot. It’s a bit heavier than most yarns, 
which also makes it perfect for a homemade frisbee that’s heavy enough to fly and soft enough not to hurt your 
child when it beans him in the forehead or knocks her on the shin.

To make a crocheted t-shirt yarn frisbee, you 
only need to know some basic stitches and a 
willingness to cut up some old clothes.

you will need ...
+ t-shirt yarn, approximately 13 metres 
total (one larger adult t-shirt or 2-3 
children’s t-shirts)

+ 12mm crochet hook

+ scissors

+ smaller crochet hook or 
tapestry needle (optional)

tickletheimagination.com.au
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How to Make T -Shirt Yarn
To make t-shirt yarn, you’ll need scissors and a t-shirt that has no side seams. 

It is possible to make the yarn from t-shirts with side seams but it will produce a 
nubbier yarn, as those spots don’t always create a uniform tubing when stretched. 
That said, I’ve done it dozens of times when nothing else was available. - Allison

You will need a t-shirt & scissors.

1. Lay the t-shirt on a flat surface. Remove the hem at the bottom of the shirt. Cut 
straight across the shirt under the sleeves. You only need the body piece in the 

middle. 

2. Fold the t-shirt body over, one side edge to the other, but not quite all the 
way. Leave about 2cm at the exposed edge. Cut into 2cm strips but don’t cut 

through the outer exposed edge. 

3. Unfold the t-shirt and open it along the uncut edge. Cut diagonally, as shown. 

4. You now have one long flat strip of jersey knit. To make the yarn, pull the strip 
between both hands to create a tube, as the jersey curls.

Keep pulling until the entire t-shirt strip becomes t-shirt yarn. Roll this into a ball and 
behave yourself. You’re not allowed to make tarn (t-shirt yarn) from every t-shirt in 
the house.

tarn tips
+ One adult t-shirt will yield about 13 

metres of tarn while a child’s t-shirt 
may yield only 8.

+ Don’t use a ribbed t-shirt. Use a nice 
uniform cotton jersey that’s not too 
thick to produce a workable yarn.
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Frisbee Instructions:

crochet terms
chain – ch

double crochet – dc

treble crochet – tr

slip stitch – sl st

increase – inc

decrease – dec

CENTRE RING: Make a slip knot on your crochet hook. Chain 6. 
Slip stitch into the first chain to create a closed circle. 

RND 1: Crochet 2 double crochet (dc) into each chain for a 
total of 12 stitches around. Slip stitch (sl st) into the next stitch 
to soften the circle.

RND 2: Crochet *2 dc in the next stitch, then 1 dc in each of 
the next two stitches*. Repeat from * 4 times for a total of 16 
stitches. Sl st into the next stitch.

RND 3: Crochet *2 dc in the next stitch, then 1 dc in the 
following stitch*. Repeat from * 7 times for a total of 24 
stitches. Sl st in the next stitch.

RNDS 4-7: Work rounds 4-7 using the directions for RND 3. 

Up to now, you have been increasing stitches to create the 
round frisbee disk. Now you will decrease in the next round to 
create the rim that folds to the back of the frisbee.

RND 8: Make *3 treble crochet (tr) in each of the next 3 
stitches, skip one stitch*. Repeat from * all the way around 
the circle. Sl st in the next stitch. Cut the t-shirt yarn and pull it 
through the slip stitch to tie it off. 

Use a smaller crochet hook or tapestry needle to weave 
the tail ends of the tarn 
into the back side 
stitching loops.

idea 
Omit round 7 to create a smaller frisbee for younger children.
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Tips
+ To change colours, simply tie the new colour tarn as 

close as possible to the tarn on your hook. This will 
let you continue stitching while the colour changes 
with the very next stitch. Weave the knot tails into the 
stitching at the back.

+ If you don’t have fancy stitch markers that tell you 
when you’ve come to the end of your round, use a 
paper clip or, better yet, tie a bit of contrasting tarn 
into the last loop of each round as you go.

Troubleshooting Guide
Crochet in the round can be a bit tricky if you’ve never 
done it before. The main problem is that the disk won’t 
lay flat. It does this for one of two reasons.

1. It’s a bowl. Too few increases.

2. The edges are wavy. Too many increases.

But they’re not the only source of the problem when 
you use t-shirt yarn. 

T-shirt yarn is much more stretchy than a normal skein 
of wool. As you stitch, you may find yourself actually 
stretching the yarn to maintain the tension you want, 
only to produce stitches that pull on each other and 
create waves and bowls that would not otherwise have 
formed.

Another issue is that not all t-shirts are the same weight 
or fabric. If you have followed the same directions 
for making t-shirt yarn from shirts of differing weights 
and fibres, the actual yarn width and stretch can vary 
greatly.

Don’t let this deter you from making a frisbee. Although 
aerodynamic, they’re not rocket science. Here are 
some strategies I’ve used when the t-shirt yarn was not 
being compliant. 

Wavy edges If you find at round 5 or so that your 
frisbee is becoming wavy, instead 

of pulling out your stitching and starting over, try 
crocheting the next row entirely of one dc stitch per 
stitch. That will stop the increasing and flatten out your 
work. Continue the next row as before including the 
increases, but your total number of stitches will have 
changed. Congratulations! You’re learning to improvise.

Bowl I have never made a frisbee that didn’t try 
to become a bowl because it was hard to 

maintain the perfect tension in the first two rows without 
stretching the yarn somewhat as I worked. By round 4 or 
5, if your work is becoming a bowl, you may need to pull 
out a row or two and make sure you are not pulling too 
tightly on the yarn as you work.

meet the maker ALLISON MALACARIA OF SWEATERDOLL

Allison’s stitching adventures began 
with the traditional rag bag and a 
needle and thread. Making dollies 
and their quilts turned into a lifelong 
love of reuse through sewing and 
designing story-rich, non-commercial 

toy sewing patterns. Allison teaches 
fabric crafts locally and writes patterns 
and projects for sewing blogs and craft 
magazines. She is an active member of 
the Beerwah CWA and is also its craft 
coordinator. 

find Allison online > sweaterdoll.etsy.com   |   sweaterdoll.blogspot.com
facebook.com/SweaterDoll   |   pinterest.com/sweaterdollAllison - Designer, Tinker of Textiles, 

Needle and Thread Addict
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 sweaterdoll.etsy.com

sweaterdoll.blogspot.com | facebook.com/SweaterDoll | pinterest.com/sweaterdoll

tickle readers get 20% discount on purchases of 

sewing patterns through 31 March, 2016. Email Allison with 

your purchase request and the secret code: TickleRocks.

SweaterDoll
Toy & Doll Sewing Patterns

http://sweaterdoll.etsy.com
http://sweaterdoll.blogspot.com
http://facebook.com/SweaterDoll
http://pinterest.com/sweaterdoll
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Nestled on a quiet street in Subiaco, Mr 
Sparrow is a beautifully curated, light-filled 
space showcasing a gorgeous collection of 
Australian designer and maker wares. We 
chat with owner Celeste about her shop, 
her jewellery and plans for the future ...

Please tell us a little about yourself and Mr Sparrow

I’m originally from South Africa, where I studied as a graphic 
designer, and I lived in the UK for quite a few years, where 
I started jewellery smithing. I guess it’s all these skills and 
experiences that have given me an appreciation for design and 
handmade goods, which is what Mr Sparrow is all about. I believe 
that to run a business like this, you need to know your customers, 
and have a very strong personal aesthetic.

I took over the store just over a year ago. It was quite by chance, 
really; I am a maker myself and stocked my jewellery at Mr 
Sparrow. One day, the business was up for grabs and I knew I had 
to snap it up. My store is located in Subiaco, so it’s close enough 
to the city to feel vibrant without feeling overwhelmed. I’m in a 
special little part of the suburb, with tree lined streets, parks, cosy 
bakeries and some independent cafés and bars. I know a lot of 
the local business owners, and there’s a real sense of community 
here which is important for a business like mine. Subiaco is 
changing, and right now there’s a lot of new opportunities on the 
horizon.

How has the concept evolved since opening?

I think I was lucky that the store already had some wonderful 
ideas. The previous owner had a real green thumb so the store 
was full of greenery and garden accessories. I took those core 
elements and blended them with my own personal style, which 
is a bit more Scandinavian, mixed with splashes of colour and 
pattern. I want the store to reflect a lifestyle that is beautiful and 
unique, and I try to select pieces that customers will collect and 
cherish. Our ethos is to support handmade and local products 
as much as possible, promoting quality and creativity, not 
disposable design.

meet mr sparrow
WORDS CELESTE RAUTENBACH MR SPARROW | PHOTOGRAPHY CELESTE RAUTENBACH AND TANYA COLLIER
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tell us about your creative talents ...

Miscii is my brand (pronounced Missy—short for Miss C). I’ve 
been designing and creating jewellery for years now. I started 
when I was living in London. Like most designers, I was hoping 
to create pieces that I would want to wear myself. I like to think 
of my design style as very wearable—the kind of pieces you 
can dress up or down. I love clean lines and shapes interrupted 
by vivid pops of colour that complement each other, and I’m 
heavily inspired by my time travelling through Japan. There’s 
also a warmth about working with wood, so I like to bring 
my pieces to life using less conventional materials. I’m very 
particular about the quality of findings I use, too, so nothing but 
the best. When I first started Miscii all those years ago, I never 
would have imagined I’d be living in Perth, selling my own 
pieces in my own store—so it’s been very humbling to see the 
success of my little brand. I’ve just started sketching new looks 
for my 2016 collection, so hopefully those will be instore early 
next year.

who are your favourite Australian designers and makers?

Ah, that’s like asking a parent to pick their favourite child! 
Looking at my most recent additions, I’d have to say I’m loving 
the work of Ruby Pilven. Her ceramics are exquisite and, again, 
I’m such a sucker for patterns or colour. Bridget Bodenham is 
another ceramicist I’m pretty wild about. Mr Sparrow has been 
stocking her pots for years and she’s a perennial favourite. She 
has an amazing way with shapes and textures, and one of our 
most popular items is a pot that she made exclusively for the 
store. I love that she’s allowed us to share something so unique 
with our customers.

what are your favourite things about owning a handmade 
store?

I really love getting to know my makers. I have such limited 
space, so every product has to be perfect, and I enjoy getting 
to know the artisans and designers. Discovering their journeys, 
methods, inspirations and sometimes even favourite foods. 
It’s such a personal store and I love getting the opportunity to 
collaborate with these creatives, brainstorming these amazing 
ideas to create custom pieces. I’m entirely hands-on in this 
business, and it’s so important to me to communicate with the 
people who walk into my store. I wouldn’t have a business if it 
wasn’t for these wonderful people who share my passion, and I 
love getting to know the people in my neighbourhood.

‘I love clean lines and shapes interrupted 
by vivid pops of colour that complement each 
other, and I’m heavily inspired by my time 
travelling through Japan.’ 
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any words of wisdom/lessons learned for others?

I know it’s what everyone says, but it’s true. Stay positive. See 
the good in everything. It’s a very challenging task, owning 
and running a small business, but a proactive attitude will help. 
Positivity breeds positivity, and I know that in my experience, 
what you put out comes back in some way. The highs don’t 
feel so high if you haven’t experienced lows. There will always 
be obstacles, and you’ll fall down a few times, but every 
experience is a lesson that you learn for the next challenge. 
Collect these experiences. And be good to yourself.

what are your hopes/goals for Mr Sparrow in 2016?

Where did 2015 go? Honestly, there’s so many exciting 
areas I’m looking to expand to. I’ve recently started offering 
workshops, after speaking with some customers and realising 
there’s a lot of people looking for that hands-on experience. 
This will utilise my years of experience as a jewellery designer 
and maker whilst also continuing the Mr Sparrow idea 
of providing people with one-off, bespoke pieces and 
experiences. I’ve also been approached about providing gift 
registries for weddings, which I keep joking is my effort to ensure 
no bride has to live with three toasters she doesn’t need!

Of course, I’m always looking to find more talented Australian 
creatives. Right now I’ve been stalking a lot of people on 
Instagram as I look for inspiration. Every once in a while, a 
friend, customer or fellow maker tags me, introducing me to 
some amazing Aussie talent. Social media is so important to a 
business like mine, and it’s such an easy way for me to reach 
out to potential designers—and for them to reach out to me.

This coming year will also see a lot more community 
involvement. I’m looking to be a part of some events that 
celebrate up-and-coming as well as established Perth artists 
through creative afternoons, instore events and private 
functions. I’m also exploring the possibility of getting involved 
with some festivals, so there’s plenty of work to be done.

Mr Sparrow

Shop 3, 223 Bagot Road, Subiaco

www.mrsparrow.com.au

‘Positivity breeds positivity, and I know that 
in my experience, what you put out comes 

back in some way.’
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No matter where you choose to holiday - in an exotic overseas location 
or in the comfort of local surroundings - it’s the change of pace that’s the 
most delicious. That break in routine, the chance to do something a little 
bit different from the rest of the year or simply take some big deep breaths 
and exhale slowly. It’s a change we long for. The sooner we can make that 
change happen, the more enjoyable even the shortest of breaks feels.

a change is as 
good as a holiday
WORDS BY LINDA SIMPSON | PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHELLE BUCHANAN AVONLEA PHOTOGRAPHY
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Searching for sea glass is a wonderful way to connect on 
holiday. It’s an activity that has you forgetting about the  
rest of the world and focused on that elusive bit of blue  
sea glass.

Sea glass, by definition, is physically- and chemically-
weathered glass found on beaches along bodies of salt 
water. It’s glass that has metamorphosed into smooth, 
frosty, jewel-like pieces and often comes from everyday 
broken shards of glass—from bottles that have been twisted 
and tumbled in the ocean for 15-20 years or more, to give 
the glass a smooth and frosted appearance.

Also known as mermaid’s tears or jewels, it’s the opposite 
of a gemstone in that it was originally created by man yet 
has been refined and polished by nature. It can be found 
on beaches throughout the world, although those whose 
currents take them past old industrial sites, shipping canals 
or, in fact, rubbish dump sites, do tend to produce the best 
hauls of sea glass.

Searching for sea glass is an activity that can be enjoyed by 
the whole family, once you’ve given everyone a rundown 
on what they’re looking for and what they should touch 
and what they shouldn’t touch. Very quickly, everyone is 
off on the search, and the smallest eyes can often be the 

keenest. Some glass you find may not be refined enough 
and could be recently broken bottles with sharp edges, so 
best to collect those and put them into the nearest bin.

The added bonus of this activity is that it can be enjoyed no 
matter the weather. Dreary or cool days can sometimes be 
the best.

We went sea glass-searching and rock pool-discovering in 
beautiful Caloundra on the Queensland Sunshine Coast. 
Caloundra has a range of beautiful beaches, with crisp 
white sand and crashing waves, magnificent rock pools and 
shelly beaches. Clambering over expanses of rock after the 
tide has changed to see what natural pools of water have 
left behind, is an instant mood-changer. Peering down the 
crevices of these beautiful rocks can also provide glimpses 
of sea life, with rock crabs scuttling back down to await the 
next tide change.

Looking into rock pools is a definite look-but-don’t-touch 
activity, as there could be any number of creatures that 
would defend their rock pool home if threatened by a 
curious hand. This doesn’t, however, affect the enjoyment 
of the activity for even the youngest adventurer, as they 
lie on tummies on the smooth rocks and peer into pools, 
hoping to see something glisten or move. 
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Caloundra is a wonderful family holiday destination as the beaches are linked by 
boardwalks that run along the foreshore, with green parks and gardens, playgrounds 
and cafés peppered with people enjoying a variety of activities.

Our little family loved creating their own fun. As well as sea glass-searching and 
rock pool-looking, the kids loved riding scooters between the beach entrances, 
clambering up the wooden stairs along the boardwalk and jumping off the rocks 
onto the soft sand. 

Of course, no seaside outing would be complete without an ice cream or gelato. 
Little noses pressed against the glass, with sandy toes and sun kissed cheeks, 
choosing a special icy treat.

By the end of the afternoon, we felt like we’d been on holidays for a week rather 
than just a few short hours.

It really is true. A change is as good as a 
holiday. You just have to make that 
change.

Special thanks to the Creen Family 
for letting us join their holiday. 
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escape the 
  everyday ...

popsicle macarons
These sweet macarons are handpainted with a watercolour effect to 
look just like popsicles! Le Petit Macarons are made from scratch using 
the finest ingredients, including free range egg whites. The possible 
flavour and colour combinations are endless and can be catered to your 
particular theme or requirements. www.lepetitmacaron.com.au

sweet summer dress
A beautiful light weight dress perfect 
for the summer months. Handmade by 
Vintage Bubbles  
www.vintagebubbles.com.au

ice cream necklace
Nothing screams summer like ice cream. This 
adorable pendant is hand crafted by Hilary 
and June and would be the perfect addition 
to any summer outfit.  
www.hilaryandjune.com 

nautical stripes
Perfect for summertime outings, 
to hold all the essentials, with a 
flat bottom to stand the purse up. 
This gorgeous clutch has been 
hand screen printed with painterly 
stripes, on heavy cotton canvas by 
Splendid Dry Goods Store.  
www.SplendidLoveShop.etsy.com
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jetski selfie
This guy doesn't need encouragement to come 
out of his shell! Hand drawn and hand printed  
in Perth by designer Ingrid Schmechtig.  
Iggy Little www.iggy.com.au

cheeky racoon
Check out Pleats and Treats for a 
great range of handcrafted summer 
hats! We love this cheeky racoon one. 
www.madeit.com.au/pleatsandtreats

not just a teepee
This may look like just a teepee, but your child sees something 
completely different, their imagination is already running wild 
... a place to hold secret club meetings ... a substation on a 
strange planet ... a quiet spot to have a snack ... a perfect 
spot for an afternoon nap! Handmade in Australia by Banana 
J Creations. www.bananajcreations.com.au

crochet bikini top 

Re-live your favourite 70's fashion with this bikini top. Perfect on its own, 
or under another top, the pretty mixed blue colour is the perfect beach 
side companion. 

Love Me Knot www.madeit.com.au/LoveMeKnot
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lemons to 
lemonade

Janmaree Lowe is the founder of the Love 
Handmade markets and the owner of a 
cute, artisanal lemonade stall – The Little 
Lemon Co. Inspired by her eldest daughter 
who loves all things lemony, her lemonade 
flavours are infused with florally notes in 
homage to her three daughters – Rose, 
Saffron and Daisy. 

This is her inspirational story …
I have always considered myself a lemonade maker, in both a 
literal and figurative sense. I tackle challenges head on—loving the 
highs and looking for positives in the lows. Eighteen months ago, my 
life was turned upside down and my ‘lemonade’ outlook was put to 
the ultimate test. 

I was thirty five weeks pregnant and had contracted swine flu. 
Pneumonia set in, my lungs were on the brink of collapsing and I 
was placed in an induced coma. Doctors weren’t certain what the 
outcome would be.

My fighting spirit kicked in right away, even while in my ‘sleeping 
beauty state’ I took matters into my own hands. Chewing through 
the cords I was attached to and pulling them out. The nurse was 
telling me to stop—I needed to stay put, something I have never 
been good at. With every ounce of mind power, I tried to persuade 
my Dad to take me home. I was so fidgety, I was eventually 
paralysed completely by the ICU team. I was so determined to go 
home but needed to wait.

 STYLING & WORDS BY JANMAREE LOWE | PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHELLE BUCHANAN AVONLEA PHOTOGRAPHY
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It was almost a month later that I was well enough to be woken from 
my slumber. This is when I met my new baby, Daisy, for the first time. 
She was four weeks old. Although we had chosen her name while I 
was pregnant, my husband waited until I was awake to announce 
her name so we could do it together. Despite the uncertainty, he 
had so much faith that day would come.

My next hurdle was learning to walk and talk again. I underwent 
intensive rehab which took every ounce of my strength. I will always 
carry in my heart the small things that kept me going. The photos 
my husband stuck to the wall of me and my girls. Visiting the rose 
garden for sun therapy. The day it rained and I watched the droplets 
fall from the tree outside my window. The evening my husband 
brought Daisy into rehab—like meeting for the first time. Rose and 
my Mum downloading my favourite book and reading it out loud to 
me. My best friend who brought me in a flowery blanket because 
she couldn’t stand the thought of me covered in a white hospital 
blanket.

A month later, I left hospital—still in a wheel chair, but ready to take 
on the world. I have been told since that the speed and scope of 
my recovery was nothing short of a miracle. I attribute this to my 
fighting spirit and positivity—that is … to being a lemonade maker. 

It’s difficult to put into words the overwhelming sense of gratitude 
and appreciation for life this experience has given me. I am thankful 
for so many things, but especially for the gift of simply breathing—
something we all take for granted, but something we can’t exist 
without. I have come out the other side knowing that each day is a 
blessing—I have learnt my strength and what’s really worth focusing 
on day to day. 

This is just a tiny snippet of my story. It would take a book to detail 
everything, but my story goes to show that there really is something 
positive to take from every experience, even something so 
traumatic. 

When life gives you lemons … make lemonade!

When life gives you lemons
            ... make lemonade.

LEFT: Janmaree with her three daughters 

(from left to right) Daisy, Saffron and Rose.
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CREDITS: Stall The Little Lemon Co, Poppets Jane Bluehorn, 
Ceramic brooches Pattie Murray Ceramic Artist, Flower 
posy Nadine Sawyer Art, Saffron & Daisy wearing 
Minicouture, Flower clip Messi Bsghetti, Pom pom flowers 
Crochet and String, Handpainted cushion and tea towel 
Unique Lulu, Bracelets Dinosaur Designs, Necklace Tickle the 
Imagination, Handmade bike Dudley Co., Painting of lemon 
bowl Lizzy Grimshaw, Linen cushion Lady Chatterley’s Affair, 
Markets Love Handmade Markets, Market location in story 
Reid’s Place, Styling Janmaree Lowe, Photography Avonlea 
Photography

Please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of 
the magazine for contact details.
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THIS PAGE AND OPPOSITE: Ceramic ring and ginger jar Nadine 

Sawyer Art, Handmade cup Alexandra Ranken, Photography 
Rose Alexander, Styling Janmaree Lowe

Please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of 

the magazine for contact details.
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Janmaree’s Quick 
Homemade Lemonade
(Serves One)

1. Squeeze half a lemon

2. Strain the juice into a 200ml glass
3. Add 1 tsp of honey

4. Stir into the lemon juice

5. Fill the cup to the top with cold spring water

6. Add fresh herbs and edible flowers like violas and nasturtiums

Enjoy!
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fruity popsicles
RECIPE AND IMAGES BY LINDA VANDERMEER | BUBBLE AND SWEET BLOG

When the temperature starts to soar, it’s time to turn off the oven 
and get creative with treats that will cool you down … like these fun, 
bright popsicles.

Made with fresh fruit and coconut water, these icy treats are not just 
refreshing but also packed full of vitamins. 

Make them with vibrant mixed fruit (pictured) or mix it up and use 
just one type of fruit. The choice is yours and limited only by your 
imagination and the fruit you have available.
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shopping guide
+ Popsicle mould from Wheel and Barrow 

+ Coconut water is available from supermarkets

84 tickletheimagination.com.au
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ingredients 
makes 10 regular sized popsicles 

+ 1¾ cups coconut water

+ 2 kiwifruit

+ 1 peach

+ 3 large strawberries

+ ½ cup blueberries

directions
1 Remove skin from kiwifruit and cut into slices of 

approximately 1.25cm. Wash peach, blueberries 
and strawberries. Cut peach into slices. Hull 
strawberries and cut into slices.

2 Place fruit into your popsicle mould. To achieve a 
similar look to those in the picture, place a large 
piece of fruit like a kiwi or strawberry slice at the 
bottom, adding some blueberries and then another 
larger slice of fruit.

3 When all the moulds are filled, add the coconut 
water, leaving a 1cm gap at the top (for the liquid 
to expand during freezing).

4 Gently push the popsicle sticks into the moulds. 
Freeze overnight.

5 When ready to use, run hot water over the outside 
of the popsicle mould and pull the sticks with a 
light, even pressure until they slide out.

6 Eat straight away, or wrap each popsicle in baking 
paper and place in a plastic Ziploc bag in the 
freezer for up to 3 weeks.

tanya collier
B R A N D I N G  +  D E S I G N

P R O D U C T  S T Y L I N G  +  P H O T O G R A P H Y

C R E AT I V E  S E R V I C E S

t a n y a c o l l i e r . c o m

http://tanyacollier.com
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Eeny workshops are a great place to come 
and learn a new creative skill, and are ideal 
for beginners and seasoned makers alike. 
Owner Kristy Scaddan specialises in sewing and 
macramé, and has recently introduced 
guest teachers to offer a broader range 
of affordable creative classes for any 
age and creativity level.

Classes are run in a friendly, relaxed 
environment, on Wednesday 
evenings or Sunday afternoons. Eeny 
can also tailor a workshop to suit a 
private function, from birthdays to work 
functions, baby showers or even a hen’s 
night out. 

Check out their 
timetable on 
the website for 
upcoming creative 
workshops.

eeny empire workshops
at Angel Flowers
119 James Street, Guildford, WA
Kristy Scaddan 
ph 0421 469 765
hello@eenyempire.com.au 
www.eenyempire.com.au

eeny workshops

creativeescapes
isn’t it time you connected with your creative side?
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Just a taste of the creative fun to be had with eeny empire including macrame, kids crafts with Jessie Lane, felt flower wreath 
macrame wall hanging workshop, macrame plant hanger workshop, miniature embroidery with Erin from Handmadeley, introduction 

to weaving, beginners folk art painting, sew a cushion cover with MeMa, kokodema workshop with The Birds Nest Co. and more! 

eenyempire.com.au
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wings of change
COMPILED BY TANYA COLLIER

gallery wall

THIS PAGE (from top, L-R) 

‘Under his Wings’ by Neat Interiors
‘Budgerigar (Blue)’ by Gnashing Teeth Art
‘Think of the happiest things’ by Poppy Loves to Groove
‘Little Bird’ by Billy & Scarlet
‘Wings’ by Drawn by Rebecca Jones
‘Lady Stardust’ Benconservato

FOR CONTACT DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT THE DESIGNER AND MAKER 
DIRECTORY AT THE END OF THE MAGAZINE
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THIS PAGE (from top, L-R) 
‘Terrestrial Arthropods’ by Chrysa Koukoura Draw
‘Good thing and birdy wings’ tote by Emma Rose Art
‘Glimpses of Lifein the Australian Bush’ by Matteo Grilli
‘She Flies with her Own Wings’ by Ruby Ridge Studios
‘My Wild Child’ by Behind the Green Door
‘Hover’ by Sally Florisson of Sage & Time

FOR CONTACT DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT THE DESIGNER AND MAKER 
DIRECTORY AT THE END OF THE MAGAZINE
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My Family Table 
by Eleanor Ozich
Murdoch Books, $39.99

Health-giving, mind-clearing and happy-making, the effects of 
wholefood eating (high nutrition and low—or no!—processing), 
are well-documented. Eleanor Ozich’s approach to food shines 
in this gorgeous book of mouth-watering and totally doable 
dishes, from breakfast through dinner and desserts. Her focus on 
delicious ideas for kids will end lunchbox angst forever.

Love Style 
by Juliet Love
New Holland, $40 

Lovers of decorating will adore this inspiring book by an 
eclectic, yet fresh and modern designer. Content includes 
finding inspiration and defining your style, as well as colour, 
texture, pattern, layout, function, lighting, maximising your 
space, and principles of good design. Decorating examples 
blend classic design with modern quirk, eye-soothing neutrals 
with divine pops of colour.

Tania McCartney is an award-winning author, illustrator, editor and founder of Kids’ Book Review and the 52-Week Illustration 
Challenge. Her first illustrated book will be in bookshops, November 2016. www.taniamccartney.com

REVIEWS TANIA McCARTNEY WWW.TANIAMCCARTNEY.COM

Hello Tokyo 
by Ebony Bizys
Murdoch Books, $35

Australian Ebony Bizys has made Japan her second home—
and we can feel the love. The creator of cult craft and lifestyle 
blog, Hello Sandwich, her delightful book encompasses every 
delightful quirk and imaginative flicker from this inspiring 
creator. Featuring handmade projects, decorating inspiration 
and the sheer prettiness of Japanese paper and crafts, this is 
heaven for Nipponophiles.

Big Magic 
by Elizabeth Gilbert
Bloomsbury, $29.99 

Resplendent with the wit, warmth and whimsy Elizabeth Gilbert 
is renowned for, Big Magic is a collection of thoughts, stories 
and musings designed to ignite creative fire, fall hopelessly onto 
the path of adventure and inspire a fulfilling life. Rich with a 
passion for the arts and the joys it brings, this is a must-read for 
anyone on a creative journey.

Naked Cakes 
by Lyndel Miller
Murdoch Books, $49.99

One look at the cover of this book—and words are rendered 
useless (also caused by slack-jawed drooling). Part cookbook, 
part coffee table book for sheer visual enjoyment, this divinely-
produced creation really has to be seen to be believed. 
Sections on styling your cake creations, as well as floral, fruit 
and paper embellishments, will have your heart aflutter, as will 
the all-natural ingredients. Prep the oven—and the camera.

on our 
bookshelf
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Perth Upmarket
Perth Upmarket brings together a handpicked selection of artists, 
designers, stylists, craftspeople and gourmets all under one roof. 
2016 Upmarket Dates - 20 Mar, 26 Jun, 18 Sep & 27 Nov
2016 Wedding Upmarket Dates - 30 Apr & 27 Aug

www.perthupmarket.com.au

Pure Tots
A beautiful collection of handmade crochet toys, accessories and 
clothing bringing old world charm with a modern twist. All products 
have been handmade by Jamie in Perth, Western Australia with a 
focus on using 100% organic fair trade cotton.

www.puretots.com.au

Handmade Cooperative
At Handmade Cooperative, we celebrate and promote the 
best in Australian handmade kids’ clothes and gifts. We hunt 
out the most gorgeous and unique children’s clothes, toys and 
accessories. Visit us online today!

www.handmadecooperative.com.au

onebusysloth.etsy.com

hand-made.com.au/maandme theclimbingtree.com.au

missyandmoo.com.au

loopty loop by Connie
loopty loop is a modern range of thread creations handmade by 
Connie. The range includes iconic original accessories, flower vase 
greeting cards, amigurumi, home decor and more.       
     by.connie

www.byconnie.com.au

marketplacecreative
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Tamara Harrison
Last chance online SALE. Handmade jewellery, necklaces, 
brooches and headbands. With FREE delivery (standard post 
within Australia) throughout December. As THD move to bridal 
accessories and headpieces in 2016.

www.tamaraharrison.com.au

The Sisters Red
Handbags, purses and jewellery lovingly handmade in Adelaide. 
Where I can, I use vintage fabrics coupled with new quality 
fabrics. Here and there you will see a vintage brooch or button for 
that bespoke feel.

www.facebook.com/TheSistersRed

Made by Niss
Adorable miniature creations to delight any lover 
of fae. Each piece is meticulously handcrafted by 
Niss herself. A world of faeries and enchantment 
awaits at Made by Niss.  

www.madeit.com.au/madebyniss

love handmade markets
If you’re seeking the loveliest of handmade things in Brisbane, 
you’ve found your home. Discover a curation of quality 
designs, craft workshops and fine food in an inviting 
community setting.

www.love-handmade.com.au
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nature’s forge
High quality handmade jewellery and 
designs, showcasing the true beauty 
of nature as well as bespoke whimsical 
pieces. All real butterfly, insect and  
reptile sheds are ethically sourced  
and produced.

www.naturesforge.com.au

10% off for tickle readers 
code: 4tickle2015

lime daisy design
Create your own unique locket with Lime 
Daisy Design! Perfect to give as a gift, you 
can choose from five locket designs and 
a huge range of charms to customise it for 
the recipient. www.limedaisydesign.com.au
Receive 15% off with code TICKLE

creative marketplace

once a year book 
This bundle of memory-keeping goodness is 
all about once-a-year – meaning you only 
need to insert one photo to represent each 
year of life. There is hope yet for us busy 
Mums! 

These beautiful, hand-bound books have a 
clever concertina design so you can stand 
and display the book, or store it away in the 
wooden keepsake box!

The books are handmade in Australia using 
acid-free, archival quality paper. 

www.laikonik.com.au

behind the green door
Behind The Green Door is a boutique 
design studio, specialising in custom 
invitation design, art prints and greeting 
cards. The designs are simple, pretty and 
inspired by all things whimsical, bohemian 
and rustic. You can go DIY and purchase 
the digital files, or let Cheryl organise the 
printing for you. 

www.GreenDoorHandmade.etsy.com
15% off for tickle readers! 
Use code TICKLE15, until April 30 2016.

julie's little people 
These cuddly and adorable keepsakes 
each have their own story to share. 

Unique keepsake softies with larger than 
life personalities. Handmade with care for 
the little person in your life.

www.julieslittlepeople.com

edge of the forest
All creations are chew-able, play-able, 
pull-able, cuddle-able and snuggle-
able perfect for any age and any 
time or place. Everything is made with 
the greatest of care and love and a 
small part of the forest goes with each 
creation for enduring peace and calm 
and of course a little fun!

www.edgeoftheforest.bigcartel.com

baby’s got cake gifts
Baby’s Got Cake Gifts creates unique 
handmade wedding and celebration 
décor.

madeit.com.au/BabysGotCakeGifts

Use the code TICKLE for free post 
Australia wide until 30/6/2016

tickletheimagination.com.au
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a special teacher’s gift
Customised to your event, fingerprint 
tree guest books are the perfect way to 
remember your special occasion and a 
lovely gift to surprise your child’s teacher 
with.

www.miniinkfingerprint.com.au

embroidery bliss!
Gorgeous kits to inspire your love of 
embroidery. Dandelyne LOVES embroidery 
and is passionate about sharing it with 
the world. The kits can be purchased with 
one of her unique miniature embroidery 
hoops which allow you to wear your 
stitchy awesomeness. Carefully crafted 
in Melbourne, these kits include all the 
essentials to get you started!

www.dandelyne.com

washi tape lovers! 
If you love washi tape as much as we do, 
you are going to love Craft Queen! 

They have an amazing 500+ washi tape 
designs in every colour of the rainbow to 
choose from! 

Find them online today at  
www.craftqueen.com.au

the fabric mamma
Whether you sew for fun, have a 
gorgeous handmade business or are 
just addicted to fabrics, you will be 
delighted with the amazing fabrics The 
Fabric Mamma has to offer.

A lot of time is taken to pick beautiful 
fabrics, with a fun, retro and vintage 
feel. And their aim is to offer you these 
amazing fabrics at fantastic and 
competitive prices.

Visit The Fabric Mamma online today 
at  www.thefabricmamma.com.au

creative marketplace

   meet mr. sloth

Mr. Sloth is a quirky, unique, and colourful 
toy that welcomes warm hugs and helps 
child development.

Mr. Sloth loves to wear shirts, he’s one of 
a kind and are all handmade by creator 
Maria, from Goodiis.

Find them at www.goodiis.com

just stitch it
Leather working DIY kits you will love.

These pre-cut leather kits give you 
the means to create simply beautiful 
leather goods that will make you glow 
with pride when you marvel at what 
you and your hands have made. 

Hammered Leatherworks is bringing 
new craft adventures to your doorstep, 
everything you need is in the box!

www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au

10% off  
using the  

code  
TICKLE10

live life in full colour! 
Offering a range of unique clothing, 
homewares, accessories, artwork and gifts, 
COLORS australia is full of quirky, positive 
energy, eco-friendly creations that are full of 
colour and life!

Textile artist Sue Catt specialises in creating 
individual originals for original individuals.

www.facebook.com/ColorsAustralia

tickletheimagination.com.au
www.miniinkfingerprint.com.au
www.dandelyne.com
www.craftqueen.com.au
www.thefabricmamma.com.au
www.goodiis.com
www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au
www.facebook.com/ColorsAustralia


96 tickletheimagination.com.au

Alexandra Ranken www.alexandraranken.com
Alice Nightingale www.alicenightingale.com
Annie Little Sheep www.AnnieLittleSheep.etsy.com
AusSwede www.ausswededesign.weebly.com
Avonlea Photography www.avonleaphotography.com.au
Behind the Green Door 
www.GreenDoorHandmade.etsy.com
Benconservato www.benconservato.etsy.com
Billy & Scarlet www.billyandscarlet.com
Blossom & cat www.blossomandcat.com.au  
Bubble & Sweet bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au
Chrysa Koukoura Draw www.chrysakoukoura.bigcartel.com
Claudette and Hester www.facebook.com/ClaudetteAndHester-
Handmade
Corner Block Studio www.cornerblockstudio.com
Crochet and String www.facebook.com/CrochetandString
Dinosaur Designs www.dinosaurdesigns.com.au
Drawn by Rebecca Jones www.drawnbyrebeccajones.com
Dudley Co. www.dudleyco.com.au
Earth Greetings www.earthgreetings.com.au
Edge of the Forest www.edgeoftheforest.bigcartel.com
Eeny Empire www.eenyempire.com.au
Emma Rose Art www.emmaroseart.com
Farlands www.farlands.com.au
Fox Hill Llamas www.FoxHillLlamas.etsy.com
Games to Go www.gamestogo.com.au
Gnashing Teeth Art www.gnashingteeth.com
Handmade Redcliffe www.handmaderedcliffe.com.au
Hello Sweet Mae www.madeit.com.au/HelloSweetMae
Iggy Little  www.iggy.com.au
Ines Pandzic www.inespandzic.com
jac&hugo www.jacandhugo.com
Jane Bluehorn www.facebook.com/JaneBluehorn
Janmaree Lowe www.love-handmade.com.au
Jess Sanders Fitness www.facebook.com/JessSandersFitness
Jet Black Cat Music  
www.facebook.com/Jet-Black-Cat-Music-57288881280
Junky Comics www.junkycomicsbrisbane.com
Kookery www.kookery.com.au
Lady Chatterley’s Affair www.ladychatterleysaffair.com.au
Little Card Boutique www.thelittlecardboutique.com.au
Little Lumberjack www.littlelumberjack.com
Lizzy Grimshaw lizdangrimshaw.wix.com/lizzygrimshawgallery
Loopty Loop www.byconnie.com.au
Love Handmade Markets www.love-handmade.com.au
Made By Astrid www.madebyastrid.com

MadeByLTshop www.MadeByLTshop.etsy.com
Matteo Grilli www.matteogrilli.blogspot.com.au
Messi Bsghetti  
www.facebook.com/Messi-Bsghetti-238716932918759
Michelle takes Photos www.michelletakesphotos.com.au
Minicouture www.facebook.com/minicouture.australia
Minty Wares www.mintywares.etsy.com
Mokoh www.mokoh.com
Mr Sparrow www.mrsparrow.com.au
My Handmade Adventure  
www.myhandmadeadventure.blogspot.com.au
Nadine Sawyer Art www.nadinesawyer.com
Neat Interiors www.NeatInteriors.etsy.com
Nook www.nookbrisbane.com
One Busy Sloth www.onebusysloth.etsy.com
Paper Bound Love www.paperboundlove.etsy.com
Pattie Murray Ceramic Artist www.pattiemurray.com.au
Pip and the Sea www.PipandtheSea.etsy.com
Poppy Loves to Groove www.poppylovestogroove.etsy.com
Rachael Baskerville www.rachaelbaskerville.com
Reid’s Place www.reidsplace.com.au
Resinating  www.resinating.com.au
Rose Alexander www.instagram.com/rose.photography/
Ruby Ridge Studios www.RubyRidgeStudios.etsy.com
Sally Florisson www.sageandtime.etsy.com
Schmooks www.schmooks.com.au
Splendid Love Dry Goods Store  
www.SplendidLoveShop.etsy.com
Springwood Porcelain www.springwoodporcelain.com.au
Squiggly Monkey www.squigglymonkeys.etsy.com
SweaterDoll www.sweaterdoll.etsy.com
Sweet Addition Cupcakes & Cakes www.sweetaddition.com.au
Tanya Collier www.tanyacollier.com
The Crafty Roo Paper Studio  
www.thecraftyroopaperstudio.com.au
The Little Lemon Co www.thelittlelemonco.com
The Make Good Co www.themakegoodco.com.au
Topaz Turtle www.topazturtle.com 
Twig www.madeit.com.au/twig
Unique Lulu www.etsy.com/shop/UniqueLulu
Wheel & Barrow www.wheelandbarrow.com.au
Whimsie & Bliss www.WhimsieandBliss.etsy.com
Yard Furniture www.yardfurniture.com.au  
Zen Botanics www.zenbotanics.com.au
Zpaghetti www.zpagetti.com.au

designer and maker directory

custom portraits
Capture a favourite person or pet on 
paper with a lead or sepia portrait by 
artist John Marshall.

Based in Perth, Western Australia.

www.johnmarshallarts.com

tickletheimagination.com.au
www.alexandraranken.com
www.alicenightingale.com
www.AnnieLittleSheep.etsy.com
www.ausswededesign.weebly.com
www.avonleaphotography.com.au
www.GreenDoorHandmade.etsy.com
www.benconservato.etsy.com
www.billyandscarlet.com
www.blossomandcat.com.au
bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au
www.chrysakoukoura.bigcartel.com
www.facebook.com/ClaudetteAndHesterHandmade
www.facebook.com/ClaudetteAndHesterHandmade
www.cornerblockstudio.com
www.facebook.com/CrochetandString
www.dinosaurdesigns.com.au
www.drawnbyrebeccajones.com
www.dudleyco.com.au
www.earthgreetings.com.au
www.edgeoftheforest.bigcartel.com
www.eenyempire.com.au
www.emmaroseart.com
www.farlands.com.au
www.FoxHillLlamas.etsy.com
www.gamestogo.com.au
www.gnashingteeth.com
www.handmaderedcliffe.com.au
www.madeit.com.au/HelloSweetMae
www.iggy.com.au
www.inespandzic.com
www.jacandhugo.com
www.facebook.com/JaneBluehorn
www.love
-handmade.com.au
www.facebook.com/JessSandersFitness
www.facebook.com/Jet
www.junkycomicsbrisbane.com
www.kookery.com.au
www.ladychatterleysaffair.com.au
www.thelittlecardboutique.com.au
www.littlelumberjack.com
lizdangrimshaw.wix.com/lizzygrimshawgallery
www.byconnie.com.au
www.love
-handmade.com.au
www.madebyastrid.com
www.MadeByLTshop.etsy.com
www.matteogrilli.blogspot.com.au
www.facebook.com/Messi
www.michelletakesphotos.com.au
www.facebook.com/minicouture.australia
www.mintywares.etsy.com
www.mokoh.com
www.mrsparrow.com.au
www.myhandmadeadventure.blogspot.com.au
www.nadinesawyer.com
www.NeatInteriors.etsy.com
www.nookbrisbane.com
www.onebusysloth.etsy.com
www.paperboundlove.etsy.com
www.pattiemurray.com.au
www.PipandtheSea.etsy.com
www.poppylovestogroove.etsy.com
www.rachaelbaskerville.com
www.reidsplace.com.au
www.resinating.com.au
www.instagram.com/rose.photography
www.RubyRidgeStudios.etsy.com
www.sageandtime.etsy.com
www.schmooks.com.au
www.SplendidLoveShop.etsy.com
www.springwoodporcelain.com.au
www.squigglymonkeys.etsy.com
www.sweaterdoll.etsy.com
www.sweetaddition.com.au
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www.themakegoodco.com.au
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www.zenbotanics.com.au
www.zpagetti.com.au
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run wild horses 
Run Wild Horses is a Melbourne based 
indie label specializing in high quality 
designer pieces to adorn yourself 
and your home. All of Run Wild 
Horses pieces are handmade in their 
South Gippland studio and feature 
a collection of unique wearable art 
accessories and modern handcrafted 
homewares.

20% off for tickle readers.  
Use code tickle20

www.madeit.com.au/RunWildHorses

my little 
organics
Fresh & stylish organic bedding and 
sleepwear for little ones. Find them 
online at www.mylittleorganics.com.au

creative marketplace

custom bunting

old vintage bike
Old Vintage Bike is an online boutique 
creating handmade clothing and 
homewares for special little Misters and 
Misses. The home of exquisite apparel 
tailored to bring love, joy and happiness 
to the tender beginnings of our juniors.

10% off with code TICKLE10

Visit them online today at 
www.oldvintagebike.com.au

F is for Frankie create custom made fabric and vintage doily 
bunting, made to your specific event, size, colour & length. 

Contact Veronica@FisforFrankie.com or visit  
www.facebook.com/FisforFrankie for inspiration! 

Quote ‘tickle10’ and receive 10% off!

make it yourself!
The Carry All Organiser Caddy is the 
ultimate organiser! Get organised with this 
handy little caddy, designed to hold all of 
your essentials in one spot. The Carry All 
Organiser PDF sewing pattern includes 2 
sizes, multiple pocket options and so many 
uses. 

Available now at  
www.littlemoodesigns.com.au 

miscii
Miscii aka Celesté, blends angular shapes 
with playful hues to craft inspiring pieces 
that will colour your every day world. 
Designed and made in WA.

Find them online at www.miscii.com

Spoil 
yourself with 

20% off online 
Use code  
OHHEY-20

sunny jim
Add a little sunshine to your space with a 
Sunny Jim floor rug from Happy as Larry 
Designs. Designed in Australia, lovingly and 
ethically handmade in Nepal.

Find them at  
www.happyaslarrydesigns.com

$5 off  
first order 
with code: 

blossom
15% off 

storewide  
with code 
TickleLarry

tickletheimagination.com.au
www.madeit.com.au/RunWildHorses
www.mylittleorganics.com.au
www.oldvintagebike.com.au
mailto:Veronica@FisforFrankie.com
www.facebook.com/FisforFrankie
www.littlemoodesigns.com.au
www.miscii.com
www.happyaslarrydesigns.com
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From consultants and 
coaches to artists, makers 
and designers, more and 
more entrepreneurs and 
business owners are realising 
the value of a strong 
personal brand and how 
sharing a little more YOU can 
transform their business. 

Whether you have a business with a 
name of its own or you use your name 
for your brand, anyone who uses online 
presence, social media or networking to 
help grow their business, has a personal 
brand of some description. 

This is a valuable and powerful thing 
because people like doing business with 
people. If you let them see the face 
behind the brand, they will connect 
with you and your business on a deeper 
level.   

So how do you build and protect a 
powerful personal brand?  

1. Realise you are a 
brand

We all have some form of a personal 
brand, so it is time for you to realise this 
and get comfortable with that idea. 
Realising it allows you to take control of 
cultivating a personal brand you can 
be proud of, and one that will help you 
work towards your goals. 

Even if you keep your actual private 
life to yourself, your customers and 
potential customers want to know the 
person behind the business. Sharing 
parts of yourself and your story helps 
build relationships and trust with your 
audience. 

You don’t need to compromise privacy 
or share any more than you are 
comfortable with to have an effective 
personal brand, but you do have to 
realise that you have one. 

2. Define your YOU 
brand 

Decide what you want to be known for 
and what you want people to associate 
with you and your name. 

This might be a topic or a subject matter 
you want to be an expert in. It might be 
a specific art form, industry or skill you 
want to be known for. 

Think about the values you want to 
have connected to your brand and 
what ethics and standards you want 
people to associate with you. 

How do you want to be seen by the 
world?

3. Be in it for the long 
game 

Consider your personal brand as a long-
term investment and be sure to keep in 
mind your life-long, 10-year and 5-year 
goals, as well as your immediate plans. 

If you hope to move from what you are 
currently doing into something else—
perhaps teaching or writing—consider 
these shifts as you set up your brand. 

The business you run now may close, 
get sold or simply morph into something 
new, but if you have a strong, positive 
personal brand, people will follow you 
from one project to the next. 

And that means starting something new 
never has to be starting from scratch. 

4. Let people see YOU 
People connect better with 

those they know and can visualise, 
so be sure to let people see the face 
behind the business. Share the odd 
photo and let your customers meet you. 
This will allow them to feel a stronger 
connection to you and your business. 

Get some professional headshots done 
for your website, share a selfie on your 
social media and remind people there is 
a person behind the brand. 

If you feel shy about this, simply share 
a picture of your feet, letting people 
see part of your day or show your 
hands hard at work creating your art. 
Any image with a person in it (even a 
hand or a foot) is more engaging and 
relatable than one without. 

5. Be yourself and 
share your  

       personality 
Use the language you use in everyday 
life. Share aspects of your day-to-day 
that you are comfortable with sharing. 
Let people see your sense of humour 
and unique personality. 

This doesn’t mean you can’t edit your 
public image. I swear more than most 
people I know, but choose not to use 
excessive language when I share online. 
I feel, for me, using the F-BOMB doesn’t 
add value to my brand. Others very 
successfully build their bad language 
into a defining and positive part of their 
personal branding.  

Are you an enthusiastic person or 
are you quiet and reserved? Are you 
witty and sarcastic? Perhaps you 
love reading? Do you have a secret 
obsession with Nashville? Think about 
the things that make you unique 
and what characteristics about your 
personality your friends and family love 
most about you. Can you share these in 
some way with your audience?

Transform your business with a powerful 
personal brand

business 
toolkit: WORDS BY ELLE ROBERTS

ELLE ROBERTS, MULTI PASSIONATE CREATIVE, BUSINESS COACH AND MARKETING STRATEGIST, DREAMER, WRITER, SPEAKER AND 
MORE WHO LOVES WORKING WITH OTHER CREATIVES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR BUSINESS AND THE PURSUIT OF THEIR DREAMS. 
www.elleroberts.me ELLE IS ALSO THE FOUNDER OF THE ARTFUL BUSINESS CONFERENCE. 

tickletheimagination.com.au
www.elleroberts.me
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digital 
tickles

be inspired anywhere!
Delivered in pdf format, digital tickles are  

perfect for holidays and travelling

tickletheimagination.com.au/shop/digital.php

Purchase 
the complete 

digital collection of 
tickle the imagination 

magazine for 

just $19.95

tickletheimagination.com.au
http://www.themakersmastermind.com
tickletheimagination.com.au/shop/digital.php


tickle readers 
get 10% OFF 
storewide using  
the code TICKLE at 
earthgreetings.com.au 
(one use per customer)

Earth Greetings  
are dedicated to  

sustainable design.

Printed with 
vegetable based ink 

and 100% post-consumer 
waste paper.

Earth Greetings are a  
carbon neutral business.

Photo: Inaluxe 2016 Diary and Calendar

Beautiful 
stationery 
made in 
Australia  
with love.

earthgreetings.com.au

