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Something  special...
Caitlin’s Crafty Creations was established in 2005 and is very much a family 

handcrafted jewellery affair. Karen, her daughters Caitlin and Melinda, and sister 

Janine design and manufacture a range of quality handcrafted jewellery whilst 

husband Bevon and son Scott take care of product marketing and distribution.

 Our range of handcrafted jewellery has all been designed and hand made in 

house in our studio. All materials used to construct our products - including 

the finest quality Sterling Silver and 14kt Gold-Filled materials, genuine 

Swarovski Crystals and Pearls, Freshwater Pearls and Lampwork Glass 

Beads - have been handpicked from the finest suppliers sourced 

both locally and overseas. 



Visit our online shop to view our diverse range of quality hand crafted 

necklaces, bracelets, anklets, pendants, earrings and unisex jewellery.

Are you looking for that unique piece of custom made jewellery? Do you want 

value for money and demand high quality workmanship? If this sounds like you, 

please get in touch with our team at Caitlin’s Crafty Creations. We will be only too 

happy to discuss your particular requirements and come up  

with unique and affordable custom made jewellery for you.

...for someone special
VISIT OUR ONLINE SHOP TODAY

www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au

crafty creationscrafty creations
Caitlin's
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ribbons, embellishments & craft supplies $6.50 express post for orders over $50

Facebook.com/madeit.com.au            
Twitter.com/madeit         

Pinterest.com/madeit                  
Instagram.com/madeit

madeit.com.au

TwinkleStar

StudioAstratta

cocoandmoose

OneString

threebeansinapod

lolliandbean

Sunhaze

thelittlecardboutique
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Happy 2015! 

It feels a little strange saying that given it’s almost March as I’m 
writing this (and will be decidely later when you read it), but it 
really feels like the year has only just started! I do hope it has 
been a wonderful start for you x

I’m very excited to bring you this year’s celebrations issue 
of tickle which is simply overflowing with gorgeous ideas 
and inspiration from talented creatives from every corner of 
Australia. Once again, the tickle team and guest contributors 
have worked hard to deliver lots of beautiful stories - including 
a gorgeous eco celebration, a sophisticated hen’s party and 
the sweetest Neverland inspired children’s party. 

One of the tickle team is celebrating a big change at the 
moment... Michelle Offerman and her family have moved 
back home to South Africa. So we say a sad goodbye to a 
very talented children’s fashion editor - we wish Michelle every 
success, and look forward to hearing about her amazing 
adventures. 
  

Time to delve in lovely reader x I hope you enjoy 
each and every page as much as we enjoyed 
creating them!

Tanya Collier
Editor

hello!

Dedicated to my beautiful mum, Rita  

- I miss you every day x
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MICHELLE OFFERMAN
children’s fashion editor
michelle offerman stylist
www.michelleofferman.com

TANIA McCARTNEY
bookshelf editor
author, editor, reviewer
www.taniamccartney.com

HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON 
craft editor + ambassador  
blossom & cat
www.blossomandcat.com.au

LINDA VANDERMEER
sweet treats editor
bubble & sweet
bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au

ELLE ROBERTS
business editor
business coach & marketing strategist
www.elleroberts.me

special thanks to the 
tickle team

and a big thank you to our 
guest contributors
FOR ISSUE 19

Sam & Debbi
Ivy & Oak 
www.ivyandoak.com.au

Katie Toland Photography
www.katietolandphotography.com.au

Sarah
Sugar Coated Mama
www.sugarcoatedmama.com

Thetis 
Sooti Event Styling + Design
www.sooti.com.au

Kristy
Flights of Fancy by Kristy
www.flightsoffancybykristy.com.au

Kristy 
Pretty Willow
www.prettywillowhire.com

Olivia 
Olive Farm Designs
www.olivefarmdesigns.com

Jimmy 
iZO Photography
www.izo.com.au

Carmen Rose Photography
www.carmenrose.com.au

Rachel & Rachael 
BE Boutique Events
www.beboutiqueevents.com.au

Carly WIlliams
CJ Williams Photography
www.cjwilliamsphoto.com.au

BECK JONES
pr + ambassador
mrs jones & me
www.mrsjonesandme.biz

JODIE KIRKHAM
proofreading

ALISHA HINDS
explore editor + ambassador
artist
www.alishahinds.com

want to feature in a future 
issue of tickle?
We LOVE introducing new Australian designers and 
makers to our readers. 

For details, please visit the contribute page at 
tickletheimagination.com.au.
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LAUREN WRIGHT
ambassador
molly and mama
www.mollyandmama.com.au

JANMAREE LOWE
ambassador
Love Handmade
www.love-handmade.com.au

ALLISON YOUNG
ambassador
allybee designs
www.allybeedesigns.com

KYLIE McGINNITY
ambassador
handmade kids
www.handmadekids.com.au

REBECCA WADGE
ambassador
scarlet designs
madeit.com.au/scarletdesigns83

www.bobkin.com.au

DEBORAH DAVEY
ambassador
two cheeky monkeys
madeit.com.au/TwoCheekyMonkeys

SAMANTHA ORMISTON
ambassador
the handmade business mentor
thehandmadebusinessmentor.com

RENATA COOPER
ambassador
forming circles
www.formingcircles.com.au

KATE WATERS
ambassador
handmade cooperative
www.handmadecooperative.com.au

DENI FOWLE
ambassador
free range living
www.freerangeliving.co

VANESSA GOWANS
ambassador
bobkin
www.bobkin.bigcartel.com

SALLY WICKS & JANE EKHOLM
ambassador
sally and jane
www.sallyandjane.com.au

thank you to our amazing group of  tickle ambassadors!
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create 

   spots &   
   stripes

framed artworks & party garlands

TUTORIAL AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON OF BLOSSOM & CAT
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Create a trio of 
colourful framed 
artworks using a 
simple colour palette 
and bold brush 
strokes. 

A gorgeous project 
to add a splash of 
colour and fresh 
look to your home.
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colour  
inspiration
Creating a colour palette for your artwork 
is easier than you think. Draw inspiration 
from objects around your home, perhaps 
a piece of vintage fabric, a favourite 
ornament or painting, some buttons or 
beads. Maybe you are inspired by a 
season, bright pastels for summer or 
muted tones for Autumn. There are 
no limits, let your imagination 
run wild.
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Red Oxide 

you will need...
+ paints - watercolour, ink or acrylic

+ card or a large sketch book with 
medium to heavy weight paper

+ paint brushes

+ scissors

+ glue stick

+ pencil & ruler

+ craft punch (I used a 2cm circle 
punch for the artwork and a 3cm 
circle punch for the garland.)

+ frames

creating your artwork...
choose a colour palette... 
Keep it simple! I suggest working with a maximum of five colours. Choosing all 
warm tones, all cool tones, all bright colours, all pastels or all neutrals will ensure 
a cohesive feel. I chose to use acrylic paint in a palette of five warm, autumn 
colours which includes a metallic light gold and metallic rose gold.

Including a metallic paint in your palette will add an extra dimension and of 
course that all important sparkle!

Rose Gold 

Light Gold 

Amethyst 

Pink 
Lemonade
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making circles...

STEP 6 Position the circle shapes and glue 
into position. Frame your finished artwork, 
hang somewhere lovely and admire!

STEP 1 Draw guidelines on your 
sketchbook 1cm wider than the size of your 
paper punch. A little extra space makes it 
easier to punch the circles.

STEP 2 Using the colours from your palette 
paint between the lines with bold stripes 
and spots. Don’t forget to paint some solid 
areas of colour as well.

STEP 3 Cut your artwork into a colourful 
pile of paper strips ready for punching.

STEP 4 Use the paper punch to punch lots 
of brightly coloured circles.

STEP 5 To finish the circle artwork measure 
the area within the mount of your frame 
and draw this size on your paper. Add an 
extra mm or 2 all the way round - this way 
you won’t see the reference lines when it’s 
framed.
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be bold...

to create the striped artwork...
Use your pencil and ruler to draw a rectangle on your sketch book a little larger 
than the area of the mount.  This will be your canvas. Use a square tipped brush 
and bold strokes to create the stripes.

Use strong brush strokes to create a simple but bold piece of artwork. There are 
no rules! Have fun playing with different colours and patterns. Enjoy the process 
of creating your work of art. 
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stitch a pretty paper garland...
You will need

+ lots of painted circles
+ sewing machine

STEP 1 Make a lot of paper circles! Paint the 
paper on both sides before punching, this will 
give you best results when hung. If you use a 
3cm punch you will need approximately 34 
circles to make 1 metre of garland.

STEP 2 Set your sewing machine to a 
medium stitch length. Choose a matching 
cotton thread or a contrasting colour if you 
want it to stand out more. Start slowly! Sew 
your garland one paper circle at a time, 
feed one through after another, you will 
soon pick up speed and be amazed how 
quickly your garland grows. Hang your 
garland with some brightly coloured tape.
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spoil mum!
mother’s day is a wonderful 

reminder to thank our mums 

for all the amazing things they 

have done for us! Following is our 

pick of handmade loveliness that 

would make perfect gifts for mum

THIS PAGE: delicious bespoke bunting by F is for Frankie. 
Find them at www.facebook.com/FisforFrankie

COMPILED BY TANYA COLLIER
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pretty pleats
Classically 1950s in styling, this handmade dress has an 
attractive bateau neckline and cap sleeves. The full skirt 
is pleated at the waist and features a self-fabric belt 
with a vintage-style maroon plastic buckle. Fastened at 
the back with an invisible zipper and a hook and eye. 
Handcrafted by Pastime Clothing. Find them online at  
www.etsy.com/au/shop/PastimeClothing

wildflower
Spoil your crafty mum with a Dailylike 'Wildflower' Fabric 
Quarter Pack. Simply gorgeous fabric for all kinds of creating 
and decorating. Perfectly coordinated in design and colour, 
use these delightful pieces of fabric for any craft project, 
special occasion or to brighten your home. Available at 
dailylike.com.au

perfect pear
This super sweet mini pear brooch is a perfect pop of colour 
for any outfit. Laser cut from 4mm maple veneer, painted 
by hand and finished with a coat of satin varnish. Available 
from blossom & cat www.blossomandcat.com.au

beautiful 
butterflies 

Four beautiful butterflies circle 
your wrist with this unique bangle. 

This gorgeous cinnabar style resin 
bangle has been hand poured, sanded 
and polished by Artistic Design - Flights of 
Fancy. Find them online at
www.madeit.com.au/FlightsOfFancy

little 
lands
Delightful miniature 
gardens created 
by Little Lands in 
Monbulk, Victoria. 
Available ready 
made, or purchase 
one of the lovely 
terrarium kits to 
make your own!  
www.littlelands.com.au
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draw your 
mum 

Create a one of a kind Mothers Day card 
with this blank 'canvas' and record the artist's 
details on the back. Dee Dub Design
www.deedubdesigns.com

soy melts
Soothe mum’s stresses away with Jadae’s 
essential oil soy melts. Large soy melts available 
in five different essential oil blends. Available from 
Jadae. www.jadae.com.au

toasty toes
Comfy crochet slipper socks made from 100% Australian 
wool. Great to keep mum’s feet toasty this winter. 
Handcrafted by Three Beans in a Pod
www.madeit.com.au/threebeansinapod 

too cute!
Gorgeous handmade crochet Poppy Flower brooch. The flower and 
leaves have been crocheted with cotton yarn and there is a soft wire 
inside the petals and leaves so that they can be posed in different ways.

Created by Fer Fox in Melbourne, www.etsy.com/au/shop/FerFoxDesign

SPOIL MUM!

kayla in 
amethyst
Hand made beaded earrings 
featuring silver foil glass focal bead 
on Sterling Silver earwires embedded 
with Swarovski Crystals and Sterling 
Silver findings. Created by Caitlin’s 
Crafty Creations  
www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au

mothers 

day

10TH MAY
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blossom pom pom
This luscious screen printed cushion is heavenly... 
With a cute pom pom trim - this divine cushion 
will add a soft flavour to your sofa, armchair or 
bedroom. Available from little miss gee.  
www.littlemissgee.com

bell 
flower
hand patina’d bell flower 
earrings with freshwater 
pearls lovingly created by 
Artistic Designs - Flights of 
Fancy. Find them online at
flights-of-fancy.com.au

beautiful bunting
This pretty bunting has been made using hand 
dyed vintage lace doilies, teamed together with 
handmade binding. As these are handmade 
products no two buntings are the same. Available 
from F is for Frankie - www.fisforfrankie.com

just stitch it
This long wallet is everything a mum needs! A place 
for everything and everything in its place. Available in 
kit form - the love you put into every stitch will ensure 
this gift is well received and loved for many years to 
come. The traditional technique of saddle stitch used 
will give you an heirloom quality piece. Available from 
Hammered Leatherworks. 
www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au

vintage inspired
A handmade, vintage-inspired day dress featuring a 
fully-lined fitted bodice with an elegant boat neckline. 
Handcrafted by Pastime Clothing.  
www.etsy.com/au/shop/PastimeClothing
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feathered
A beautiful piece by artist Shani 
Nottingham of Rare Pear Studio. 
Created in watercolour on cold pressed watercolour paper, the 
original of ‘Blue Feather Lovely’ is available for purchase, as are 
limited edition, signed prints. www.rarepearstudio.com.au

knitted
Cotton singlet top made from a retro knitting 
pattern in cotton/acrylic mix Knitted by 
TigsTogs. www.etsy.com/shop/TigsTogs

felt ball trivets
Add some colour and happiness to your 

table top or kitchen bench with one of 
Happy as Larry Designs’ new Gelato 

trivets. Matching coaster sets 
available too. Find them online at  

www.happyaslarrydesigns.com

make it !
The Maya is the perfect clutch for the stylish mum on the run 
- large enough to hold the essentials, yet versatile enough to 
be used on many occasions. Available ready to post or sew 
your Maya Clutch Purse with our PDF pattern. Available from 
Little Moo Designs. www.littlemoodesigns.com.au

SPOIL MUM!

mothers 
day

10TH MAY

pretty 
 pendant
Spoil mum with a sweet pendant featuring navy floral fabric 
set in a cherry wood hoop. Created by Gorgeous by Carly. 
www.madeit.com.au/Gorgeous_By_Carly
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Camp Talia
WORDS & STYLING IVY & OAK | PHOTOGRAPHY KATIE TOLAND 

Talia wanted the ultimate ‘sleepover party’ with a breakfast feast for her 10th birthday. 
At 10, what’s the ultimate sleepover? One that never ends! So we took inspiration from 
a land where dreams can come true, Peter Pan’s Neverland, and created Talia’s own 
Tiger Lily inspired camp. A place where her and her friends could create their own 
Neverland magic amongst the trees and enjoy a tribal breakfast feast. 
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Camp Talia began under the dream catchers 
with an evening of camp crafts. Each guest 
was greeted with their own floral and feather 
headdress and a personalized craft kit which 
included tools, templates and materials to make 
their own paper feathers.  

‘Second star to the 
right,’ said Peter, 
and then straight 
on till morning’



28 tickletheimagination.com.au

After a night of chatter 
in the teepee the girls 
awoke to their breakfast 
feast. 

The breakfast bar contained 
a selection of traditional 
breakfast favourites, muesli, 
porridge and fresh fruit and 
was accompanied by a 
delicious array of breakfast 
treats, including waffles with 
seasonal berries and buttermilk 
pancake stacks. 



tickletheimagination.com.au 29

st
yl

in
g 

iv
y 

&
 o

ak
 |

 p
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

 K
at

ie
 T

ol
an

d
 



30 tickletheimagination.com.au

st
yl

in
g 

iv
y 

&
 o

ak
 |

 p
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

 K
at

ie
 T

ol
an

d
 



tickletheimagination.com.au 31

Nestled amongst the breakfast display, a few of Talia’s 
favourite sweet treats made an appearance. Salted 
caramel macarons, petite vanilla bean cupcakes with 
swiss meringue buttercream, and “ arrow” cake pops 
featuring edible wafer paper feathers!

The cake selection was a trio of cakes. Each cake 
represented Talia’s favourite cake flavours. A two 
tiered white chocolate raspberry mud cake and 
a smaller single tiered chocolate mud cake. Both 
featured handmade sugar blooms, hand cut sugar 
feathers and copper accents. The third cake was 
a naked milk chocolate cake with swiss meringue 
buttercream, flavoured with freeze dried strawberries 
and topped with fresh blueberries and strawberries on 
a delicate floral wreath.

So next time you’re amongst the pine trees look a little 
closer and see if you can see the feathers floating in 
the breeze at Camp Talia.  
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Camp Talia contributors
+ Event design & styling: Ivy & Oak Events | www.ivyandoak.com.au

+ Photography: Katie Toland Photography | www.katietolandphotography.com.au 

+ Cakes & desserts: Studio Cake | www.studiocake.com.au

+ Décor (craft kits, dream catchers, garlands, head dresses):  
   Dunne with Style | www.dunnewithstyle.com

+ Tutu & Cape: Tutu Du Monde | www.tutudumonde.com
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TOP ROW (L-R) Watercolour Wreath by Ruby May, handpainted watercolour 
‘Pastel Petal’ Save the Date by Sail and Swan Studio, Fawn Invitation by 
Behind the Green Door, Floral Invite by Pure Design Studios

BOTTOM ROW (L-R) Botanical Red invitation set by Bella Stationery Studio, 
Custom, hand-drawn, floral wedding invitation by Papette Boutique, 
Printable rustic floral watercolour wedding invitation set by Magenta Designs

please visit the designers and makers directory at the end of the magazine 
for contact details

you’re invited...
COMPILED BY TANYA COLLIER

The first inkling of any celebration, invitations set the tone for what is to come. We love beautiful 
invitations and Australia has a wealth of designers who offer a gorgeous selection of stationery - 
here are some of our favourites
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a copy of ‘Now We Are Six’, the book has been passed down 
through the family. One of my favourite childhood memories 
is of digging these books out of Granny’s bottom drawer and 
listening to her read the poems from the foot of my bed when I 
stayed with her. My Dad’s name is inscribed on the inside cover, 
the pages are stained and torn; it’s easy to see the amount of 
love it’s been shown over the years. Both books now take pride 
of place in my studio and, to me, are another little reminder to 
keep ticking all of my boxes and walking in all of the squares.

meet chloë...
I have so many fond memories of making as a child. Whether 
it was sitting in Granny’s garden, painting masterpieces on 
her pavement with a bucket of water and a brush in hand, 
or presenting my Gran with ornaments we constructed out of 
lumps of clay from the dam, I was always up for the chance 
to make things. My love of paper started at around age eight 
and my first business venture followed shortly after. My cousin 
and I set up Leap Frog Designs from our grandparents dining 
room table one school holidays and sold stamped greeting 
cards (complete with a frog logo on the back that was heat 
embossed over the toaster) to any neighbour that had twenty 
cents to spare.

While I can thank my family for fostering that creativity from a 
very young age, my working life started a long way from design. 
While I continued to study, create and learn along the way, I 
was sure I had found my forever job in children’s services. Seven 
years later, at 23, I created Lines & Squares as a little something 
fun to fuel my creativity alongside my ‘real’ job. Unbeknown to 
me at the time, life had other plans. Health eventually forced 
me to resign from my five year position, which allowed me to 
give Lines & Squares a little extra love and devotion. Now, five 
years on, here we are! Never in my wildest dreams could I have 
envisaged the bundle of joy we’ve created, but I’m ever so 
thankful we have!

The name is by far one of the most frequently asked questions. If 
you were to ask my friends, they would probably rattle off a tale 
about my pedantic ways. I was the child at school who would 
rewrite my homework five times over, not to check my answers, 
but to ensure it was neat and tidy, lined up and square. If you 
were to ask my family, they’d tell you that Lines & Squares is 
an A.A. Milne poem from ‘When We Were Very Young’. Back 
in 1936, my grandmother was awarded a copy of the book 
for a piece of poetry she had written in grade five. Along with 

lines & squares
WORDS BY CHLOë HOPE-JOHNSTONE

IMAGE: JINKY ART PHOTOGRAPHY - WWW. JINKYART.COM.AU
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inspired by... 
Inspiration comes in varied forms for me. My clients are always 
number one on the list. With each job unique to its owner, clients 
have the ability to challenge you with their design concepts 
and push your creative boundaries. 

tools of the trade...
The things that get the biggest work out in our studio are the 
bits and bobs you’d imagine. Our print-room is lined with floor to 
ceiling paper racks and I spend most of my days designing at 
my desk, while we meticulously feed exquisite papers through 
our printers - but the nuts and bolts are far from glamour! While 
our line of handmade papers are basking in the sun, we ladies 
are often surrounded by a sea of soggy couching cloths. Our 
latest investment was a car load of Jarrah from the salvage 
yard and a circular drill press to make spools for our silk ribbons.

favourite creative people...
We’re blessed to work alongside some of the country’s most 
talented wedding and event folk, a lot of whom we’re lucky 
enough to call our friends. The opportunity to design and 
showcase our work alongside people who are undeniably the 
best in the business is something that still makes me pinch myself 
each and every day.

creative passions...
While I can’t compete with the talent that surrounds me, 
my camera is always within reach. I spend a lot of my days 
documenting occasions in words and type and print, but 
there’s something about capturing life in a different form that 
fascinates me. 

typical week...
Each week in the studio usually sees a wedding order or two 
but, like all small business owners, I wear many hats and slip in 
and out of a whole host of different roles. Alongside my day-to-
day design work, I play secretary, accountant and head of PR. 
I communicate with our paper merchants and suppliers to hunt 
down the most incredible stock possible for our future products 
and you’ll often find me on the tail of typographers or perusing 
recent work from the clever folk that help to keep our designs 
fresh and current.

 I am extremely 
thankful to have had the 

chance to build something that 
feeds my hunger 
for creativity and 

encourages me to make the 

most of what I have to give.

“

”
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lessons learned...
I fast learnt that business is, and I’m sure it always 
will be, a steep learning curve. Challenges exist in 
every facet of life and line of work, however those 
challenges can hit hard when you’re delivering a 
product or service that you’re particularly attached 
to. Discover your strong points, hone in on them 
and devote your time to doing them well.

IM
A

G
E:

 K
RY

ST
A

 G
UI

LL
E 

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y



40 tickletheimagination.com.au

IM
A

G
ES

: F
IO

N
A

 V
A

IL
 P

HO
TO

G
RA

PH
Y 

W
W

W
.F

IO
N

A
V

A
IL

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y.
C

O
M

.A
U



tickletheimagination.com.au 41

business resources...
The biggest blessing in my life as a businesswoman thus far has 
been the likes of Perth Upmarket. It boasts a great sense of 
community and comradery, with like-minded folk always at the 
ready to share their wealth of knowledge, to brainstorm and to 
problem solve.

secret of success...
During the five years that my little Lines & Squares has been 
pumping out paperwares, my family and I have muddled our 
way through a hefty obstacle course on the health front. While 
I’m by no means conquering the world or making millions, I am 
extremely thankful to have had the chance to build something 
that feeds my hunger for creativity and encourages (or forces 
when need be) me to make the most of what I have to give. 
Bank balances do matter and it’s not been smooth sailing by 
any stretch of the imagination, but we’re afloat and I know 
somedays that alone is an accomplishment to relish.

favourite things...
I’m sure that almost everyone in the wedding world would 
agree that it’s always a delight to know that a couple has 
entrusted you with such a noteworthy occasion but, more 
recently, nothing has brought a bigger smile to my face than 
the joy of knowing that somebody, somewhere, has a piece of 
my art hanging on their wall. 

future plans...
We’re dreaming big with some inspiring styled shoots and sweet 
new products in the pipeline. In the meantime, our online store is 
in the making and we’re looking forward to adding a whole host 
of new stationery products and art prints to our collection.

Lines & Squares
Chloë Hope-Johnstone
linesandsquares.com
facebook.com/linesandsquares
Connolly, Western Australia (By appointment)

The story of Lines & 
Squares is one that goes hand-in-

hand and is impossible to tell without 
our tale of chronic pain.
In a crazy little turn of events, my pain started exactly 
fourteen days before Lines & Squares was officially 
registered and ready to go. With a sudden onset but 
no dramatic accident or event to report, we quickly 
began treating my abdominal pain as a virus of sorts. 
From one specialist to another, every test and scan 
came back clear, so we followed the same course of 
action for almost two years, until a kind and thorough 
dietician pushed for something more. Her call to action 
prompted a referral to a pain specialist and, although 
we had no sure answers as to why, we finally had a 
diagnosis that eventually rang true. 

With no solid evidence, I wasn’t without my doubts; 
why should I agree to the same procedure that the 
same specialist had performed on my Gran at 80-odd? 
The idea of what was happening to my body defied 
everything I’d been taught about pain in my then 25 
years. It turns out that our nervous systems are fussy 
and extremely complicated things and I think our initial 
two year debacle shows just how little we understand 
them. In turn, while we’re blamelessly unaware, that 
misunderstanding naturally leads to uneducated 
responses and the facts are tainted by stigma. It’s that 
which makes chronic pain a very personal plight, yet 
one that is scarily familiar to a lot of people. Although 
they are of great comfort to my family and I, with 1 in 
5 people suffering from persistent pain at some point 
in their life, unfortunately I’ve come to know far too 
many friends that share a similar story. Five years on, all 
of the hospital staff have come to know me by name. 
I’m sporting some swish new hardware in the form of 
a spinal cord stimulator, which comes complete with 
a personal remote and charger to boost the battery 
implanted in my hip. Alas, we’re far from pain-free, but 
I’m armed with an entire team of health professionals 
that continue to help me, my family 
and so many others fight for just 
that. The life that I lead with Lines 
& Squares is a direct result of my 
family and those special folk and I 
can only hope that others are able 
to follow suit and reap the same 
rewards.

To find out more 

about how Lines & Squares is trying to 
raise awareness, visit...  
linesandsquares.com/giving-back

and for more information on chronic 
pain, please visit...
+ Pain Australia - painaustralia.org.au
+ Pain Health WA - painhealth.csse.uwa.edu.au
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Olivia (Olive Farm Designs), Kristy (Pretty Willow 
Prop Hire) and I (Flights of Fancy by Kristy) wanted 
to style a shoot to demonstrate that you don’t 
have to compromise on style or elegance to 
have an eco-friendly celebration. When we 
think eco-friendly we normally picture a vintage 
or bohemian style wedding – we wanted to do 
something that didn’t obviously look eco-friendly. 
We also wanted to style a glamorous shoot but 
give it a real local Western Australian flavour by 
adding coastal elements.

eco elegance
PHOTOGRAPHY IZO PHOTOGRAPHY | STYLING FLIGHTS OF FANCY BY KRISTY

a glamorous celebration 
that proves you don’t need 
to compromise on style or 
elegance to be eco-friendly
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venue & menu
First on our list was to find a venue that fit in with this philosophy. Raw Kitchen was the perfect choice – 
not only is the restaurant housed in a beautiful 1920s repurposed warehouse in Fremantle but they cite 
sustainability and environmental awareness as central to their ethos. Every aspect of Raw Kitchen’s 
business has been evaluated for its greater ecological impact and they aim to showcase and support 
positive sustainable practice in the industry. Local, organic and ethical produce and products are used 
wherever possible and their menu is designed to minimise food miles, unnecessary transport and storage.  
Their menu showcases plant-based cuisine and raw, pure ingredients. All dishes are gluten, dairy and 
sugar free but, as we and our models can attest, taste (and look) amazing!
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crockery
Something as simple as choosing 
products that are locally made as 

opposed to those that are imported 
from overseas can make your event more 

eco-friendly and personal. With this in mind we 
sourced crockery from the very talented Patricia 

Fernandes, a Perth-based ceramist. Patricia 
uses discarded antique Indian textile prints and, 
combined with a Scandinavian design flavour, 

creates handmade porcelain objects. Her 
‘Functionality’ dinnerware collection 

featured in the shoot is perfect for 
domestic and commercial 

everyday use.
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love!

IM
A

G
ES

:  
IZ

O
 P

HO
TO

G
RA

PH
Y 

| 
ST

YL
IN

G
: F

LI
G

HT
S 

O
F 

FA
N

C
Y 

BY
 K

RI
ST

Y

stationery
Tash from The Articulate created some 
gorgeous hand-lettered stationery on 

recycled kraft stock. Having your stationery 
hand-lettered avoids the use of the energy and 
materials expended during the printing process. 

It also adds a really personal touch to your 
wedding and if your guests are anything like 
us, they will all want to take their stationery 

home with them as a keepsake rather 
than it going into the bin!
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styling & hire
The furniture used for the shoot was supplied by Pretty Willow. Kristy sources and up-cycles one 
off vintage pieces for hire and has a truly unique and ever-growing collection. Re-using vintage 
pieces for your wedding adds character as well as being eco-friendly. And vintage doesn’t 
have to mean 1920s or 1950s – it can be from any era and sometimes may not even look 
vintage as in this shoot.

The various other decorative pieces were from Flights of Fancy. The driftwood garlands featured 
in the shoot were made from local driftwood. All other pieces are part of our decor hire 
collection, many of them being one off vintage pieces.

The incredible floral installation and other florals were created by Jane of IVY Flowers. Jane 
predominantly used flowers that were in season and could be obtained locally along with 
succulents which are very eco-friendly as they can actually be kept and re-used or re-planted 
after the event.  
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gowns and headpieces
The models’ beautiful gowns were supplied by local hire business, Tux & Tutu. Hiring 
your outfit is not only eco-friendly but can also save you forking out hundreds of 
dollars for a dress or suit you may only wear once. Kendall has a wide range of 
designer dresses for hire, from cocktail dresses to ball gowns, including designers 
Eileen Kirby, Rachel Gilbert, Unspoken, Bariano, Manning Cartell, Seduce, Talulah 
and many more.

The gorgeous headpieces were custom designed and made by Olive Farm Designs. 
Owner and designer Olivia only purchases fabrics from fair trade businesses and 
makes everything by hand. She has a lot of brides these days providing her with left 
over fabric from their dresses to turn into a headpiece which is a great way of using 
fabric that would otherwise be wasted.  
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hair & makeup
The makeup for this shoot was all about 

healthy glowing skin, moody bronzed eyes and 
bright lips. Christina from Theodorus Makeup let 

the models’ freckles and other skin imperfections 
shine through to achieve a look that speaks ‘natural 

beauty’. Since the shoot took place indoors with limited 
natural lighting, a sweep of metallic golden shade on the 
eyes helped to amplify any bit of light touching the face. 

The bold colour choice on the lips added a touch of 
glamour to balance everything else. Hera Studio by 

Jessica Juanita was responsible for the beautiful 
hairstyles.  Hair was kept simple and natural to 

complement the glamorous gowns and 
headpieces.
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photography

Finally the shoot was photographed by the 
incredible Jimmy from iZO Photography. We love 

Jimmy’s style as well as his philosophy on wedding 
photography. Jimmy focuses on telling the story of 
the day by taking a fly-on-the-wall approach. His 

documentary style of photography allows the couple 
and their loved ones to enjoy their big day with 

little intervention from him - resulting in authentic, 
meaningful images that resonate with his 

couples. He meshes this style beautifully with a 
fine art approach to photographing portraits 

and details, creating a unique blend that 
couples love.
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cake
The wedding cake was created by local business 
Cherry Pies Cakes. All of Christy’s cakes are made 
from scratch using only quality ingredients such as free 
range eggs and milk. She can also cater for specific 
dietary requirements such as no gluten, dairy or eggs.

eco elegance contributors
+ styling - Flights of Fancy by Kristy 
+ headpieces & fashion styling  
    - Olive Farm Designs 
+ furniture - Pretty Willow 
+ photography - iZO Photography 
+ venue - Raw Kitchen
+ floral design - IVY Flowers 
+ stationery - The Articulate 
+ crockery - Patricia Fernandes 
+ cake - Cherry Pies Cakes 
+ makeup - Theodorus Makeup 
+ hair - Héra Studio by Jessica Juanita
+ dresses - Tux & Tutu

for contact details please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of the magazine
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handmade paper
PHOTOGRAPHY AND TUTORIAL BY TANYA COLLIER AND INDIGO COLLIER

Transform your scrap paper into 

something truly beautiful and 

unique. Handcrafting your 

own recycled paper is super 

satisfying and surprisingly 

simple! 

The circle-shaped deckle 

and mould offers a fun 

alternative to the traditional 

format and is the perfect size 

for creating beautiful hand-

lettered stationery for your 

next special celebration.

A wonderful weekend project 

that will be enjoyed by all ages.

create
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you will need...
+ scrap paper
+ bucket
+ 2 x 7” embroidery hoops
+ calico
+ blender
+ deep dish/basin a little 
larger than your hoops
+ felt/cloth for couching
+ towels for cushioning

step 1 - rip and soak your paper...
Rip your scrap paper into small pieces about 2cm square. We created 15 
sheets of circle paper with a half a bucket of ripped paper. 

Cover the paper pieces with water and mix well. Soak them for two to 
three hours, or until the pieces breaks apart easily. Warm water will make 
this process a little quicker.       
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step 3 - turn your paper pieces into pulp...

After a few hours have passed, 
check on your paper. When it 
breaks down between your fingers, 
it is ready to turn into pulp. Grab a 
handful and squeeze the water from 
it and fill a cup measure with it. 

Fill your basin three quarters full with 
water. Pour the paper pulp from your 
blender into the basin of water and stir to 
combine. 

step 2 - create your 
deckle & mould...

While your paper is soaking you can get to work 
creating your deckle and mould. The deckle 

and mould are essential tools for paper 
making. The mould is a frame covered 

with fabric or screening and will be 
used to catch the paper pulp. The 

deckle is an open frame, the same 
size, which will create the papers 
edge.

We’ve used embroidery hoops 
with calico fabric to create our 
circle-shaped deckle and mould. 

To create your mould simply 
dampen the calico fabric and 

stretch it into one of the embroidery 
hoops and tighten. The inside frame 

of the second embroidery hoop will 
be used as your deckle.

d e c k l e

m o u l d

Place the cup of paper into your blender. 
Add three cups of water. Put the lid onto 
your blender and pulse two or three 
times, then blend for approx 30 seconds, 
until all the paper pieces are completely 
broken down.
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Gather your towels and couching cloths ready for the paper making process. Stack towels first, 
then pop your first couching cloth on top.

Give the mixture a quick stir to ensure the pulp is evenly dispersed. Holding the deckle on top of 
the mould, begin sliding them into the pulp mixture, until they are sat evenly under the water. 
Slowly raise them up and hold level, allowing the excess water to drip back into the basin for 20 
to 30 seconds.

Remove the deckle from the mould and carefully flip it over onto a couching cloth. Press down, 
then remove the mould, leaving the pulp on the cloth. 

Repeat until you have used all the pulp in your basin.

Stack the cloths with pulp on top of each other and cover the top layer with another cloth. Place 
the stack between two flat boards (such as bread boards) and sit on top (or place heavy books 
on top) to squeeze out excess water.

step 4 - couch it
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step 5 - dry it
Once you have squeezed out all the 
excess water, separate the cloths and 
lay them flat, out in the sunshine or 
somewhere warm, to dry.

When dry, your sheet of paper will peel 
cleanly away from the couching cloth.

To ensure it is completely dry, leave 
overnight before writing on your paper.

tips...
+ the best paper to use for this project is old photocopy paper. 
Newspaper and old phonebooks can be used, but the end result 
won’t be quite as lovely.

+ avoid glossy papers as they don’t break down as easily and can 
result in paper that is difficult to write on.

+ if using white paper with black print, your paper will turn out greyish 
in colour. We created this lovely lilac colour by adding a single sheet 
of red paper to the initial mix!

+ for something different, try adding glitter for sparkle or include a little 
nature by adding pressed flowers or leaves to the mix.

+ to speed up the drying process, place each sheet of paper 
between two cloths and iron dry.
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stylist secrets
three of Australia’s most amazing stylists share 
their top tips for taking an inkling of an idea 
and turning it into a beautiful celebration!   >

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Styling Sugar Coated Mama, Photographer Redmoose 
Photography, Flowers Rosehip flowers, Wedding Dress Designs by Melanie Ford, Suit Uber 
Stone, Johanna Johnson vintage headpiece and bracelet Exquisite Jewels for Hire, 
Furniture and props The Wedding Designer, Crab Apple Vintage, Unique Vintage Events 
and The Event Storeroom, White cakes, marshmallows, fudge Wild Rose Sweets and 
Styling, Macaroons Fifi La' Femme, Naked cake, sticky date puddings, melting moments 
Get Frosted



60 tickletheimagination.com.au

sugar coated mama 
I’m an over the top sweet tooth, a party planner and stylist, a big believer in living 

life with a truck load of passion, and I’m Sugar Coated Mama. Sugar Coated Mama 

came about from my insatiable desire to sugar coat anything and everything, even 

a meat pie if I could! I worked for over 15 years in Public Relations for the TV industry, 

and one day decided to take a sabbatical to spend more time with family. I started 

baking and styling food as a stay at home mama, fell in love, and never looked back! 

I live with my hard working hubby and little girl Mia in a stunning part of the world just 

out of Sydney. We have our much awaited new little miracle bubba arriving in April, 

so we couldn't be happier! 

In addition to styling and creating events, I also pop up on the box each month 

as Channel 9 TODAY show’s ‘resident party queen’, showcasing DIY ideas for fun 

celebrations. It gets a little crazy, but love the fun on live TV! 

Check out Sarah’s blog here www.sugarcoatedmama.com where you can view her 

Ch9 segments, and visit her Facebook, Instagram and Pinterest pages. 

Life’s too short, 
     eat dessert first.

Sarah

*
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THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Styling Sugar Coated Mama, Photographer Redmoose 
Photography, Flowers Rosehip flowers, Wedding Dress Designs by Melanie Ford, 
Suit Uber Stone, Johanna Johnson vintage headpiece and bracelet Exquisite 
Jewels for Hire, Furniture and props The Wedding Designer, Crab Apple Vintage, 
Unique Vintage Events and The Event Storeroom, White cakes, marshmallows, 
fudge Wild Rose Sweets and Styling, Macaroons Fifi La' Femme, Naked cake, sticky 
date puddings, melting moments Get Frosted, Travelling Tea House Maudie Macs 
Travelling Tea House

Please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of the magazine for 
contact details

Sarah’s top tips
1 mood / colour board – Create a mood board with 

a collection of textures, inspiring images, colour 
palettes and text related to your design theme. 
You can create a mood board online via Pinterest 
or Adobe Photoshop, even in Word if you don’t 
have fancy software. Sometimes I create a physical 
board with fabric swatches and images out of 
magazines, the tactile boards are often more fun 
but a little more time consuming. This thematic 
setting is where the inspiration starts! 

2 favourite vendors – Next step for me is to contact 
all my favourite vendors ie: Photographer, Florist, 

Designer, Cake Artisans etc… Working with 
like-minded passionate people is so important 
in creating a beautiful event. Thankfully for this 
wedding, all my peeps were available. I had a 
vision of horses, romantic blooms, vintage touches 
and rustic dessert table with tantalising country 
charm. I am not an expert in all of these areas, so 
it is best to focus on the areas you are passionate 
about and good at, then farm out the rest. Make a 
short list of your favourite vendors and work within 
your budget to purchase the elements / services 
you really have to have at the event. Often vendors 
need plenty of notice, so having a timeline and 
working a few months out from the event is critical.   

3 timing / location – Time of the year and location 
play a very important role in how beautiful an 
event can be. My love of peonies helped dictate 
the timing of this event, as they are only in season 
for a short time. It seems crazy to organise a 
wedding around the season of a flower, but for me 
this was important! Rosehip Flowers embraced the 
vision and helped to create a huge hanging Peonie 
chandelier, Peonie flowers spilling out of wooden 
boxes, bouquets and stunning accents for desserts. 
Flowers for me are one of the most important 
elements to any beautiful event. 

My country upbringing has 
been pulling me towards styling 
a rustic wedding for a long time. 
When I clapped eyes on Tocal 
Homestead, with its stunning 
countryside setting and charming 
barn with warm wooden beams 
I had an inkling of an idea!

*
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We love to work closely with our 
clients to achieve their dream vision, 
and love seeing their reactions when 
it all comes together. With our passion 
and creativity from concept creation 
to planning and execution we will be 
sure to create something amazing!

Thetis’ top tips
1 Once you have a vague idea or notion 

about something but can’t quite put 

your finger on it, I would start scouring 

blogs, google images, pinterest and 

even interior design magazines and see 

if anything grabs your attention. 

2 Create yourself a design board, start 

adding images based on colours, 

textures and examples of what it is you 

are trying to achieve. 

3 Sketch out your ideas on paper, even 

those who are not the best drawers 

like myself can interpret it in your own 

way - and no one else needs to see it at 

that stage. I also suggest colouring your 

sketch with pencils or watercolours. 

4 Hopefully by this stage your “inkling” 

of an idea is coming to life and makes 

more sense to you - and you can see it 

as a whole on your design board.

5 Source your products and props, make 

a plan and watch your idea turn into 

something beautiful!! 

There is nothing better than seeing something 

come to life that you envisioned in your head 

months or even years ago.

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Event design & styling Sooti Event Styling + Design, Florist Badlands & 

Co., Photographer Alison Mayfield Photography, Furniture hire Dann Event Hire, Long high bars 

& paddle stools Complete Function Hire, Venue Two Ton Max, Ceremony Langford120

Please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of the magazine for contact details
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Thetis

* sooti event styling + design 
Sooti Events is a Melbourne based Event Styling + Design studio creating 
fresh and fun weddings, events and occasions. Being detail orientated, we 
like to inject our client’s personality into each event, resulting in a unique 
and super original concept each time.

Creative Director: Thetis Sardo
www.sooti.com.au // info@sooti.com.au
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flights of fancy by kristy
Whether you have a clear vision for your event and need someone to help 

bring it to life or you have no idea what you want or where to start Flights 

of Fancy by Kristy can help.  We love working closely with our clients to 

create unique, personally styled events and ensure that everything comes 

together on the day. 

www.flightsoffancybykristy.com.au

Kristy

*

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Styling Flights of Fancy by Kristy, 
Photography CJ Williams Photography Furniture & prop 
hire Pretty Willow, Backdrop Hello Love, Cake De La Rosa, 
Stationery The Articulate, Floral design Zahara
Please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of 
the magazine for contact details
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Kristy’s top tips
1 Be open to finding inspiration anywhere

2 Don't dismiss an idea because it seems 
crazy or unachievable - there are always 
ways to turn something fanciful into 
something real

3 Brainstorm your idea as it may transform 
or lead to other ideas

4 Discuss your idea with someone whose 
opinion you trust - getting a different 
view can be valuable5 Create inspiration boards to see how 
you might bring your idea to life and 
ensure consistency in your styling

6 Engage the right people to help you 
bring your idea to life - look for vendors 
whose styles suit your own and who are 
creative, positive and open to doing 
something different

7 Although the creative part of styling an 
event is fun, don't forget the logistics of 
setting up on the day - there is no point 
having amazing ideas and plans if they 
aren't properly executed

I have always had an active imagination.  
As a child this meant countless hours 
of making up my own plays and 
dances, and performing songs in front 
of an imaginary audience.  As an adult 
this imaginative streak has remained, 
although these days I channel it into 
pursuits such as writing, decorating 
my home and styling weddings and 
other events through my business, 
Flights of Fancy by Kristy.
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free gift!
receive a fun starter 
embroidery kit from 

dandelyne when 
you subscribe to 

tickle!

*

G O R G e O u s  k i t s  t O 
i n s P i R e  y O u R  L O v e  
O f  e m b R O i d e R y . 
Dandelyne LOVES embroidery and 
is passionate about sharing it with 
the world. The kits can be purchased 
with one of her unique miniature 
embroidery hoops which allow you 
to wear your stitchy awesomeness. 
Carefully crafted in Melbourne, these 
kits include all the essentials to get you 
started!

www.dandelyne.com

Perfect for mothers day or spoil yourself!



tickletheimagination.com.au 67

ISSUE 18 | SUMMER 2014/15
www.tickletheimagination.com.au

dream 
create  inspire

 IS
SN

 2
20

1-
05

48
  R

RP
 A

US
 $

15
.0

0 

MEGA HANDMADE GIVEAWAY INSIDE...share for your chance to win!

9
77

22
01

05
40

07
>IN

C
G

ST

M A G A Z I N E

D R E A M  •  C R E A T E  •  I N S P I R E
ISSUE 17 | SPRING 2014

www.tickletheimagination.com.au

paper.
scissors.

rock.

 IS
SN

 2
20

1-
05

48
  R

RP
 A

US
 $

15
.0

0 

BE INSPIRED... gorgeous photoshoots, meet designers & makers, creative projects & more!

9
77

22
01

05
40

07
>IN

C
G

ST

M A G A Z I N E

D R E A M  •  C R E A T E  •  I N S P I R E

ISSUE 19 | AUTUMN 2015
www.tickletheimagination.com.au

 IS
SN

 2
20

1-
05

48
  R

RP
 A

US
 $

15
.0

0 

BE INSPIRED... gorgeous photoshoots, meet designers & makers, creative projects & more!

9
77

22
01

05
40

07
>IN

C
G

ST

M A G A Z I N E

C R E A T I V E  G O O D N E S S

inkling

dream
+ eco elegance
+ petit ami de jardin
+ neverland

create
+ circle and stripes wall art
+ french almond macarons
+ handmade paper

inspire
+ lines & squares
+ botanica naturalis

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
& RECEIVE A GIFT!

+ Receive 4 print issues
+ Never miss an issue
+ Free delivery*
+ PLUS receive a gift!

 free gift+4 issues

Subscribe to  
tickle the imagination 
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a fun dandelyne embroidery 
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embroidery kit - our gift to you!
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inspired by...
Rainy days and favourite music albums ~ friends 

and family ~ seasonal changes in flowers and 

foliage ~ coffee and good conversation ~ 

good stationery, ceramics and feathers in glass 

jars ~ sticks… all sticks and branches, natural 

found objects and the days sourcing them ~ 

silence and space ~ my favourite inspiration 

though is spontaneous creativity.. just listening 

to my creative intuition.
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Botanica Naturalis

Tell us a little about yourself and Botanica Naturalis...

I am Anna Forbes Rohan, I am born and raised here in Perth. I 
started Botanica Naturalis in 2013 working from home in South 
Beach, Fremantle and now have a studio in Fremantle with a 
creative team of florists, vendors and photographers that help 
the ‘Team Botanica’ daily dream.

I’ve been a florist since the mid 90’s and have worked both 
here in Perth and overseas in London. I have always done 
what is now called freelance floristry and enjoy being able to 
create a business around all of the skills and education that I 
have gathered - from travelling and living overseas combined 
with my returning to study art and sculpture as a mature 
age student. The two qualifications that I have seem to lend 
themselves to this unique form of floristry. 

My business name comes from the many Botanical prints that 
adorn my walls. The two words are Latin for Botany and Natural 
or a Naturalist - one versed in natural botany… seems to suit me.

Your bouquets have an almost inky, painterly feel about them – 
And your palettes are often unexpected but so very beautiful. Is 
your talent for colour and texture something you were born with 
or something you have learned?

That is such a lovely description! Thank you.

I think its something I was born with, that has been enhanced in 
the last decade or so - or come into its own.

I have always colour coordinated things and have a natural 
colour wheel ticking in my brain. It has been refined over the 
years through floristry and art school but it is something I’ve 
always had. In fact I think it runs in my family - my sister has it 
to and so does my father and my grandmother. I like the in-
between colours and monochromatic the most.

WORDS ANNA ROHAN

ABOVE: Anna Rohan, the face behind Botanica Naturalis. 

Image by Peggy Saas

As for texture, I’m addicted to texture and layering 
texture - I always have been. Flowers are such a wonderful 
kaleidoscope of texture and colour, I am very lucky to work 
with such subjects. But it is also what I wrap them in and how 
I select them at the market in the morning ~ it’s an all day 
process! 



70 tickletheimagination.com.au

What are the tools of your trade?

I use so many materials in my creative practice.

My tool box - my favourite toolbox is a new addition to my 
‘normal’ black and yellow Bunnings toolbox. It is a 1930’s green 
marbled Bakelite technicians’ toolbox I bought myself recently 
from America on Etsy and I love it! - is full of florist scissors, washi 
tape, luggage tags and ink pads with my Botanica stamp for 
deliveries, gaffa tape, florist tape, jute string, butchers twine, 
parafilm tape, masking tape, copper wire, twitching wire, 
hairspray, cable ties, safety pins, dress pins, fabric scissors and 
lace off cuts and cream satin ribbon. 

That’s just the one on hand tool box that is always on my 
front seat in the van and comes out onsite with me - my van 
is constantly full of props and objects, buckets and all sorts of 
things.

At the moment my material list is mostly flowers, plant foliage 
and moss. But as wedding season really kicks in then I go into 
embellishments such as different laces and silks, diamanté 
brooches and Bakelite buttons, plus weaving with vines and 
sticks to make armatures, different papers and decorative 
crafts and this year some embossing and print work.

I also see furniture and props as materials and at the moment 
my driveway is full of wooden crates, metal rings from wine 
barrels, hat stands for an up-and-coming wedding… materials 
can be anything!

Who are your favourite creative people and businesses?

My favourite artist is Andy Goldsworthy and I have so many 
favourite florists…Vasette in Melbourne, Grandiflora in Sydney 
those are probably my top favourites of all time - but there are 
many!

My favourite vendors and businesses are mostly the people 
I collaborate and work with. I have really enjoyed working 
with Chapter One this year. As their in-house florist, getting to 
work out on site regularly creating beautiful pinterest heaven 
images for pre-wedding shoots is an amazing job description!

I’ve enjoyed all of the work that I’ve done with the ladies from 
Style and Focus (Jo Carmichael and Jody Darcy) two of the 
most qualified and amazing women. Their knowledge and 
sense of humour and devotion to their field just inspires me. 

“Flowers are such a wonderful 

kaleidoscope of texture and colour, I am 

very lucky to work with such subjects.” 
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advice for  
aspiring florists...
+ Follow your heart. Follow your intuition. 
+ Learn all of the rules, perfect all of the 

rules and then bend all of the rules and 
make some new ones of your own.

+ Take work experience in all fields.

+ Celebrate the seasons and educate 
the people about the happiness of 
flowers and their traditions.

+ Learn about botany, horticulture and 
all the aspects of floristry… it will enrich 
you.



72 tickletheimagination.com.au

3 tips to help 
cut flowers last 
longer...
+ The main tip I have is in the selection 

of blooms because if they are old 

when you purchase them it is hard 

to avoid them withering. Also, if your 

florist asks if you would like water for 

the drive home - definitely say yes!

+ Make sure that the vessel is clean first 

and change the vessel and water 

every 2-3 days.

+ But my best tip is a half an aspirin - it's 

an oldie but a goodie. I can't explain 

it but flowers love it!
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How do you define success and what do you consider  
the secret to success?

I measure my success with happiness, friendship and that 
butterfly feeling you get when you know you’re proud of what 
you’ve done. I define success as the ability to fulfil a dream 
or idea to completion and being proud of what you have 
achieved. 

I think the secret to success is to be able to listen to your 
heart and your head at the same time. Surround yourself with 
positive people who believe in you as much as you believe in 
them.

Strive for true happiness, be true to yourself and don’t put a 
time limit on your success. If you work hard enough you will 
succeed.

Describe your typical week...

Wow, this is a hard one. My days are so varied. I am often 
amazed at the differences in where I am during the day and 
how much I fit in! I work long hours and am a bit of a night owl 
when it comes to my business.

My week generally starts on Sundays. Mondays and Tuesdays 
are spent meeting with Brides to document their wedding 
needs and vendors that I work with to flesh out photo shoot 
ideas and organise the locations, props and sourcing these 
aspects. Plus I catch upon my emails and social media.

My florists work with me from Tuesday through to Friday and on 
‘Flower Days’ I’m generally at the flower markets quite early 
to snatch up the flowers of the day and then we work in the 
studio in Fremantle to create the days posies, weddings or 
deliveries. While they work on our daily flowers I attend to the 
other photo shoot and onsite work that I do. At the moment I 
work on at least one photo shoot per week. Last week I was in 
a huge warehouse in Midland creating a baroque style dining 
table arrangement for a band photo shoot, the Wednesday 
before that I was at a wedding shoot in a field. Every day is 
different and I love the flexibility to run between themes.

My favourite part of the week is being in the flower fridges and 
selecting out my flowers - it’s when I feel the calmest. 

“ I measure my success with happiness, 

friendship and that butterfly feeling 

you get when you know you’re proud of 

what you’ve done. “
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Do you have other creative passions, hobbies or talents?

I love gardening and photography. I love drawing with inks and 
printing techniques such as etching and lithography.

I’m not sure if it’s a hobby but I love wandering second hand 
and antique stores, markets and garage sales finding little treats 
to take home and decorate my nest with! 

Do you have any favourite resources that have helped you with 
the business side of Botanica Naturalis?

I learn through conversation I think.

My father is an accountant and financial planner - we discuss 
business a lot and always have. I think my years of work 
experience in hospitality and retail have given me a dossier of 
business knowledge that serves me quite well.  

What is your favourite thing about owning a creative business?

Flexibility and creative freedom. I like that I can direct and 
choose the creative direction of Botanica Naturalis.

Having the freedom to branch into any direction that my 
creative heart chooses. Having the flexibility of working from 
home or from my studio, or meeting a bride onsite or in a café 
to discuss their plans. I have designed it so that I can work from 
any corner of the world.

What’s next for Botanica Naturalis?

2015 will be another stella year for Botanica Naturalis I’m sure.

We are booked out for weddings each weekend right up until 
winter and then we will be taking another expansive step with 
many plans in the pipeline (that are all secret squirrels at the 
moment!). Exciting times ahead!

We have three or four magazine shoots coming up before April, 
will be continuing our work with Chapter One and attending 
wedding and party fairs such as Confetti Fair (in June) and 
Wedding Upmarket( in August).

Meanwhile, generally covering the world with as many flowers 
as possible!

“Flexibility and creative freedom... I 

like that I can direct and choose the 

creative direction of Botanica Naturalis.”
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You can find Botanica Naturalis’ posies, amber jars and moss balls at Clean Slate in the MANY building, Lenny the Ox Café in Wray Avenue, Ootong and Lincon on South Terrace, Nells in Glyde street and of course in my studio behind Madame Bukeshlas shop at 16 Wray Avenue, Fremantle between Wednesday and Friday. Also at Kyillia Farmers Market most Saturday mornings, in North Perth. We also have an Etsy store with our postable products.

Botanica Naturalis
Anna Rohan
www.BotanicaNaturalis.com.au 
Instagram @botanicanaturalis
www.facebook.com/BotanicaNaturalisThe Laundrette 16 Wray Avenue, Fremantle, WA

http://www.BotanicaNaturalis.com.au
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Petit Ami de Jardin 
PHOTOGRAPHER: CARMEN ROSE WWW.CARMENROSE.COM.AU

STYLIST: MICHELLE OFFERMAN WWW.MICHELLEOFFERMAN.COM

MODELS: BRIDGET AND ALEx

http://www.michelleofferman.com
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Dress Charlie Bird Clothing
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Dress Charlie Bird Clothing

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

ER
: C

A
RM

EN
 R

O
SE

 W
W

W
.C

A
RM

EN
RO

SE
.C

O
M

.A
U 

| 
ST

YL
IS

T:
 M

IC
HE

LL
E 

O
FF

ER
M

A
N

 W
W

W
.M

IC
HE

LL
EO

FF
ER

M
A

N
.C

O
M

http://www.michelleofferman.com


tickletheimagination.com.au 79

Jacket Charlie Bird Clothing 

Dress Apple Crumble
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Dress Charlie Bird Clothing
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Dress (left) Apple Crumble 

Dress (right) Apple Crumble
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Dress (left) Apple Crumble  
Dress (right) Apple Crumble

“Winter is an etching, 
spring a watercolor, 
summer an oil painting 
and autumn a mosaic of 
them all.”

- Stanley Horowitz
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Dress (worn as top) Apple Crumble 
Shorts Charlie Bird Clothing
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Dress Apple Crumble
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For more information contact Carmen 
info@carmenrose.com.au or 0407994920

Portfolio images for children
 CREATE OR UPDATE YOUR CHILD’S PORTFOLIO 
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French almond macarons are a little bit fancy and a 

whole lot delicious. I almost always serve them when 

we have a party as they are so pretty and, as an extra 

bonus, they provide a gluten-free option without excluding 

anyone. Plus, any leftovers can easily be packed as take-

home treats for guests or can be stored in an airtight 

container to enjoy over the next few days.

The shells are made from just a few ingredients and can be coloured easily by adding a few drops 
of gel food colour. You can then use the same colour for the filling - adding enough to make it a few 
shades darker for a beautifully elegant treat. Or, if you like to mix things up, you can use a different 
colour to add a bit of contrast. 

They are a little tricky to make and do take quite a bit of effort as you will see from the following 
recipe. As with all recipes make sure you read through the whole recipe prior to starting and have all 
your ingredients and equipment on hand and ready to go.

Always remember to make macarons the day before serving as the resting time is part of the process 
of making the macarons the delicious texture they are so famed for.

Finally if your macarons do not turn out perfectly smooth and crack free (with perfect frilly ‘feet’ 
like the photos) on your first try don’t be disheartened, they will still taste delicious, and remember 
practice makes perfect. 

french almond macarons
RECIPE & PHOTOGRAPHY BY LINDA VANDERMEER OF BUBBLE & SWEET
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egg whites in the mixer on high. Ensure you have a pouring 
shield on your mixer and when the sugar syrup reaches 118°C 
remove from heat and immediately pour in a thin stream down 
the side of the mixer bowl - continuing to whisk on high.

4. Continue to whisk the meringue on high until the side of the 
bowl is only a little warm to touch, around 50°C.

5. Add meringue mixture to almond mixture and using a large 
spatula fold the mixture together until it starts to shine and forms 
a ribbon that disappears back into the mixture after about 20 
seconds.

6. Add the mixture to a piping bag fitted with a plain tip (or just 
cut the end of a disposable piping bag - that’s what I do) and 
pipe in lines onto parchment lined baking sheets. To make the 
macarons as even as possible I apply a constant slow pressure 
to the piping bag and count to 3 for each one. 

7. Set aside for about 30 minutes or until the macarons have 
formed a skin so that the macaron mixture does not stick to your 
finger when gently touched. If the weather is humid this step 
may take up to 2 hours. I pop on the aircon if it’s humid at my 
house.

8. Meanwhile preheat your oven to 140°C. Once ready, 
bake the macarons for approx 13 to 16 minutes. This will vary, 
depending on their size and your oven. You will know they are 
baked if you gently push on the side and the tops do not move. 
If the tops do move bake for another minute or two. Also they 
should not be browned - if this happens reduce the heat for the 
next batch or bake for less time.

9. Once baked remove the baking trays and immediately slide 
the macarons and parchment onto the work surface and allow 
to cool completely before removing the shells.

10. Once cooled match disks into like sizes and sandwich 
together with filling. Place in an airtight container and allow to 
sit overnight in fridge. Remove from fridge 20 minutes prior to 
serving.

Store in an airtight container for up to 3 days.

white chocolate raspberry 
filling

ingredients
+ 300g white chocolate
+ 100g cream
+ pink food colour
+ raspberry extract

directions
Place white chocolate and cream into a microwave safe bowl 
and mix to coat the chocolate with cream. Microwave at high 
heat for 2 minutes, allow to sit for a minute and then using a 
whisk mix until the mixture is smooth and lump free. Add a few 
drops of food colour and raspberry extract to taste.

macaron shells 
(Makes around 20 filled macarons) 

Oven temperatures vary greatly as do the sizes of macaron 
shells so, rather than adhering to the exact cooking time, use 
your eyes and touch to determine if the macaron shells are 
done. They should have a hard shiny top and they should not 
move on the tops of the frilly ‘feet’ when pushed gently.

ingredients
+ 190g almond meal 
+ 190g pure icing sugar
+ 190g granulated sugar 
+ 48g water
+ 140g egg whites - aged* and split into 2 lots of 70 grams each 
+ food color of choice (I use gel type food color like Wilton)
+ white chocolate and raspberry filling

*ageing egg whites refers to separating the yolks from whites 
and then leaving the whites to age for a few days. This can be 
done on the counter if your country’s climate permits or in the 
fridge, wrap the bowl with plastic wrap and then pop a few 
holes in the top. Alternately you can pop fresh egg whites in the 
microwave on high for 10 seconds or so - I used the microwave 
method in this batch pictured. 

directions
1. Mix the ground almonds and icing sugar together and pulse 
a few times in food processor to make the almond meal finer. 
Do not over process as the meal can become oily. Sieve into a 
large bowl. Add colour and 70g of the egg whites to the sugar/
almond mixture but don’t mix in.

2. Place the remaining 70g of egg whites into the bowl of your 
mixer fitted with the whisk.

3. Pop granulated sugar and water into a saucepan and stir to 
combine. Cook without stirring, brushing down the sides with 
a pastry brush dipped in water as required to avoid the sugar 
crystallizing. Once the mixture reaches 115°C start mixing the 
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tips... 

Gel food colours can be found 
at Spotlight, Big W, online cake 

decorating stores and Ebay. Some 
popular brands are Wilton, Ameri Color  

and Sugarflair.

I used a raspberry oil to flavour my 
white chocolate filling so I only 

need a few drops. Rasberry oil is 
available from online cake 

decorating stores.
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bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au

a lovely blog f il led with recipes 
and free decorating tutorials

RECIPES | IDEAS | INSPIRATION



shabby chic decorations

ingredients
+ ivory gel food colour
+ yellow gel food colour
+ gold edible spray
+ royal Icing mix
+ edible gold luster dust and rose spirits or edible gold paint
+ piping bag and #1 piping tip

Royal icing mix can be found at grocery stores in the baking aisle 

Edible gold spray is available from Spotlight, Ebay and most online cake 
decorating stores

To make macarons a beautiful gold colour use a touch of yellow and ivory 
gel food colour to make the shells a ‘golden’ base colour then once you 
have baked them and filled them spray lightly with Wilton edible gold spray.

To make delicately decorated pink and gold macarons with fleur de lis or 
monogram mix a little royal icing to piping consistency in a golden colour (I 
used a touch of ivory and yellow). 

Place royal icing in a piping bag with a #1 round 
tip hand piped a design in the middle of the 
macaron. You can pipe an initial or a few lines 
reminiscent of a rough fleur de lis then pipe a 
row of dots around the edge of the macaron.

Allow the royal icing to dry and then use a 
clean fine paint brush and hand paint the piped 
details with some edible gold luster dust mixed 
with rose spirits (or clear alcohol). 

tip... 
Do some practice piping 

on the bench or parchment 
paper before you start to 

pipe on the macarons 
to perfect your 

technique. 

http://www.bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com


fit for a queen
PHOTOGRAPHY CJ WILLIAMS | STYLING BE BOUTIQUE EVENTS

Every bride-to-be deserves to be treated like 
a Queen, and we used this as the inspiration 
for an intimate hens party - a Royal High Tea. 

A regal colour palette of purple, blue and 
gold was decided upon and flowers were 
to feature heavily in the styling. This was 
achieved with both floral arrangements and 
through floral prints which were incorporated 
in the invites, place settings and crockery.
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Our bride-to-be, Alice, hoped for a classy, yet laid back 
event and we set out to capture this in every element 
of the occasion. Stationery was custom designed and 
created by us at BE Boutique Events. The invitation 
set the scene with lots of rich purple, pretty florals and 
touches of gold. The tea menu and place cards were 
designed in the same style.

Alisha of Bohemian Bloom Designs created the beautiful 
floral arrangements for the event. She did a wonderful 
job realising our vision with the many displays, featuring 
bold purples and blues along with lovely soft touches of 
lavender, to create a luxurious feel for the table. 
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Sweet cupcakes in shades of purple and blue 
adorned in delicate lace and accented with pearls 
and gold - handcrafted by Mrs B’s Custom Cakes - 
were fit for a Queen. And we were assured by guests 
that they tasted just as good as they looked.  

Our grandparents proved very helpful in providing 
the eclectic mix of gorgeous floral teacups and 
saucers which gave the place settings an authentic 
vintage touch.  
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“Sweet cupcakes in shades of purple 
and blue adorned in delicate lace 

and accented with pearls and gold 
were fit for a Queen.”
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Each guest was made to feel special on 
the day with a personalised place setting 
adorned with a tiara -  theirs to take home as 
a gift from the bride-to-be. 

A drinks station was set out on the lawn across 
three nesting tables. A typewriter sat upon 
one table, furnished with a fabric garland 
handmade by us, where well wishes and 
marriage advice could be left for the guest of 
honour. 

While the majority of furniture and props for 
the occasion were supplied by BE Boutique 
Events, some were contributed by family and 
friends which added a lovely personal touch.

Carly from CJ Williams Photography captured 
the occasion beautifully. Her attention to 
detail and sophisticated style resulted in a 
collection of stunning images that will be a 
lasting reminder of this celebration.

This beautiful collaboration between all 
involved proved to leave the bride-to-be 
feeling like royalty.

fit for a queen contributors...
photography CJ Williams Photography  
www.cjwilliamsphoto.com.au

styling and event hire BE Boutique Events 
www.beboutiqueevents.com.au

cupcakes Mrs B’s Custom Cakes  
www.facebook.com/MrsBsCustomCakes

floral arrangements Bohemian Bloom Designs 
www.facebook.com/bohemianbloomdesigns
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out+about Confetti Fair

Imagine being able to go to one place to 
find all the things you need to put on the 
best party, whether you are getting married, 
celebrating a milestone birthday or a little 
one's special day.

The popularity of throwing a gorgeous soiree, rather than a 
simple get together is on the increase. As a host you want to 
have a theme running throughout the whole event from the 
guests’ invites, to the delicious sweets on the dessert table, to 
the decor in the room, or out in the garden.

There are new blogs popping up every day on how to throw 
the perfect party and the number of new party businesses 
showing up on social media is quickly growing.

Now there is one place you can visit to find all of your party 
needs. Confetti Fair covers every little detail and gives you 
the confidence to put together a fabulous party of your own; 
a wedding reception, engagement party, first birthday, 50th 
wedding anniversary ~ it could be any type of celebration 
that deserves a party. 

WORDS CLAIRE CASSEY | PHOTOGRAPHY LIL’ ELEMENTS
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Confetti Fair is visiting several locations throughout Australia in 
2015. Each is a one-day event showcasing boutique retailers 
in stationery, cakes, sweets, dessert tables, stylists, planners, 
furniture hire, party products, florists, decor, photographers, 
entertainers and caterers.

Our Junior fairs are all about the kids, our Twilight fairs are all 
about the grown ups and our regular Confetti Fairs are for 
both. Free demonstrations, free tastings, free entertainment 
and plenty to see and buy. $5/$10 entry pre-purchased 
tickets (includes free goodie bag), $10/$15 on the door. Kids 
under 12 are free.

For tickets or more information visit ... 
www.confettifair.com.au // facebook.com/confettifair

THIS PAGE (clockwise from top left) cake by Sugar Coated Mama, 
styling by Vintage Thoughts, floral design by Little Wish Parties, styling 
by Kara’s Party Ideas, paperware by Illume Design, styling by Dear 
Bella Events & Styling

OPPOSITE PAGE (clockwise from top left) cake by Caking It Up, heart 
cookies by Sugar Coated Mama, styling by Dear Bella Events 
& Styling, baby blue styling by Kara’s Party Ideas, 
flamingo styling by Colour Cues, typewriter 
featuring stationery by Vignette Design

for contact details please visit the 
designer and maker directory at the 
end of the magazine

Fair dates 
Sydney (Junior) 03.05

Brisbane 17.05
Melbourne (Junior) 31.05

Perth 14.06
Melbourne (Twilight) 27.06

Sydney (Twilight) 11.07
Newcastle 19.07
Gold Coast 16.08 
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a collection of rabbit & hare inspired artworks and creations
COMPILED BY TANYA COLLIER

gallery wall

THIS PAGE (from top, L-R) 

‘little bunny’ milk and cookies
‘flying a kite‘ Nomuu
‘hare’ to the moon
‘origami rabbit’ Whimsical Duchess
‘geomatric rabbit’ Paragon Prodigy
‘the night hare’ Bridget Farmer

for contact details please visit the designer and 
maker directory at the end of the magazine



THIS PAGE (from top, L-R) 

‘henry hare’ Sally Ridge, 
‘through the backyards’ Catherine Campbell,
‘rabbits in red’ Surfing Sloth, 
‘lush gold bunny’ each to own, 
‘cinnamon’ by Samantha Stevenson of Little Raven Design
‘mr hare’ Drawstring Handmade
‘blue floral rabbit‘ grandpa cat

for contact details please visit the designer and maker 
directory at the end of the magazine
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debra hayes floral 1
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debra hayes floral workshops

A day in The Studio
This unique workshop provides you with the opportunity to make 
whatever style of arrangement you like, with flowers that you have 
chosen yourself.

We visit the flower markets, learn about flower choice and care and 
purchase flowers. Back at The Studio watch a floral demonstration 
and then create your masterpiece. Afterwards we all relax and enjoy 
lunch together. Small groups of five people ensure personalised 
attention. This is a 4 hour workshop run weekdays from my home 
studio in Floreat. 

Bouquets and Bubbles - hand tied posy workshops
Make your own hand tied bouquet and then take your creation 
home with you. This workshop is run at The Shop - Angove Street 
Collective on Thursday nights and Saturday afternoons. Evening 
classes coincide with special late night trading events. This is a great 
fun class, so enjoy being a part of the hustle and bustle and treat 
yourself to a browse around the shop too.  

Mason jar + posy  -  summer workshop 
This workshop is run at The Shop - Angove Street Collective.
Create a sweet summer posy, presented in a glass mason jar. Learn 
hand tied posy techniques in a fun, relaxed setting in the workshop 
space in Miss Watson’s garden @Angove Street collective. Class runs 
for for 1 hour.
 
Gift vouchers, custom workshops and group bookings are also 
available

Debra Hayes Floral

North Perth & Floreat, WA
www.debrahayesfloral.com

phone 0414 441 733 | hello@debrahayesfloral.com

1

debra hayes floral 1

creativeescapesisn’t it time you connected with your creative side?
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beau est mien
This Autumn Beau Est Mien is super excited to present 
a range of brand new printmaking workshops! 

We’ve put a lot of thought into developing some 
unique classes that explore themes and techniques 
that have not been taught here previously. We’re 
also happy to introduce some shorter, more 
affordable afternoon workshops this season, as well 
as classes for teens. 

Challenge yourself and learn something new with us 
- we’d love to share our knowledge and studio with 
you!

Beau Est Mien

Northbridge, WA
www.beauestmien.com.au

phone (08) 9227 7770

2 craftlicious high tea

Eating delightful sweet treats while making and 
creating. Dream day!!!! 

Each event is themed and sells out quickly. We just 
hosted the beautiful “A Vintage Picnic in the Park”, 
where we served a selection of sweet and savoury 
treats from our vintage caravan and made miniature 
hanging terrariums. On the 3rd of May we will be 
holding our “Mothers Day Flower Spectacular”. At 
each event we serve our beautiful teas that bloom 
into flowers in the glass teapots.  

Our Chef Mel runs her own Pastry and cakes studio 
and surprises us every event with new and amazing  
tasty treats. Liz, a qualified art teacher, helps everyone 
to create their own crafty masterpieces. Each event 
is unique and styled with love and passion. Not to be 
missed.

Liz Fairley &  Melina Heraud

Cheltenham, VIC
www.facebook.com/craftlicioushightea

phone Melinda 0407 361 029

3
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REVIEWS TANIA McCARTNEY KIDS BOOK REVIEW

101 Inspirations for Your Journey 
by Meredith Gaston 
Lantern, $24.99
With the rest-of-the-world at our fingertips, it’s all too common 
to forget to look inward - to stop, pause and reflect on our 
own path. Artist Meredith Gaston’s latest creation reconnects 
readers to a path of wonder, joy and mindfulness. Nestled in a 
tangle of Meredith’s divinely whimsical illustrations, she presents 
a collection of quotations designed to ignite adventure and 
inspire gratefulness.

Make and Do 
by Beci Orpin 
Hardie Grant, $39.95
Inspiration abounds in Beci Orpin’s latest title, Make and Do. 
Filled with über cool, Scandi-esque projects to whip up at home, 
creators of all kinds will backflip over the beautifully designed 
pages and lust-worthy images that take such full advantage 
of stylish colour and form. From hand-painted tights to wall art 
reminiscent of the great Joan Miró, it’s time to unleash your 
creative force.

What Katie Ate: At the Weekend 
by Katie Quinn Davies
Lantern, $49.99
The queen of lustrous food and image is back with a follow-up 
to her hugely successful What Katie Ate. Featuring divine recipes 
from pizza to paleo, salads to tapas, cocktails to desserts, the 
book is drenched in imagery that will incite many a sigh (and 
maybe even a peep). You can bet your inner foodie on a book 
that’s as delicious on the eye as it is on the tongue.

A River 
by Marc Martin
Viking, $24.99 RRP
One of Australia’s newest and most exciting author/illustrators, 
Marc Martin, continues to delight with his latest picture book 
offering—a visually-beautiful journey from the city to the sea. 
From factories to farmlands, freeways to forest, each new 
landscape is explored through stunning illustrations and poetic 
text that underpins the thoughtful, hopeful and topical nature 
of Marc’s work.

Tania McCartney is an award-winning author, illustrator, editor 
and founder of the number one children’s literary site Kids’ Book 
Review. Her 52-Week Illustration Challenge will be exhibiting in 
Perth in March 2015.

For more reviews visit Kids Book Review online at 
www.kids-bookreview.com

on our 
bookshelf

http://www.mybookcorner.com.au/listings/594-owl-know-how.html
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why can't people find my awesome stuff online?

am i charging too much? or maybe too little?

should i even bother with pinterest or instagram?

why doesn't
everyone know 

about it?

make awesome
stuff!

do you let
everyone know?

you howbut

www.mrsjonesandme.biz

I'll show you what you
need to get your stuff

out there so you've got
time to make more!

m a k e r s
m a k e

strategic marketing, pr,
media & advertising

plus business
mentoring for

creatives and makers

i t a k e
c a r e o f
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@tickletheimagination

@blossomandcat

@fire.tales

@behindthegreendoor

@fleur_envy

@nezuki

Upload your tickle snaps to Instagram and 
tag @tickletheimagination - our favourites will 

feature in the next issue!

share the  
ticklelove!
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Made by Niss
Adorable miniature creations to delight any lover 
of fae. Each piece is meticulously handcrafted by 
Niss herself. A world of faeries and enchantment 
awaits at Made by Niss.  

www.madebyniss.com.au

Learn To Airbrush
Join Creative Works for a weekend  airbrush workshop. Led by 
artist James Collier, you will learn how to use a double action 
airbrush, all about paint options and freehand,shielding and 
making techniques. 

www.creativeworks.com.au
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The Sisters Red
Handbags, purses and jewellery lovingly handmade in Adelaide.  
using new and vintage fabrics. Where I can I use vintage fabrics, 
coupled with new quality fabrics. Here and there you will see a 
vintage brooch or button for that bespoke feel.

www.facebook.com/TheSistersRed

marketplacecreative

Pure Tots
A beautiful collection of handmade crochet toys, accessories and 
clothing bringing old world charm with a modern twist. All products 
have been handmade by Jamie in Perth, Western Australia with a 
focus on using 100% organic fair trade cotton.

www.puretots.com.au

Perth Upmarket
Perth Upmarket brings together a handpicked selection of artists, 
designers, stylists, craftspeople and gourmets all under one roof. 
2015 Upmarkets - Sunday - 21st Jun, 13th Sep and 29th Nov
2015 Wedding Upmarkets - Saturday - 2nd May and 29th Aug

www.perthupmarket.com.au

Handmade Cooperative
At Handmade Cooperative, we celebrate and promote the 
best in Australian handmade kids clothes and gifts. We hunt 
out the most gorgeous and unique children’s clothes, toys and 
accessories. Visit us online today!

www.handmadecooperative.com.au

madeit.com.au/Schooza 

bumblebeedesignsboutique.com upperdhali.com.au

vintagefairy.com.au
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old vintage bike
Old Vintage Bike is an online boutique 
creating handmade clothing and 
homewares for special little Misters 
and Misses. The home of exquisite 
apparel tailored to bring love, joy and 
happiness to the tender beginnings of 
our juniors.

www.oldvintagebike.com.au

creative marketplace

bo-bot & bing
A collection of creations featuring friendly 
robot Bo-bot and his best friend Bing Bird. 
Each design celebrates the friendship of 
these quirky characters. 

Together they have many adventures.  

www.facebook.com/bobotandbing

F is for Frankie

artistic designs - 
flights of fancy
Working with real butterflies, insects and 
reptile sheds (all ethically sourced). Anita 
creates jewellery that lovingly preserves 
delicate life-forms to be admired for 
many years beyond their lifespan.

www.flights-of-fancy.com.au

lime daisy design
Create your own unique locket with Lime 
Daisy Design! Perfect to give as a gift, you 
can choose from five locket designs and 
a huge range of charms to customise it for 
the recipient. www.limedaisydesign.com.au

Receive 15 % off with code TICKLE

B in my Bonnet
Creating bright childhood memories!
www.madeit.com.au/BinmyBonnet

Custom made fabric and vintage doily 
bunting, made to your specific event, size, 
colour & length. 

Contact Veronica@FisforFrankie.com or 
visit www.facebook.com/FisforFrankie for 
inspiration!

10% off for tickle readers
QUOTE - TICKLE10 

custom portraits
Capture a favourite person or pet on 
paper with a lead or sepia portrait by 
artist John Marshall.

Visit www.johnmarshallarts.com to 
view John’s portfolio. 

Based in Perth, Western Australia.

10% off 
for tickle 
readers 

code:  
1tickle2015
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30% off 
all patterns 

from 
little moo designs

visit
www.littlemoodesigns.com.au 

use the code TICKLE

creativiTea Kits!
CreativiTea Kits from Free Range 
Living make fantastic creative gifts 
priced from $14.95-$39.95. Sew your 
own owl or monster softies, make a 
dreamcatcher, or create your own 
designer jewellery and accessories.

For more details and to purchase,  
visit Free Range Lliving online at or 
in store at 20A Flora Street, Kirrawee, 
NSW 

Phone 0404 933 089 
www.freerangeliving.co

craft supplies & classes

embroidery bliss!
Gorgeous kits to inspire your love of 
embroidery. Dandelyne LOVES embroidery 
and is passionate about sharing it with the 
world. The kits can be purchased with one of 
her unique miniature embroidery hoops which 
allow you to wear your stitchy awesomeness. 
Carefully crafted in Melbourne, these kits 
include all the essentials to get you started!

www.dandelyne.com

washi tape lovers! 
If you love washi tape as much as we 
do, you are going to love Craft Queen! 

They have an amazing 500+ washi 
tape designs in every colour of the 
rainbow to choose from! 

Use the code ‘TICKLE’ to receive 1 roll 
free when you order 10 or more rolls

Find them online today at  
www.craftqueen.com.au

the Fabric Mamma
Whether you sew for fun, have a 
gorgeous handmade business or are 
just addicted to fabrics, you will be 
delighted with the amazing fabrics The 
Fabric Mamma has to offer.

A lot of time is taken to pick beautiful 
fabrics, with a fun, retro and vintage 
feel. And their aim is to offer you these 
amazing fabrics at fantastic and 
competitive prices.

Visit The Fabric Mamma online today at  
www.thefabricmamma.com.au

just stitch it
Leather working DIY kits you will love.

These pre-cut leather kits give you the means 
to create simply beautiful leather goods that 
will make you glow with pride when you marvel 
at what you and your hands have made. 

Hammered Leatherworks is bringing new craft 
adventures to your doorstep, everything you 
need is in the box!

www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au

OFFER ENDS 30 MAY, 2015

learn to airbrush
Join Creative Works for a weekend  
airbrush workshop. Led by artist James 
Collier, you will learn how to use a double 
action airbrush, all about paint options 
and freehand,shielding and making 
techniques. 

www.creativeworks.com.au
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Alison Mayfield Photography www.alisonmayfield.com

Apple Crumble facebook.com/pages/Apple-Crumble/116548491697898

Artistic Design - Flights of Fancy www.madeit.com.au/FlightsOfFancy

Badlands & Co. www.badlandsandco.com

BE Boutique Events www.beboutiqueevents.com.au

Bella Stationery Studio www.madeit.com.au/BellaStationeryStudio

blossom & cat www.blossomandcat.com.au

Bohemian Bloom Designs www.facebook.com/bohemianbloomdesigns

Botanica Naturalis www.facebook.com/BotanicaNaturalis

Bridget Farmer www.etsy.com/au/shop/BridgetFarmerArtist

Bubble & Sweet www. bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au

Caking It Up www.facebook.com/CakingItUp

Carmen Rose www.carmenrose.com.au

Catherine Campbell www.etsy.com/au/shop/catherinecampbellart

Charlie Bird Clothing www.etsy.com/au/shop/CharlieBirdKid

Cherry Pies Cakes @cherrypiescakes

CJ Williams Photography www.cjwilliamsphoto.com.au

Coco & Moose www.madeit.com.au/cocoandmoose

Colour Cues www.colourcues.com.au

Complete Function Hire www.cfhire.com.au

Crab Apple Vintage www.facebook.com/crabapplevintageaustralia

Caitlin’s Crafty Creations www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au

Dailylike dailylike.com.au

Dandelyne www.dandelyne.com

Dann Event Hire www.danneventhire.com.au

Dear Bella Events & Styling www.facebook.com/dearbellaevents

Dee Dub Design www.deedubdesigns.com

Designs by Melanie Ford www.facebook.com/DesignsByMelanieFord

Drawstring Handmade www.madeit.com.au/DrawstringHandmade

Dunne with Style www.dunnewithstyle.com

each to own www.eachtoown.com.au

Exquisite Jewels for Hire www.facebook.com/exquisitejewelsforhire

F is for Frankie www.fisforfrankie.com

Fer Fox www.etsy.com/au/shop/FerFoxDesign

Fifi La’ Femme www.facebook.com/fifilafemmesweets

Fiona Vail Photography www.fionavailphotography.com.au

Flights of Fancy by Kristy www.facebook.com/Flights.of.Fancy.by.Kristy

Get Frosted www.facebook.com/getfrostedsweets

Gorgeous by Carly www.madeit.com.au/Gorgeous_By_Carly

Grandiflora www.grandiflora.net

grandpa cat www.grandpacat.etsy.com

Green Door Handmade www.etsy.com/au/shop/GreenDoorHandmade

Hammered Leatherworks www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au

Happy as Larry Designs www.happyaslarrydesigns.com

Hello Love www.hellolove.com.au

Héra Studio by Jessica Juanita www.facebook.com/herastudio

Illume www.illumedesign.com.au

Ivy & Oak Events www.ivyandoak.com.au

IVY ivyflowers.com.au

iZO Photography www.izo.com.au

Jadae www.jadae.com.au

Jinky Art Photography www. jinkyart.com.au

Kara’s Party Ideas www.karaspartyideas.com

Katie Toland Photography www.katietolandphotography.com.au 

Krysta Guille Photography www. krystaguille.com

Langford120 www.langford120.com.au

designer and maker directory
Lines & Squares www.linesandsquares.com

Little Lands www.littlelands.com.au

little miss gee www.littlemissgee.com

Little Moo Designs www.littlemoodesigns.com.au

Little Raven Design www.madeit.com.au/LittleRaven

Little Wish Parties www.littlewishparties.com

lolli and bean www.madeit.com.au/lolliandbean

Magenta Designs www.etsy.com/au/shop/MagentaDesigns

Maudie Macs Travelling Tea House www.facebook.com/maudiemacs

Michelle Offerman www.michelleofferman.com

milk and cookies www.milkandcookies.com.au

Mrs B’s Custom Cakes www.facebook.com/MrsBsCustomCakes

Nomuu www.nomuu.com

Olive Farm Designs www.olivefarmdesigns.com

One String www.madeit.com.au/onestring

Papette Boutique www.papette.com.au

Paragon Prodigy www.etsy.com/au/shop/ParagonProdigy

Pastime Clothing www.etsy.com/au/shop/PastimeClothing

Patricia Ferndandes www.patriciafernandes.com.au

Peggy Saas www.peggysaas.com

Pretty Willow www.prettywillowhire.com

Pure Design Studios www.etsy.com/au/shop/PureDesignStudios

Rare Pear Studio www.rarepearstudio.com.au

Raw Kitchen www.therawkitchen.com.au 

Redmoose Photography www.facebook.com/RedmoosePhoto

Rosehip flowers www.facebook.com/rosehipfloraldesign

Ruby May www.rubymay.com.au 

Sail & Swan Studio www.sailandswan.com

Sally Ridge www.etsy.com/au/shop/SallyRidge 

Sooti Event Styling + Design www.sooti.com.au

Studio Astratta www.madeit.com.au/StudioAstratta

Studio Cake www.studiocake.com.au

Sugar Coated Mama www.sugarcoatedmama.com      

Sunhaze www.madeit.com.au/sunhaze

Surfing Sloth www.etsy.com/au/shop/SurfingSloth

The Articulate www.thearticulate.com.au

The Event Storeroom www.facebook.com/theeventstoreroom

The Little Card Boutique www.madeit.com.au/thelittlecardboutique

The Wedding Designer www.facebook.com/TheWeddingDesigner

Theodorus Makeup www.facebook.com/theodorusmakeup  

Think Bowtique www.thinkbowtique.com

Three Beans in a Pod www.madeit.com.au/threebeansinapod

TigsTogs www.etsy.com/shop/TigsTogs

To the Moon www.madeit.com.au/nayanailiffe

Tutu Du Monde www.tutudumonde.com

Tux & Tutu www.facebook.com/pages/Tux-Tutu/511082648977545 

Twinkle Star www.madeit.com.au/TwinkleStar

Two Ton Max www.twotonmax.com.au

Uber Stone www.uberstone.com.au

Unique Vintage Events www.facebook.com/UniqueVintageEvents

Vasette www.flowersvasette.com.au

Vignette Design vignettedesign.com.au

Vintage Thoughts facebook.com/pages/Vintage-Thoughts/143172592505329

Whimsical Duchess www.etsy.com/shop/whimsicalduchess

Wild Rose Sweets and Styling www.facebook.com/WildRoseSweetStyle

Zahara zaharaflowers.com.au
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Julie's Little People 
These cuddly and adorable keepsakes 
each have their own story to share. 

Unique keepsake softies with larger than 
life personalities. Handmade with care for 
the little person in your life.

www.julieslittlepeople.com

creative marketplace

felt ball rugs 
 Oh so sweet deliciousness in a rug!

Happy as Larry Designs new Donut felt ball 
rug is sure to delight  your little girl.

Many new rugs and decor pieces 
available for both boys and girls.

Designed in Australia, lovingly and ethically 
handmade in Nepal.

www.happyaslarrydesigns.com

live life in full colour! 
Offering a range of unique clothing, 
homewares, accessories, artwork and 
gifts, COLORS australia is full of quirky, 
positive energy, eco-friendly creations 
that are full of colour and life!

Textile artist Sue Catt specialises in 
creating individual originals for original 
individuals.

Her delightful ECO-DOLLS are 
handmade from fabric from her 
eclectic collection of new, old and 
handdyed fabrics finished with vintage 
and recycled elements to give each 
their own personality.

www.facebook/ColorsAustralia 
www.colorsaustralia.com.au

sweet calico
Whimsical, handmade creations. 
Ranging from dolls and dollhouses to 
tote bags and hoop art. All designs 
are our own and are all completely 
handmade by us in our signature style 
free motion embroidery.

facebook.com/SnugglesandSmiles

once a year book 
This bundle of memory-keeping goodness 
is all about once-a-year – meaning 
you only need to insert one photo to 
represent each year of life. There is hope 
yet for us busy Mums! 

These beautiful, hand-bound books have 
a clever concertina design so you can 
stand and display the book, or store it 
away in the wooden box keepsake!

The books are handmade in Australia 
using acid-free, archival quality paper. 

www.laikonik.com.au

my little hands 
A gorgeous range of organic sleepwear and 
bedding for little ones. Our very own brand of 
sleeping bags are what we are renowned for, 
they are organic cotton and simply beautiful!! 
We also specialise in creating custom bedding 
that is handmade in Western Australia.

www.mylittlehands.com.au

bo-bot & bing
A collection of creations featuring friendly 
robot Bo-bot and his best friend Bing Bird. 
Each design celebrates the friendship of 
these quirky characters. 

Together they have many adventures.  

www.facebook.com/bobotandbing

10% off 
for tickle 
readers 

code: 
tickleme15

15% off for tickle readers
CODE - SHOP 

tickletheimagination.com.au 113
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7 tips to get your business on 
track and reaching your goals

It is important 
to spend time 
with motivated, 
positive people 
who believe 
in you, trust 
your goals are 
achievable and 
who are actively 
willing to help 
you achieve 
them.

Can you believe we are about to hit the 
second quarter for 2015!? How are you 
tracking with your goals and intentions for 
your business this year? Have you done any 
planning?

No matter what stage you are at, the year 
is slipping away already and we all know 
it’s only going to get faster.

If you haven’t got your planning sorted yet, 
or if you made plans and set some goals 
back in January – but haven’t glanced at 
them since – now is a perfect time to get 
focused.

1. start small
My biggest tip when it comes to planning 
is don’t get overwhelmed. ANY planning is 
better than no planning so if you are feeling 
overwhelmed by the task just start small. 

Grab some butchers paper and some 
bright markers and simply jot down 5-10 
things you hope to achieve by the end of 
the year. Under each one list three actions 
you need to take to achieve that goal, and 
if you are feeling daring pop a date (or a 
month) next to each action to give yourself 
a deadline.

2. create accountability
Once you have mapped out a few goals 
for yourself and your business find a friend, 
a business acquaintance or sit down with 
your partner and share your goals with 
them.

Ask them to hold you accountable to the 
deadlines you have set for yourself and 
offer to do the same for them. If you don’t 
have anyone you think would be good for 
the job there are loads of online networking 
groups for small business where you can 
find an accountability partner.

3. set a monthly intention
There are nine months left in 2015 and a lot 
can happen in nine months if you set your 
mind to it.

Decide on one word, or a few words, for 
what you want to focus on in your business 
for the next month. It might be “Pricing” or 
“Marketing” or “More creative time”.  You 
can plan it out now for the rest of the year 
or simply decide what your next focus will 
be in the last week of the month prior.

This is a great way to learn more and 
achieve more in your business by focusing 
on one thing at a time.

4. look back
If you have any major goals this year be 
mindful that it is easy to get lost in the slog 
of big projects. Take time whenever you’re 
feeling down to look back at how far 
you’ve come. 

Document your progress as you go and be 
sure to celebrate the little successes along 
the way. 

5. visualise success
How often do you make plans and set 
goals for your business, only to instantly 
dismiss them as impossible or at best 
unlikely?

This sets you up for procrastination and 
self-sabotage from the get go. Be sure to 
take some time instead to visualise how 
you will feel when you achieve them and 
what business will be like if you do reach 
your goals this year. Come back to this 
whenever you need a motivation boost.

6. take action
It doesn’t matter how small but the more 
regularly you take action towards reaching 
your goal the easier it becomes. We often 
feel overwhelmed, uninspired and life 
around us gets so busy we run out of time.

Like exercise though, the hardest part 
is getting started, so even if it is just ten 
minutes a day make sure you are finding 
time to take regular action in your business.

7. keep good company
It is important to spend time with motivated, 
positive people who believe in you, trust 
your goals are achievable and who are 
actively willing to help you achieve them. 
We all have those friends who would 
rather poke fun, and even put us down for 
trying to make a go of our creative ideas – 
distance yourself from those people, they 
will hold you back.

Instead, find a network of like-minded 
supportive people who will build you up 
and celebrate with you when you reach a 
milestone.

Have fun with your goals and celebrate 
the wins along the way. If you are feeling 
overwhelmed by how fast the year is 
moving remember to keep it simple, and 
break it down. Take small actions as often 
as you can and you will achieve great 
things!

ELLE ROBERTS, MULTI PASSIONATE CREATIVE, BUSINESS COACH AND MARKETING STRATEGIST, DREAMER, WRITER, SPEAKER AND MORE WHO LOVES 
WORKING WITH OTHER CREATIVES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR BUSINESS AND THE PURSUIT OF THEIR DREAMS. www.elleroberts.me
ELLE IS ALSO THE FOUNDER OF THE ARTFUL BUSINESS CONFERENCE. 
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If you would like to  

download Elle’s One Page 

Business Plan head to  

www.elleroberts.me/tickle  

- it’s a great way to 

make planning fun 

and visual.
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Uberkate is an expression of emotion… symbolising 
an everlasting exchange of sentiment with  
personalised pieces handcrafted in precious metals. 

As the original personalised jewellery company in 
Australia, Uberkate continues to be the first choice 
for that unique bespoke piece that encompasses  
everything you feel for the special person in your life.
To own Uberkate is to own wearable art.

®

EST. 2003 
AUSTRALIA’S ORIGINAL PERSONALISED JEWELLERY CO.

UBERKATE.COM.AU

p re c i o u s  m e t a l s

timeless

uberkate=personalised+

b e s p o k e  f a m i l y
h e i r l o o m s


