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Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-- 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference

...Robert Frost

photograph by Laura Cioccia Photography

http://www.lauraciocciaphotography.com/
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hello!

leanne schmid
possum & banjo

I am so excited to bring you the very 

first issue of tickle the imagination 

magazine!

An amazing team of contributors, from 

every part of Australia, have brought 

this issue to life, filling each and every 

page with gorgeous images, ideas and 

inspiration! 

I truly hope you enjoy reading this 

magazine as much as we have enjoyed 

putting it together for you!

Tanya x

{Editor}

juli sterten-gill
one sweet girl

nicolle versteeg
nicolle versteeg photography

di reeves
birdcage and bloom

http://www.possumandbanjo.bigcartel.com
http://www.onesweetgirl.com.au
http://www.nicolleversteeg.com
http://www.birdcageandbloom.com.au
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contributors

virginia chorley
bouquets of ascha

marie-nicole 
by marie nicole

thetis sardo
little sooti

tania mccartney
author

laura cioccia
photographer

natalie huckerby
petite bijou

irene andrews
missy minzy

debra bubner
gigglebum

jo llewellyn
haus stylish

kelly munce
photographer

renee manea
la petite princesse

kirsten colquhoun
little rascals photography

tania goranitis
shop contemporary handmade

jody kurtz
market scene

alison bolakis
mums who make

tara sarnelli
sweet little birdy

http://www.missyminzy.bigcartel.com
http://www.littlesooti.com.au
http://www.bymarienicole.com
http://www.aschajolie.com.au
http://www.taniamccartney.com
http://www.lauraciocciaphotography.com/
http://www.petitebijou.com.au
http://www.hausstylish.blogspot.com
http://www.kellymunce.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/gigglebum
http://www.lapetiteprincesse.com.au
http://www.sweetlittlebirdy.com.au
http://shopcontemporaryhandmade.blogspot.com/
http://www.mumswhomake.com.au
http://www.littlerascalsphotography.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au


8 tickletheimagination.com.au

our creative nation

illustration by missy minzy

http://www.missyminzy.bigcartel.com
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our creative nation
Welcome to the first issue of’ tickle 

the imagination’, released just 
in time for Spring. Here you will find a 
garden of beautiful talent in bloom. 
A place for all of us in the creative 
handmade community to grow and 
shine in the sunlight. An opportunity to 
showcase our creative treasures in a 
woodland of magical delights. 

It’s very exciting as for those who thought that 
building your own business was maybe just a 
dream, can in fact be a reality. 

Working from home though is not as glamarous 
as it may sound. Balancing the time between 
work and family certainly isn’t easy. Many 
hurdles and hoops to jump through, a circus of 
juggling acts. Especially with the task of being 
parents and managing a business too. Late 
nights, early mornings, everything in between. 
The highest form of bravery is sacrifice.

However we know it can be acheived as you 
can see right here in the world of ‘tickle the 
imagination’. There is a brilliant support network 
of friends, colleagues and business professionals 
who share the same interest plus the pure 
creativity and raw talent will certainly inspire you. 

With increased popularity amongst  the local 
communities all over Australia for boutique style 
markets, we see a trend that is beginning to 
sweep across our nation. 

It is without doubt that more and more people 
are attracted to buying Australian handmade 
products that are creatively designed. A surge 
in this industry is taking place, perhaps because 
its more then just a product, it’s the story behind 
the product. 

We look forward to you joining us on this creative 
journey. May this gorgeous magazine ‘tickle the 
imagination’.

WORDS LEANNE SCHMID - POSSUM & BANJO | ILLUSTRATION IRENE ANDREWS - MISSY MINZY
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drink me drink medrink me

eat me eat me eat me

http://www.stylemegorgeous.com.au
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meet
blossom & cat

helen, the face behind

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON - BLOSSOM & CAT

http://www.stylemegorgeous.com.au
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meet helen… 

I live in a sunny terrace in Newcastle with my 
gorgeous husband and our 2 fluffy fat cats 
Bob and Stan.  Some of my favourite things 
are treasure hunting, collecting teacups, 
elephants and buttons, watching whales, 
and jumping in puddles.

I’ve recently started my own label... 
‘blossom & cat’.  My collection of pretty 
accessories and wearable art includes 
brooches, pins and purses.  I also have a 
range of sewing kits that include the most 
important things you need to complete your 
very own sewing project.  All my pieces are 
created and hand-made by myself, using 
combinations of new, vintage and rescued 
materials.  A lovely collection... which like 
the weather will change from time to time...

Sometimes I think about the little treasures 
that are lost over the years.  I feel that by 
incorporating some of my lovely finds into 
my work I’m preserving and sharing tiny little 
snippets of history.  I was looking at one of 
my blackbird brooches today, a particular 
button caught my eye and I wondered 
about its past - it could be 70 years old - 
what adventures it must have had!  Because 
my materials are so varied, everything 
becomes unique and has its own character.

My style is eclectic 
and changeable, I try 
to avoid defining it 
as I’d like to remain 
creatively free and 
able to develop in any 
direction.
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tools + materials…

I love to incorporate vintage and rescued 
materials in my projects.  I find it hard to resist 
any opportunity to go treasure hunting for 
fabric, buttons, threads and trimmings in 
antique centres, markets and charity shops.  
I also have a lovely collection of textiles and 
findings which I have gathered over the 
years while travelling.  

 It is occasionally find it hard to part with 
my lovely fabrics and buttons - especially 

some of the very old ones, if they could talk 
what stories they could tell!  It’s funny how 
one can become so attached to a scrap 
of fabric, a carved button or an antique 
hand painted bead.  I love finding ways 
to incorporate these into my designs, an 
addition to a brooch or a detail on a purse, 
giving them a new lease of life and a new 
owner who will also appreciate their unique 
and special qualities.

One of my 
earliest 
inspirations 
was made by 
my Mum; my 
blossom girl 
doll...  



tickletheimagination.com.au 15



16 tickletheimagination.com.au



tickletheimagination.com.au 17

"I’ve always loved illustration - the best 
part is that I never know what a scribble 
in my sketchbook will become.  One of my 
current projects is an illustrated children’s 
book called ‘The Day it Rained Fish’, a 
whimsical tale about a girl and her cat 
who find themselves in the most unusual 
of circumstances after being caught in a 
storm..." HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON - BLOSSOM & CAT
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My love for all 
things crafty 
was re-kindled 
recently when 
I designed and 
hand-made the 
stationary, 
decorations and 
gifts for my 
wedding.
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background…

I have a background in graphic design, 
for many years I ran my own business 
in the UK creating displays within the 
museum and exhibition design industry.  

After moving to Australia my life took 
a different direction for a while.  My 
love for all things crafty was re-kindled 
recently when I designed and hand-
made the stationary, decorations and 
gifts for my wedding.  Now having spent 
time in the ‘non-commercial’ world, I’m 
finding it much more satisfying and lots 
of fun!

click here

to shop

online

http://www.madeit.com.au/blossomandcat
http://www.madeit.com.au/blossomandcat
http://www.madeit.com.au/blossomandcat
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inspiration…

My inspiration comes from 
all over: travel to a land far 
away, a walk through the 
park in the rain, my Gran’s 
old blue wool blanket, 
a trinket found at a flea 
market, or the words from 
a song.  One of my earliest 
inspirations was made by my 
Mum; my blossom girl doll.  
I’d excitedly watched my 
Mum making her that day, 
she was nearly finished…but 
it was my bedtime.  The next 
morning she was waiting for 
me on the couch: hand-
sewn from flannelette and 
stuffed with cotton balls, 
wearing a blossom dress, 
with blue bows in her yellow 
wool hair.  She has been 
right around the globe with 
me, and now resides quite 
happily on a shelf next to a 
basket of trimmings and a 
jar of buttons!
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lessons learned…

Recently I’ve become fully 
aware of the importance 
of the internet as a tool 
and a valuable resource in 
helping to build your own 
cottage industry…  Not only 
is it a fabulous, and for the 
most part free, means of 
self-promotion, but a great 
way to discover and share 
ideas with other like minded 
creative people.

 
secrets of success…

Don’t be afraid of heading 
down a new path... 
you never know where it 
might lead...

www.blossomandcat.com.au

Come and visit ‘blossom & cat’ at 

www.blossomandcat.com.au, or follow 

my adventures on Facebook.  I’m also 

at the Olive Tree Market: Newcastle’s 

Dedicated Art & Design Market which 

is held on the first Saturday of every 

month at The Junction Public School in 

Newcastle.  I would love to meet you x

www.blossomandcat.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/blossomandcat
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crochet decoder 99c
A guide to crochet instruction 
symbols, abbreviations, yarn numbers, 
& more!  One of the biggest hurdles 
when learning to crochet is just 
remembering all the instruction 
abbreviations and symbols. This app is 
a simple pocket guide that is perfect 
for the person new to crochet or even 
the experienced crocheter who just 
needs an occasional refresher!

COMPILED BY:  TANIA GORANITIS 
of Shop Contemporary Handmade and The Contemporary Handmade Alliance

crafty phone 
apps under $1

stitchminder FREE
A knitting stitch count utility 
application. The program provides four 
customisable counters that can be 
used to track rows completed, pattern 
rows, increases, and decreases. 
Counters can be configured to count 
upwards or downwards, and your 
counts are always stored when you 
close the program or if your knitting is 
interrupted by a phone call. Simply tap 
on the number to count up or down! 

knitminder lite FREE
The replacement for all of those scraps 
of paper, bulging notebooks, various 
row counters, and multicoloured post-
its that you use to keep track of where 
you are on the four different projects 
you’ve got started but haven’t finished. 
KnitMinder keeps all of those notes 
and reminders with you wherever you 
happen to be because they’re on your 
iPhone or iPod touch. Track projects, 
yarns, needles, and patterns. Add notes 
with pictures. It’s all there in KnitMinder! 

craftgawker FREE
A photo gallery that allows 
you to visually search and 
discover handmade arts 
and crafts to inspire your 
own projects.

CROCHET DECODER            SEWING GLOSSARY                    CRAFTSY                     CRAFT GAWKER

     STITCH MINDER                      KNIT MINDER                        PINTEREST                        QUILTING CALC

PHONE                                 MAIL                                  PHOTOS                           MESSAGES

8

http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/crochet-decoder/id437841315?mt=8
https://www.facebook.com/ShopContemporaryHandmade
https://www.facebook.com/contemporaryhandmadealliance
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stitchminder/id287491425?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/knitminder-lite/id311943855?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/craftgawker/id436672425?mt=8
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COMPILED BY:  TANIA GORANITIS 
of Shop Contemporary Handmade and The Contemporary Handmade Alliance

crafty phone 
apps under $1

quiltingcalc FREE
Robert Kaufman Fabrics and 
Quilter’s Paradise have joined forces 
to bring you a collection of eight 
essential quilting calculators. You’ll 
be able to quickly convert between 
yards and inches, meters and 
centimetres; learn how much fabric 
you need for backing, batting and 
borders; and understand how many 
rectangular pieces can be cut 
from a larger piece. There are even 
calculators for square in a square, 
set-in and corner triangles. 

sewing glossary 99c
Contains all types of sewing terms 
which will help you and your sewing 
project. This is the perfect aid if you are 
just getting into sewing. And for those 
that are experienced in this amazing 
art but don’t know the lingo to go 
along with their skills, than this is a 
great application to have at 
your fingertips.

pinterest FREE
A virtual pin board; place 
to catalogue and share 
the things you love.

CROCHET DECODER            SEWING GLOSSARY                    CRAFTSY                     CRAFT GAWKER

     STITCH MINDER                      KNIT MINDER                        PINTEREST                        QUILTING CALC

PHONE                                 MAIL                                  PHOTOS                           MESSAGES

craftsy 99c
Browse through thousands of 
unique, one-of-a-kind, handmade 
and vintage products that are 
listed on Etsy right on your iPhone 
with Craftsy.  Save your favourite 
shops and items, view seller profiles 
and feedback, and keep track of 
all your Etsy purchases.

https://www.facebook.com/ShopContemporaryHandmade
https://www.facebook.com/contemporaryhandmadealliance
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/quiltingcalc/id390366459?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/sewing-glossary/id390849864?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pinterest/id429047995?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/craftsy-etsy-app-for-shoppers/id426659134?mt=8
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http://www.handmadecanberra.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/handmadecanberra
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on our bookshelf

author, tania mccartney invites us to take a peek inside 

                     at two of the gorgeous projects...

turn 
the page 

for a peek 
inside>>

A truly unique and beautiful book filled with over 70 gorgeous handmade 
projects and inspirational ideas for crafters of all levels, handmade living. 
showcases the talents of handmade designers, artisans and craftspeople 
from all over Australia. 

For Australian designers, handmade living. is a wonderful vehicle to promote 
and market their amazing products and ideas, broadening their scope 
and (for many) meeting a far greater audience than they could ordinarily 
achieve. As many of our best handmade talent is based around cottage 
industry, handmade living. is a priceless way to help give these businesses the 
vital exposure they need.

handmade living: 
a designer collective 
(Handmade Press, A$39.95RRP)

available from all good 
bookstores, or purchase online at
www.handmadecanberra.com.au
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{ }travel pillows
make your own

excerpt from handmade living. 
this article by Tina Snerling of Tiny Concept

www.tinyconcept.com.au

handmade living. - a designer collective is a unique and beautiful hard cover book showcasing the talents of handmade designers, artisans and 
craftspeople from all over Australia. Unique in its design, the book features over 70 gorgeous projects and inspirational ideas that both showcase this local 
talent and offer readers of all handmade levels the opportunity to create something whimsically precious and simply wonderful.

See www.handmadecanberra.com.au or contact info@handmademarket.com.au for more.

http://www.handmadecanberra.com.au
mailto:info@handmademarket.com.au
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handmade living. - a designer collective is a unique and beautiful hard cover book showcasing the talents of handmade designers, artisans and 
craftspeople from all over Australia. Unique in its design, the book features over 70 gorgeous projects and inspirational ideas that both showcase this local 
talent and offer readers of all handmade levels the opportunity to create something whimsically precious and simply wonderful.

See www.handmadecanberra.com.au or contact info@handmademarket.com.au for more.

create.
-:- natural linen
-:- brown & red wool flannel
-:- floral cotton fabric
-:- fusible interfacing
-:- polyfill
-:- 20cm ribbon, 20mm wide

STEP ONE. Cut all pieces from template on page 165. Iron interfacing to 
back of front hair piece and face piece.
-:- -:- -:-
STEP TWO. Set sewing machine to zigzag stitch, ensuring stitch width is 
approximately 5mm and stitches are close together. This will form an 
appliqué stitch. Sew the hair piece to the face. Reduce the stitch width 
to 3mm and stitch the facial features, following tracings from template. 
Back-tack each feature to prevent unravelling.
-:- -:- -:-
STEP THREE. Hand stitch cheeks using blanket stitch in matching thread. 
Tie ribbon in a bow and attach securely to the face, cutting ribbon ends 
at an angle to finish.
-:- -:- -:-
STEP FOUR. With right sides together, attach face front to front body with 
a 5mm seam allowance, then press seam open. Repeat with back of 
body and back of hair.
-:- -:- -:-
STEP FIVE. With right sides facing, stitch around entire project, leaving a 
5cm gap at the bottom.
-:- -:- -:-
STEP SIX. Turn pillow out and stuff firmly with polyfill, ensuring each corner 
is filled. Hand stitch opening closed.

ideas.
-:- use hardy fabrics like linen, ticking, damask and denim 
for cuddle-longevity.

-:- why not create your own child? change facial features 
and hair to suit.

-:- consider sewing a large pocket on the back to slide a 
bedtime story or other sleep time essentials into.

-:- embroider your child’s name on a piece of twill tape 
and stitch to back of the pillow.

the comforts of a pillow and beloved toy combine 
in this highly squishable travel pillow for little 
voyagers...the perfect size for happy travels.

http://www.handmadecanberra.com.au
mailto:info@handmademarket.com.au
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Created under the umbrella of Handmade Canberra, handmade living. is another feather in Handmade’s cap, along with its 
phenomenally successful quarterly market and retail store in the heart of the nation’s capital. 

See www.handmadecanberra.com.au or contact info@handmademarket.com.au for more.

collect your treasure.
Part of the joy of travel is the paraphernalia collected along the way. Take a large 
zippable plastic sleeve on your journey and squirrel away any flat memorabilia, from 
receipts to boarding passes to napkins, bags, notes, photographs, coasters, business 
cards, postcards, even wrapping.
-:- -:- -:-
Lay out your treasures in a variety of scenarios before committing them to paper. Mix 
and match to get the best effect, and embellish with squares of decorative paper, 
envelopes, notecards or sketches made on your journey.
-:- -:- -:-
Cataloguing receipts will become a fascinating historical record – imagine the 
grandchildren oohing and ahhing over the price paid for a room in Tokyo!

{ }travel journal
create a

excerpt from handmade living. 
this article by Tania McCartney, www.taniamccartney.com 

travel-lovers rejoice – there’s no greater inspiration to create gorgeous journals 
and memory books than a trip to far-flung destinations. revisit travels with these beautiful 
memento books, designed to showcase the treasure collected on travels, near and far.

www.handmadecanberra.com.au
mailto:info@handmademarket.com.au
www.taniamccartney.com
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Created under the umbrella of Handmade Canberra, handmade living. is another feather in Handmade’s cap, along with its 
phenomenally successful quarterly market and retail store in the heart of the nation’s capital. 

See www.handmadecanberra.com.au or contact info@handmademarket.com.au for more.

embellishments.
Add quotes or the things people said or did, or notes on your favourite 
places and experiences.
-:- -:- -:-
Draw diagrams, maps, arrows, loops, dotted lines or miniature renditions 
of buildings, people, objects.
-:- -:- -:-
Use stickers, fabric, string or thread, ribbon or other 3D items to add extra 
dimension, but be wary of making the book too thick to close.
-:- -:- -:-
Don’t get caught up in making things ‘perfect’– the charm of a memory 
journal is lost in perfection.
-:- -:- -:-
Store your book in a cool place, out of direct sunlight – and enjoy it often!
-:- -:- -:-
You can create a new journal for 
each place you travel, or use it to 
commemorate special events… 
or just everyday memories.

Begin by laying out mementos on 
a table in chronological order, 
grouping them to create a ‘story’. 
Be sure to work through everything 
before committing to the journal, so 
nothing gets left out.

 

create.

-:- a spiral bound book in your desired size, preferably acid-free
-:- acid-free glue stick, double sided tape or sticky dots
-:- acid-free photo corners
-:- scissors, paper cutter, decorative-edged scissors
-:- gel & metallic pens, textas
-:- a ruler
-:- memorabilia

Cut pieces of decorative paper to lay behind main highlights, or split these 
highlights to feature across a double-page spread – this works well for maps.
-:- -:- -:-
Some items, like brochures and maps, can be left folded. Be sure to glue 
them in so they’re the right way up when opened.
-:- -:- -:-
For a finishing touch, tape two 20cm lengths of ribbon to the inside cover 
edges. Consider black pages to make colours really pop

www.handmadecanberra.com.au
mailto:info@handmademarket.com.au
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oh, deer!
a collection of our favourite deer inspired creations 

1 love mae’s lovely stickers are made of 
adhesive fabric. They are super easy to 
use, just peel from the sheet and stick 
on the wall! These stickers are perfect 
for children, as they are removable 
and completely reusable. They can be 
scrunched into a ball and will easily 
un-scrunch and re-apply to your wall, 
many times over. love mae’s stickers are 
printed with ‘eco’ inks and are non-toxic. 
http://shop.lovemae.com.au

2‘Ally’ by Liselle 
www.madeit.com.au/lisellekate

3Deer Brooch 
www.lovehate.com.au

4 That Wintage Deer Darling Friend - 
Earrings - Tasmanian Myrtle 
www.thatvintage.com.au

5  {Bambi} In The Woods. Silk screen print 
on Tasmanian Oak. Size 6”x8” 
www.madeit.com.au/littlemuse

3

4

5

2

http://shop.lovemae.com.au
www.madeit.com.au/lisellekate 
www.lovehate.com.au 
www.thatvintage.com.au 
www.madeit.com.au/littlemuse 
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a peek behind 
the scenes...
an exclusive behind-the-scenes look at the photo 

shoot for upcoming clothing brand gigglebum!

words - debra bubner of gigglebum | photography - kelly munce

http://www.facebook.com/gigglebum
http://www.kellymunce.com.au
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252  days ago I had an idea.  
The idea was for a new clothing brand.  I 
had a very clear vision of green fields and 
beautiful little girls wearing gorgeous silk 
dresses, carrying bunches of balloons and 
dancing about with twirly ribbons and 
enjoying lollipops … and they were giggling.  

252 days ago I had an idea...  
185 days ago I shared it with my 
photographer Kelly Munce… and today my 
idea has become a reality. 

But it wasn’t all smooth sailing…

someone said to me 
recently ‘worrying is an 
excellent tactic – 90% of 
the stuff you worry about 
never happens!’  at 
the time their comment 
made me grin, but this 
morning that pesky 
10% had me VERY 
concerned.   
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who is gigglebum? 
Gigglebum designs, manufactures and 
sells clothing that is fun AND beautiful. 
 
At Gigglebum we are passionate 
about creating clothing and 
accessories that are classic and simple 
in design, and that last for more than 
1 season. Our initial range, due to be 
released in southern hemisphere’s 
Spring 2011, will be a range of stunning 
garments and accessories made of 
100% silk.  Our sizes start at newborn 
babies and go up to ladies size large 
and all our ladies silk garments are 
suitable for maternity wear.

launching online 
during October! 
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But maybe I was worrying for nothing, 
maybe I had already had my 10%?  I’d had 
a few spectacular challenges leading up to 
the photo shoot;  namely customs randomly 
seizing the silk shipment and telling me 
they were planning to hold onto to it for 
an indeterminable time as part of a new 
investigation. That was fun!? But luckily after 
a desperate call to FedEx, our shipment was 
released that afternoon. 

And then two of our little models pulled out 
a few days before the photo shoot and it 
was too late to reschedule.  Miraculously 
our photographer Kelly found two PERFECT 
replacement gigglebum models who 
just happened to have almost identical 
measurements to the other models and who 
were so beautiful and so giggly I cannot 
imagine the shoot without them.  

So …. maybe we’d had our 10%, what else 
could go wrong? 

Gorgeous clothing – check
Fantastic models – check
Awe inspiring photographer – check
Spectacular props – check

… well there was the weather ….. 

I live in Melbourne and recently we had 
been enjoying some glorious sunny days, 
but for the past few weeks Sydney and 
Newcastle had experienced virtually non 
stop rain. 

I was preparing for the 
worst but hoping for 
the best.  

We were planning to do our photo shoot at 
a rural location near Morpeth in New South 
Wales and late this week when I was told our 
photo-shoot location was not underwater 
yet, I thought they were being humorous 
but they weren’t!  So I rushed out during 
the week and bought some lovely clear 
umbrellas (just in case), some warm fluffy 
dressing gowns to keep the models warm 
between shots and some silver fur lined 
boots which I had attempted to waterproof 
with some special waterproofing spray – 
but what would we do if it was absolutely 
POURING?   I phoned Kelly and we talked 
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through our options.  In the end we decided 
“we do it anyway – if it pours we get great 
shots in the rain, if it stops raining we get 
rainbows, if it’s a field of mud we’ll have 
mud fights!”.  

It was at that point I 
realised that the most 
important thing to 
ensure your photo shoot 
was going to be a huge 
success was to have a 
photographer with a 
sensational attitude!   
So we went forth determined to have fun 
regardless of what challenges happened 
along the way. 

It all begun beautifully and our first 
challenge occurred about 20 seconds into 
the shoot when our 21 year old model fell 
in the mud!  And almost immediately after 
that our three year old model also slipped, 

slid and landed in the mud. This was closely 
followed by two more models involved in 
spectacular mud slides. We all laughed and 
soldiered on regardless.   (If you look close 
enough you will SEE the mud on the silk 
dresses!) Silk dresses in the mud – what an 
‘out there’ combination!  Well no one could 
accuse us of being unoriginal! 
 
We did have one considerable challenge 
we couldn’t laugh away; the helium balloon 
supplier forgot to include any ribbons with 
the balloons.  The light was fading and there 
was not enough time to drive all the way to 
the nearest township to try and find a shop 
open to purchase ribbon  …. so one of our 
fantastic ‘giggle-mums’ quickly trekked off 
to a nearby farm house to see if she could 
borrow some string or ribbon or dental floss 
or SOMETHING we could tie the balloons up 
with!? 

To amuse the girls while we waited for our 
‘giggle-mum’ to return I handed out the 
lollipops. (the photo below shows the most 
excited little girl was our 21 year old model!) 
The girls all LOVED their lollipops and very 
quickly we had five very very VERY sticky 
faces… 
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“
”

Debra Bubner
founder of Gigglebum and the mother of 3 amazing gigglebums   

I have a huge desire within me to help others, especially children.  
And one of the reasons my business Gigglebum has been set up is to help 
me support my favourite charity, Free To Be Kids.  The other reason is creativity.  In my 20s I 
owned and operated a successful photography studio, specialising in unique natural child 
portraiture. That period of my life involved an enormous amount of creativity and I look back 
on it as the most fun I have had in my career.  After almost 20 years in the corporate world, 
I am yearning to return to that creativity and do something involving beautiful expression, 
something I can share with others, and something that involves making children smile and 
giggle.  My aim is to build a successful business so that ‘Gigglebum’ becomes a brand 
people associate with beauty, quality, happiness and helping others.
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win 
a ‘30% off a 
commercial 

shoot voucher’
with 

kelly munce
click here to
find out how!

http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/08/win-30-off-commercial-shoot-with-kelly.html
http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/08/win-30-off-commercial-shoot-with-kelly.html
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Before we knew it our fantastic ‘giggle-mum’
saved the day returning with a ball of 
kitchen twine! We quickly inflated our 
helium balloons, tied them in bunches and 
we were set. And although it was freezing 
cold, wet, raining and muddy the end result 
was SPECTACULAR! The photos speak for 
themselves.  Our gorgeous little models did 
not complain about the cold or the rain or 
the mud – instead they laughed and giggled 
and were completely exquisite.  And every 
time I turned around I saw our unstoppable 
photographer Kelly laying down in the cold 
mud to get the right angle for the shot.  But 
that’s not all, during the balloon release 
shot she had some huge ants start crawling 
on her face and bite her but not even that 
stopped her taking photos! And even as 
I stood there brushing these huge ants off 
her face she was excitedly checking the 
photos she had just taken on the back of her 
camera. What a legend!!

So overall the recipe for a successful 
commercial photo shoot is made up of 
many ingredients – and we were lucky 
enough to have them all.  

the most wasted 
of all days is one 
without laughter 
(e.e.cummings)
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although it was 
freezing cold, wet, 
raining and muddy 
the end result was 
spectacular!
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special thanks to:  
Our exquisite Gigglebum models for all 
their giggles. 

Our fantastic ‘Giggle-mums’ for their help 
and laughter. 

The talented Pascal from The Red Balloon 
Candy Artisans for our magical lollipops 
www.facebook.com/
theredballooncandyartisans

The lovely Kate from Pinwheels and Pearls 
for our beautiful twirling ribbons   
www.facebook.com/pinwheelsandpearls 

The awe inspiring Kelly from Kelly Munce | 
Photographer for her creative brilliance 
www.kellymunce.com.au 

The gorgeous Peta, our behind the scenes 
photographer, 
www.facebook.com/peta.eyeington.photos

Everyone at Gigglebum                            
www.facebook.com/gigglebum 

http://www.facebook.com/theredballooncandyartisans
http://www.facebook.com/theredballooncandyartisans
www.facebook.com/pinwheelsandpearls
http://www.kellymunce.com.au
www.facebook.com/peta.eyeington.photos
www.facebook.com/gigglebum  
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launching online during October! 
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win
a $200 
gigglebum
gift voucher!

click here for 
all the details!launching online during October! 

http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/09/win-200-gigglebum-voucher.html
http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/09/win-200-gigglebum-voucher.html
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Sew Outside the Lines™ Workshops 1
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Learning a new craft or rediscovering an old one 
is wonderful for the mind and spirit. Its relaxing and 
for many women has become a source of extra 
income in todays tough times.

It’s a great activity to enjoy with children, 
encouraging gross motor skills, communication 
and imagination.

It’s time to ignite your imagination and start 
learning! Let’s get creating...

The Studio
Spearwood, WA 
Jody - jodypearl@westnet.com.au  
http://re-inventingfashion.blogspot.com/

Splice Skirt & 
Change of Heart 
Skirt Workshop   
October 14th-16th  
10am-2pm  
$230 

Learn to Sew - 
Basics & Beyond
22nd Oct - 26th Nov 
(6wks) 
3-6pm 
$225

REinventing your 
Wardrobe  
All Day Saturdays
1st & 8th October 
(2days) 
10am-3pm
$175 
 
All Day Sundays 
18th & 25th Sept. 
(2days) 
10am-3pm 
$175

Sew Outside the Lines™ 
Workshops1

creativeescapes
Alison Bolakis, owner & founder of 
Mums Who Make, brings you a colourful 
collection of craft classes to help guide 
you in your creative journey! 

Sew Outside the Lines™ Workshops 1

Isn’t it time you connected with 
your creative side?

mailto:jodypearl@westnet.com.au
http://re-inventingfashion.blogspot.com/
http://www.mumswhomake.com.au
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2 Tied with a Ribbon & Claire Turpin Design Sew Along
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Tied with a Ribbon 
and Claire Turpin 
Design Sew Along
Sew Along for Your Table 
Wed. 7th September 
4 week course 
9:30-12pm
Cost $190
   
Sew Along for Christmas
Tue. 6th September
4 week course
7 – 9.30pm
Cost $190

Mt Lawley Tennis Club

Inglewood, WA
Jemima  ph 0417599205
tiedwitharibbon@gmail.com
www.tiedwitharibbon.com

2 Squiggle and Stitch – 
Arty Crafty stuff for Kids  

Felting, painting, mosaics and more
September  26th

September 27th 
October 3rd

October 4th

Times to be advised

Cost $10 plus $3 for materials

Watsonia, VIC
Tania 
squiggleandstitch@hotmail.com
ph. 0433 709 034
http://www.facebook.com/
squiggleandstitch

3

kids
classes!

mailto:tiedwitharibbon%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.tiedwitharibbon.com
mailto:squiggleandstitch%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/squiggleandstitch
http://www.facebook.com/squiggleandstitch
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Creatively Inspired  

Scrapbooking
Monday 10am - 12 noon and Wednesday 
7.30pm - 9.30pm
 
$15 + materials - You can bring your own 
materials or we have a small shop on the 
premises

Riverstone Neighbourhood Centre, 
Park Street, 

Riverstone, NSW
Kylie - 0408 104 861
Sharon - 0413 511 814
info@creativelyinspired.net 
www.creativelyinspired.net

Card & Scrapbooking with 
Terri Donnaruma 

Scrapbooking / Cardmaking – 
Perfect for beginners
3rd September 2pm  -  Card Class
1st October 2pm -  Scrapbook Class 
12th November 2pm  -  Card Class
10th December 2 pm -  Scrapbook Class
 
Cost: $18 or bring a friend and pay just $15 
each

Felixstow, SA
Terri - terridnrm@gmail.com 
0407 726 734
www.terriscrafts.com

54

mailto:info%40creativelyinspired.net%20?subject=
www.creativelyinspired.net
mailto:terridnrm@gmail.com
http://www.terriscrafts.com/
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Hope Packages 

Punch art classes
Classes are held once a month, including 
day and evening classes for both Adults 
and Kids

Adults $25.00 | Kids $17.00 per class 
which includes everything you need to 
make 3 projects.  All you need to bring is 
scissors and adhesive

Mooroolbark & 
Greensborough, VIC
Mooroolbark studio - Jo Hope 
jo@hopepackages.com.au
Greensborough studio - Belinda Green 
belinda@hopepackages.com.au
www.hopepackages.com.au

Mums Who Make is an Australian 
Handmade Directory connecting you 
to over 700 creative businesses with 
the click of a button!

Browse MWM for handmade products, 
craft supplies & classes, local markets, 
retails outlets that stock handmade 
products and a few DIY craft projects 
for adults and children.

If you run a crafty business you can 
even include your business for free!

Email Alison 
info@mumswhomake.com.au 
for more information

6

creativeescapes
was brought to you by Alison Bolakis, 
owner & founder of Mums Who Make.

www.mumswhomake.com.au

mailto:jo@hopepackages.com.au
mailto:belinda@hopepackages.com.au
http://www.hopepackages.com.au
mailto:info@mumswhomake.com.au
www.mumswhomake.com.au
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k is for kitsch’en
IN HER TRADEMARK RETRO, UPCYCLED STYLE, LIZ’S KITCHEN IS FULL OF CREATIVITY & PERSONALITY! 

PHOTOGRAPHY LIZ - BETTY JO DESIGNS

One of our favourite 
things is getting a glimse at 
the home & work spaces of the 
creative people we admire... 
so when Liz, of Betty Jo Designs, 
shared images of her kitchen 
on her blog, www.linoforest.
blogspot.com...we couldn’t 
resist sharing them! 

“I try to surround myself 
with inspiration. In fact 
my studio, and house for 
that matter, is pretty full of 
kitsch, cute and colourful 
vintage knickknacks, old 
toys and children’s books. 
Jolly Enid Blytons, Classic 
Golden books and any 
beautifully illustrated 
picture books, no matter 
how preloved.”
LIZ - BETTY JO DESIGNS

www.linoforest.blogspot.com
www.linoforest.blogspot.com
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betty jo designs
www.linoforest.blogspot.com

www.linoforest.blogspot.com
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a collection of woodland inspired time pieces  
TOP (left to right) stag clock - honeybeegoods.com | black stag head - madeit.com.au/snowfawn | 
cloud clock -  redrevival.com.au
BOTTOM (left to right) branches - charlimae.com | owl clock - blinkdesigns.com.au | 
enchanted forest whimsical clock - madeit.com.au/snowfawn
OPPOSITE PAGE woodland cuckoo clock - madeit.com.au/snowfawn

what’s the time mr wolf?

http://www.honeybeegoods.com
http://www.madeit.com.au/snowfawn
http://www.redrevival.com.au
http://www.charlimae.com
http://www.blinkdesigns.com.au
http://www.madeit.com.au/snowfawn
http://www.madeit.com.au/snowfawn
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Nicolle Versteeg Photography

tommy loves mandy
an engagement photo shoot with
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tommy loves mandy

“Photography is very 

personal. Even if 

you take the best-

composed pictures, 

if you have not 

captured the personal 

moments, you have 

not succeeded.” 
NICOLLE VERSTEEG
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‘Mandy and I met in Karratha a few months after I moved 
there from Canada. We first met at an outdoor concert, 
and apparently I didn’t make enough of an impression for 
her to recall our meeting! We met again about a month 
later at a mutual friend’s going away dinner. She found me 
on Facebook the next day, and we were soon spending 
our days emailing each other from work. I asked her to 

how we met… by Tommy
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come to my work Christmas party, our first date, and we 
pretty much moved in together after that, spending half 
of our time at her place and half at mine. Two and half 
years later we moved to my home town in Canada for 
nine months, and moved to Perth in February. I proposed 
to her on Good Friday (Great Friday!) and we’re getting 
married in August when my family arrive from Canada.’

“...apparently I didn’t make enough of an 
impression for her to recall our meeting…”

TOMMY
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I decided to approach the photo shoot in a not orchestrated 
way as I believe that love, and also life, work the same. 
With no set plan in mind, we took off and went for a walk 
around the picturesque streets of Fremantle. Mandy and 
Tommy’s personal love story unfolded before my camera in 
a beautiful and unique way.

the photoshoot… by nicole versteeg
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I like to spent time with my clients, understand who they 
are and what they stand for. Photography is very personal. 
Even if you take the best-composed pictures, if you 
have not captured the personal moments, you have not 
succeeded. With this in mind I strive to bring out the best 
from a photo shoot in every way I can. 

“I decided to approach the photo shoot in 
a not orchestrated way as I believe that 

love, and also life, work the same.” 
NICOLLE VERSTEEG

www.nicolleversteeg.com

www.nicolleversteeg.com
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a collection of our favourite woodland inspired artworks
on the wall (left to right) ‘Collected’ by Driftwood Interiors   | ‘Elsie’ by Liselle Kate | ‘Little Red’ by Danielle Reck | ‘Caged’ by Liselle Kate | ‘In The Woods Series No.4’ by Missy Minzy

gallery wall

http://www.etsy.com/shop/driftwoodinteriors
https://www.facebook.com/lisellekate
https://www.facebook.com/daniellereck.art
https://www.facebook.com/lisellekate
https://www.facebook.com/MissyMinzy
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words of wisdom
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words of wisdom
tell us a little about yourself...
I am an Australian author of children’s books 
and adult non-fiction. I’ve been writing since my 
teens and was first published in 1995 but it wasn’t 
until 2005 when our family moved to Beijing, that 
my author and publishing journey really began. 

We spent four years in Beijing and during that 
time I became a kids editor and feature writer 
for several major expat magazines. I also realised 
my dream of writing my first children’s picture 
book, and in November 2008, I self-published 
Riley and the Sleeping Dragon: A journey around 
Beijing - a multimedia picture book featuring 
black and white photos of the capital, cartoon 
characters and an adventure story that also 
served as a sort of travelogue for kids.

It was such a creative experience, writing 
this book. I created the entire thing on my 
own - wrote it, took the photos, did all the 
typesetting, layout and design - published, 
marketed and sold it myself. It was an incredible 
learning journey and so fulfilling. Other than the 
actual printing (and illustrations!) the book’s 
creation was so hands-on, it was absolutely a 
‘handmade’ production.

The book became an overnight sensation and 
since bringing it home to Australia in 2009, sales 
haven’t stopped - I am now almost out of my 
third print run.

Whilst in Beijing, I also released a comedic 
memoir - Beijing Tai Tai - about life in China with 
kids. This book also did well in both countries, 
and the book is now being republished by Exisle 
Publishing.

I absolutely adore kids’ books so it’s been a joy 
to continue the Riley series. In September 2011, 
the fourth book will be published by Ford Street 
Publishing - Riley and the Grumpy Wombat: A 
journey around Melbourne. It’s my first female 
character animal and I just adore her.

I’ve also been fortunate to follow my passion for 
handmade wares by working with Handmade 
Canberra since returning to Australia. In 
December 2010, I compiled and wrote 
Handmade Living: A designer collective with 
the Handmade team, and it was a joy to bring 
together such a gorgeous book that showcases 
the incredible talent we have in this country.

The book allowed me to share my love of 
photography, styling and design, too - it was a 
real achievement to get this book on the shelves 
(it was also self-published) and the response to 
the book has been phenomenal.

Since then, I’ve been working on several 
children’s and adult lifestyle books and will have 
three new books out next year.

WORDS TANIA MCCARTNEY - AUTHOR
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how did you get started ...
I’ve been writing since I was a kid, really - have 
never stopped, so making writing a full time 
profession was a given. An irony that it took 
moving to the most populous country in the 
world to make it happen!

When I returned to Australia, I set about creating 
a brand for myself. I expanded my blog, set up 
a website and also expanded my children’s 
literature site - Kids Book Review. I spent a lot of 
time networking with the wonderful children’s 
literature world and began holding workshops, 
readings and events at schools, libraries and 
organisations.

Word of mouth is a wonderful thing and I feel 
I’ve managed to make a dent in the vastly 
overpopulated world of publishing and books 

- mind you, I’ve had to work very hard! There is 
a lot of industry competition and it’s tough to 
make you and your work stand out.

I’ve also branched into other areas I’m really 
passionate about like event organisation, 
photography and styling. These elements have 
added further dimension to my work and have 
allowed me to branch out into the lifestyle 
arena.

I think hard work and tenacity are vital when 
starting a business, but I also feel excellence is 
paramount. Everything I do, I do with excellence 
and professionalism. It what really sets you apart.

inspiration...
My inspiration is the everyday. The teensiest 
little things that make life so fascinating and 
beautiful. From the way leaves get crunchy 
through autumn to the hilarious things kids say. 
I’m a very aesthetic person, so beauty and 
talent inspires me, as do books and travel.

I’m really inspired by Martha Stewart because 
of her commitment to excellence, beauty and 
living life to the full. Her mega success shows 
how appreciated this is by the world. Nigella 
Lawson also inspires me because she’s so Real 
and wears her creativity openly and on every 
word that escapes her lips. 
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typical day at work...

Up at 7am, get the kids off to school. Check emails. 
Oats with fruit and yoghurt, a cup of strong coffee. Work 
on Kids Book Review and perhaps write a review or two. 
Blog maintenance, a little social networking.

More coffee. Writing (whether it be my latest kids book, 
lifestyle book or workshop programme/presentation) or 
photography/styling/crafting for latest book. 

Lunch. More emails. Go over calendar, update blog.

Walk/yoga. Drink lots of water to counteract early 
morning coffee. Finally shower and get dressed. Go out, 
if need to.

Write, plan, update, organise events or read review 
copies.

Kids home from school, homework, play, housework. 
Plan what on earth I’m going to do for dinner. Nighttime 
kids/family ritual.

Evening: Check emails one last time, write til midnight if 
I’m in the midst of book production, otherwise, watch a 
little tele or curl up in bed with a great book.

Rinse and repeat.

other creative 
passions, hobbies or 
talents...
I really adore photography 
and I’m so grateful to have the 
opportunity to expand that love 
through my writing. My other 
love is paper crafting, layout 
and design. I spend inordinate 
amounts of time putting 
together ‘books’ of our family 
travels, with photos and snippets 
of ephemera and writing. Oh 
- I’m also a very good knitter 
(though I can’t crochet!).

support & 
networking...
I rely heavily on facebook 
and twitter and interaction 
through my websites - blog 
and Kids Book Review. I warmly 
support and network with all 
the designers and team behind 
Handmade Canberra and 
other handmade organisations 
around the world. I think sites 
like madeit.com.au can provide 
creative people wonderful 
networking opportunities.

madeit.com.au
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lessons learned...

Oh - so so much! Where do I begin? I’ve learned 
that tenacity and excellence are everything. I’ve 
learned that people truly love and appreciate 
anything handmade, made with love or with 
passion. 

I’ve learned how to stand strong and take rejection 
and still continue on. I’ve learned how to recover 
from mistakes and how to believe in myself more. 
I’ve learned how to say no and how to spot 
the people who will bleed you dry given any 
opportunity. I’ve also learned to spot the people 
who truly appreciate and value what you do.

I’ve learned not to go into business with friends, 
that you can never take a break when you work for 
yourself, that children are formidable, that creativity 
is unbreakable. I’ve learned to focus on and 
support the people who are driven by the purity 
of their creativity and aren’t just in it for money or 
fame.

I’ve learned that awards really don’t mean that 
much - it’s the reaction of your clients/readers that 
truly matter.

I have also learned that you can do anything if you 
try hard enough and it means enough to you.

secrets of success...
Excellence and tenacity. 
Operate from your core and 
always deal with integrity, 
openness and honesty. 

Don’t muddle friendship with 
business, if you can help it. Learn 
how to let go of the negative or 
debasing deadwood that holds 
you back - it’s vital. Learn how 
to pace yourself and block the 
users and abusers. 

Never, ever social network 
or blog your woes with other 
people in the industry - leave this 
to the underdeveloped.

Lastly - follow your intuition, even 
when it doesn’t make perfect 
‘sense’. It is the most valuable 
success tool you could ever own.

I have also learned that you can do anything if 
      you try hard enough and it means enough to you...
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Readers interested in children’s books should 
check out my wonderful literary site Kids Book 
Review www.kids-bookreview.com and those 
with a great love of design and handmade 
gorgeousness, shouldn’t miss Handmade Canberra 
and their glorious empire - the market, the shop, 
the book - www.handmadecanberra.com.au

Keep up to date on Tania’s latest 
book releases on her website
www.taniamccartney.com and blog
www.taniamccartney.blogspot.com

future plans
I’m loving this path I’m on, so I plan to continue. I 
hope to have another lifestyle book (or two) out 
within the next two years and some more kids’ 
books are in the pipeline. Both are my passion.

I also plan to travel more and have a long sojourn 
already in the planning. I have some wonderful 
book ideas centred in travel and photography, so 
would love to pursue those.

http://www.kids-bookreview.com
www.handmadecanberra.com.au
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Kids Book Review was founded 
by author Tania McCartney and 
has become one of the most 
respected children’s literary 
forums on the web. Driven by a 
passion for literacy and covering 
news, reviews, interviews and 
educational articles, KBR is 
frequented by parents, authors, 
illustrators, teachers, librarians, 
book lovers and industry 
professionals from all over the 
world. www.kids-bookreview.com

WIN! 
a copy of Riley 
and The Grumpy 
Wombat, Tania 
McCartneys latest 
children’s book!

click here to 
visit the tickle 
the imagination 
website and find 
out how!

WIN!

http://www.kids-bookreview.com
http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/09/win-riley-and-grumpy-wombat.html
http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/09/win-riley-and-grumpy-wombat.html
http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/09/win-riley-and-grumpy-wombat.html
http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/09/win-riley-and-grumpy-wombat.html
http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/2011/09/win-riley-and-grumpy-wombat.html
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Australia has a thriving children’s book scene, with talent respected the 

world over. Our home-grown talent continues to release an astonishingly 

creative and beautiful line-up of books for kids, and this collection 

features a mere snapshot of the work available. The team from Kids 

Book Review reveal their current favourites, for your perusing pleasure...

little bookshelf
WORDS TANIA MCCARTNEY - KIDS BOOK REVIEW

http://www.kids-bookreview.com
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Riley and the Grumpy 
Wombat: A journey 
around Melbourne 
by Tania McCartney 
Ford Street Press, $23.95 RRP

Riley has discovered a wombat 
in his nanny’s garden. But why is 
this furry creature so grumpy? To 
find out why, Riley and his friends 
zoom around the stunning sights of 
Melbourne in search of a wombat 
that simply needs a place to call 
home. Combining black and 
white photos, illustrations, humour 
and an adventuresome storyline, 
this travelogue-style picture book 
showcases Melbourne at its very 
best. 

Click here to read the full review… 

The Incredible Journey 
of Pete McGee 
by Adam Wallace 
JoJo Publishing
$14.99 RRP

A 12-year-old wannabe knight 
with one arm, a dying mother, a 
pompous king, a talking book and 
a legendary health-giving flower 
combine in a fantastical tale of 
heroism and self-belief. Cleverly 
woven with mini sub-plots and 
well-fleshed characters, Wallace 
has penned a truly hilarious 
fable that promises to have 
‘everything’... and it does. Well, 
except giraffes.

Click here to read the full review… 

http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/01/review-riley-and-grumpy-wombat.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/01/review-riley-and-grumpy-wombat.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/07/review-incredible-journey-of-pete-mcgee.html
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Jackson’s Goal 
by Dwayne Russell
Slattery Media Group
$25 RRP

Young Jackson is footy-obsessed. 
He practices in the back yard 
all day long – taking marks, 
handballing, assessing the wind 
direction… all with a little bit 
of help from an unexpected 
source… Mum. Bright, loose and 
looping illustrations are a feat in 
movement and football madness 
– perfectly showcasing a young 
boy’s passion for the game.

Click here to read the full review… 

No Bears 
by Meg McKinlay 
Walker Books
$27.95 RRP

Ruby wants to tell a great story 
about wonderful things. She is 
also determined to exclude bears 
at all costs. Why? She’s sick and 
tired of tales containing bears. 
No Bears is a delightful ‘look and 
find’ tale for tiny tots, with humour 
hiding on every page. What 
better way is there to drift off to 
sleep than with a giggle? 

Click here to read the full review… 

http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/06/review-jacksons-goal.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/06/review-no-bears.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com
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Good Morning Mr 
Pancakes 
by Chris McKimmie 
Walker Books, $29.99 RRP

Bee is off on holidays and she 
is so excited, she thinks her 
head may fall off. There will 
be no football, tuba or chess 
this week, no no. Bee is going 
to swim, talk to parrots, climb 
in and out of holes and eat as 
slow as a snail, if she likes. She 
is going to languish in the joy 
that is pure rest from the grind 
of being a kid. With adorable, 
childlike illustrations this sweet 
story is told from the head of a 
child. A childlike wonder of a 
book.

Click here to read the full 
review… 

My Life and Other 
Stuff I Made Up 
by Tristan Bancks 
Random House, $15.95 RRP

Tom Weekly loves to write 
and draw, so he puts 
together short stories and 
drawings and other crazy 
and very funny stuff like lists 
and quirky captions, and 
the big questions like… why 
do dogs eat poo? Boys will 
particularly love this book. 
Complemented by Gus 
Gordon’s typically clever 
drawings, author Bancks 
doesn’t skip a funny bone 
beat.

Click here to read the full 
review… 

sock monkey by www.monkeyandme.com.au

http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/07/review-good-morning-mr-pancakes.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/07/review-good-morning-mr-pancakes.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/07/review-my-life-and-other-stuff-i-made.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/07/review-my-life-and-other-stuff-i-made.html
http://www.monkeyandme.com.au
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Astonishing Animal ABC 
by Charles Fuge 
Gullane Children’s Books, 
$27.95 RRP

Charles Fuge would have to be 
one of our finest Australian book 
illustrators; his iconic style sets the 
heart a-thumping. In his Astonishing 
Animal ABC, we meet some 
aliterated animals – arty aardvark 
and bouncing bear – lolloping 
around pages with the colour, 
movement and character only 
Fuge can do. Featuring rhyming 
text that is joyfully penned, kids will 
adore the humour, charm, wit and 
fun aplenty.

Click here to read the full review… 

Mesmerised 
by Katey Love 
Books for Newborns 
$11.95 RRP

From fish and dragonflies to cat’s 
paws and bubbles, Mesmerised 
is a baby book that doesn’t 
rely on stereotypical childlike 
images. It instead relies on fine 
design and clever choices. 
This beautifully-produced 
board book for babies is not 
only gorgeous, it’s designed to 
stimulate the eyes and minds of 
little ones up to six months old. 
Brilliant. 

Click here to read the full 
review… 

http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/07/review-astonishing-animal-abc.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/06/review-mesmerised.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2011/06/review-mesmerised.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com
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including junior upmarket

http://www.perthupmarket.com.au
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including junior upmarket

http://missyminzy.bigcartel.com/
http://www.handmadekids.com.au
http://www.perthupmarket.com.au
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www.Hausstylish.blogspot.com

http://www.madeit.com.au/pinwheelsandpearls
www.Hausstylish.blogspot.com
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 slumber
soft colours, textural elements and sweet accessories turn 
a little girls room into a woodland wonderland...

STYLING, WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY JO LLEWELLYN - HAUS STYLISH

serene
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This room was designed 
for a little girl with a 
love of animals and 
adventures. She has 
a fondness for Hooty 
owls, fluttery butterflies, 
jumping bunnies, sly little 
foxes and nesting birds.  

She also loves to travel in her Dad’s battered old 
VW camper van on camping trips, and like most 
two year olds, loves ballet shoes and fairies!  

She’s a lively little thing, with an exuberant 
personality - who doesn’t like to sleep too much 
at night, so the brief was to keep the room 
palette soft and serene, in the hope that it would 
help soothe her off to sleep. 
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RIGHT 
We start with some questions, and 
lots of listening.  Next, we create a 
beautiful inspiration board to show 

the concept of each room being 
designed or styled.  Once our client 
is happy with their design concept, 
we can source products especially 

for them and offer some handmade 
treasures to complement their design. 
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At Hausstylish, we designed and made the 
mobile for her room;  it has dancing ponies, 
fairies and flying birds in a beautiful soft green 
colour, and it sparkles in the sunlight that streams 
through her bedroom shutters.  (right)

The beautiful mobile was the inspiration for the 
rest of our styling.  We also made some beautiful 
textile pictures of her favourite Hooty owls and a 
little fox (she calls him ‘foxy’).  

The vintage bunny on the bed is called ‘person’ 
and is 39 years old! She is a family heirloom and 
was the favourite toy of the little girls mum from 
birth before being handed down. she has lovely 
green eyes that were also an influence on the 
room colour scheme that we chose.

Dotted around the room are little green 
feathered birds, there’s a nest or two as well so 
she can put them for a sleep when they chirp 
too much.  
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To add a lovely tactile feel to the 
room we chose pure white embossed 
cotton bed linen with a wonderful  
branch pattern sewn into it.  
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At Hausstylish (say ‘How Stylish’ 
– in a rather posh English accent), 
we believe your environment has a 
direct impact on the way you feel   
(and your general sense of well-
being).  

We specialise in Serene Interior 
Styling.  Some of our products are 
hand made for each client and are 
therefore unique to ourselves (and 
the client we designed them for).  

All our products are specially 
selected based on a dialogue 
between ourselves and our client.  

To add a lovely tactile feel to the room we 
chose pure white embossed cotton bed linen 
with a wonderful  branch pattern sewn into it.  

An old painted wicker chair came from her 
Nanna’s home in England, we rejuvenated 
the chair by sanding off the old varnish and 
repainting it in the same ‘willow-herb’ colour as 
the room, and rubbed it down a bit to blend it in 
with the scheme. 

A willow heart above the bed adds more 
texture to the room. And of course, there’s a 
textile picture of a lovely old VW camper van 
like her dad’s (except this one is made from 
stitched scraps of old linen material to match 
the rooms colour palette).  Also shown is a little 
hand stitched pair of paper ballet shoes that 
were made based on the exact measurements 
of our little client’s feet.  A lovely addition to her 
bedroom and a personal treasure for her parents 
to keep as a memento.  
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All hand made 
products at Hausstylish 
are available as part 
of a room styling 
package. Prices start 
at $350 for a complete 
room design including 
a beautiful inspiration 
board and product 
recommendations.
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The bedroom is painted in ‘willow herb’ which 
is a very soft pale green.  On her book case 
is a pretty green antiqued bird cage and a 
collection of vintage children’s story books from 
her Dad’s childhood.   

All the products purchased for our tiny client 
were individually sourced just for her, and we 
created the handmade textile pictures and 
hand stitched toy and sock basket tags just for 
her.  All the special details make this a lovely 
serene bedroom for a special little girl. 

For further details see our website at 
www.Hausstylish.blogspot.com or our 
Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/pages/HausStylish-Interior-
Design-and-Styling/127653530643778?

www.Hausstylish.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/HausStylish-Interior-Design-and-Styling/127653530643778?
http://www.facebook.com/pages/HausStylish-Interior-Design-and-Styling/127653530643778?
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http://www.littletootcreations.com.au
http://www.purely4kids.com.au
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little
wardrobe

we are spoilt for choice when it comes to 
handmade children’s clothing in australia!  

Handmade childrens clothing labels, 
Little Toot Creations and Possum & Banjo 

share their favourite ‘must-haves’ 
for a stylish spring wardrobe!
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girls
wardrobe

by Little Toot Creations

Lollypop shorts 
from $22 (available 0-8)

Swing tops 
from $26 (available 0-8)

Kirei na hana skirt
from $30 (available 0-8)

www.littletootcreations.com.au

http://www.littletootcreations.com.au
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boys
wardrobe
by Possum & Banjo

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:

Shorts - Retro Hot Rods
$29.95 (available 1-4)

Shorts - Classic Cars
$29.95 (available 1-4)

Shorts - Vintage Trucks
$29.95 (available 1-4)

www.possumandbanjo.bigcartel.com

http://www.possumandbanjo.bigcartel.com
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  take the road less travelled this spring...  designed and
 h

an
dm

ad
e 

in 
aus

tra
lia, possum & banjo will take your boys on an adventure...www.possumandbanjo.bigcartel.com

www.facebook.com/possumbanjo

stockists:
www.purely4kids.com.au

http://www.possumandbanjo.bigcartel.com
www.facebook.com/possumbanjo
www.purely4kids.com.au 
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outdoor play
the spring sunshine beckons us outdoors 
to play and imagine...
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Bold Red Stripe Tee Pee $165
www.bananajcreations.com.au | www.facebook.com/bananajcreations

www.bananajcreations.com.au
www.facebook.com/bananajcreations
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WORDS THETIS SARDO - LITTLE SOOTI | PHOTOGRAPHY LAURA CIOCCIA

vintage 
little red 
riding hood
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if you go out 
in the woods 
today... 
The weather was wintery and 

hurdles seemed to appear from 

everywhere. It would have been 

easy to scrap our plans for an 

outdoor photo shoot – this Little 

Red Riding Hood did not want to 

go out in the woods that day! But 

we soldiered on through the rain 

and freezing conditions, me and 

my fearless crew Laura, Virginia, 

Juli, a helping husband and of 

course our gorgeous Little Red 

Riding Hood... 

WORDS THETIS SARDO - LITTLE SOOTI | PHOTOGRAPHY LAURA CIOCCIA
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...and so the set up began. 
The rain fell, our beautiful props were soon 
drenched, but still we continued. mother 
nature seemed to be having a great laugh 
at our expense, throwing everything she 
could think of our way!

With the majority of the table styled and 
ready to go, it was time to introduce the 
cake and desserts that Juli of One Sweet Girl 
had lovingly created for the shoot. These 
gourmet beauties were extremely delicate 
and subject to ruin if they got wet. We 
carefully shielded the cakes from the rain 
until the very last minute, and then with the 
helping hand from an umbrella or two we 
were almost ready.
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Our photographer for the day was 
Laura of Laura Cioccia Photography, a 
professional and positive influence who 
made taking photos in the pouring rain 
look effortless. The moment the lens cap 
was removed the weather hit an all-time 
low, the rain falling harder than it had 
all day. With one side of the table wet 
through and the other side relatively dry, 
the images just didn’t look right. What to 
do? It was time for rapid improvisation, 
and there was only one thing to do. Wet 
the whole table!! Who knew that it would 
create an even richer ‘woodsy’ feel?!

It was time for rapid improvisation, and 
there was only one thing to do...
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Our vintage Little Red Riding Hood dessert 
table was enriched by the bleak conditions 
in the ‘deep dark woods’ of Mount 
Macedon. The vibrant reds and crimsons 
leapt from the table, tempered by the mossy 
green hues that harmonised beautifully. The 
result was even better than I had imagined – 
yippee!

Little Red Riding Hood joined the party 
dressed in a stunning cape by the talented 
Natalie of Petite Bijou. Holding a gorgeous 
flower bouquet from The Bouquets of Ascha 
Jolie, and a wooden boxed basket filled with 
red apples she was ready to take a walk 
through the woods and visit grandma.

The vibrant reds and crimsons leapt 
from the table, tempered by the mossy 
green hues that harmonised beautifully
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The inclement conditions prevented us from 
capturing some of what I had planned for 
this inspiration shoot, but I learnt so much 
on the day. It was a timely reminder that 
not everything goes to plan in event styling 
– and in life. It was also a reminder that 
perseverance and a positive attitude will 
take you a long way when faced with a 
challenge. I am extremely proud that we 
didn’t take the easy way out and gallop to 
the nearest café for a hot chocolate. I am 
glad that we chose to take the somewhat 
soggier road less travelled. 

What a pleasure to have worked with 
a group of such talented and creative 
people. Together they brought my vision for 
this inspiration into a reality. I hope you find 
the inspiration to create your own Little Red 
Riding Hood or Woodland party, but I also 
hope you’ll be inspired to be brave, be a 
little daring, and (of course) be prepared for, 
and embrace, the unexpected. 

It was also a reminder that perseverance and 
a positive attitude will take you a long way 

when faced with a challenge



tickletheimagination.com.au 109



110 tickletheimagination.com.au

click here 
to view a 

video of the 
photoshoot

http://www.vimeo.com/27644478/
http://www.vimeo.com/27644478/
http://www.vimeo.com/27644478/
http://www.vimeo.com/27644478/
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CONCEPT, DESIGN & STYLING
Thetis – Little Sooti Events  | (www.littlesooti.com.au)

PHOTOGRAPHY
Laura  -  Laura Cioccia Photography  | (www.lauraciocciaphotography.com)

CAKES & DESSERTS
Juli – One Sweet Girl  | (www.onesweetgirl.com.au)

FLORAL DESIGN
Virginia - The Bouquets of Ascha Jolie  | (www.aschajolie.com.au)

BUNTING & LLRH CAPE 
Natalie – Petite Bijou  | (www.petitebijou.com.au)

INVITATION & PRINTABLES
Mitchell & Dent  | (www.mitchellanddent.com.au)

LRRH FELT PLAYSET CREATIONS
Jane – Sweet Tashie  | (www.etsy.com/shop/SweetTashie)

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD  Chloe Tregurtha

LOCATION  Mount Macedon

contributors

www.littlesooti.com.au
www.lauraciocciaphotography.com
www.onesweetgirl.com.au
www.aschajolie.com.au
www.petitebijou.com.au
www.mitchellanddent.com.au
www.etsy.com/shop/SweetTashie
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Hi, I’m Natalie, 
a Mum of 
two young 
children, with 
a real passion 
for beautiful 
interiors! In a 
previous life, 
I designed and created bridal 
couture, and from there, my 
love of exquisite fabrics & design 
led me to create a company 
dedicated to beautiful children’s 
furnishings & accessories; ‘Petit 
Bijou’.

I’m hoping that my instructions 
will be easy for you all to follow 
for this vintage-style ‘Red Riding 
Hood cape…my vision of Red 
Riding Hood is one of a sweet girl 
in a rich, full, cape that has such 
a warmth to it. With this in mind, 
I’ve chosen to use velvet as the 
fabric of choice.

I’ve just adored making this, and 
I hope you will too!!! 

Natalie

Before you begin, you’ll need to measure your sweet little 
person for whom the cape is for. Measure from the base of 

the neck to the finished length you would like the cape to be. 
Then measure around the neckline to the centre front. You will 
be able to see this in figure 1.

You will need: 
(PLEASE NOTE: my cape was made for a 10yr old, so you may 
need less fabric)

•	 2.2 mtrs Red Cotton Velveteen (you can find this at 
Spotlight) *please note this is NOT stretchy*

•	 2.2 mtrs Red Taffeta lining
•	 1mtr of 15mm Satin Ribbon
•	 Thread
•	 Tracing Vilene ( for your semi-circle pattern)
•	 Tape measure
•	 Fabric marker/pencil
•	 Scissors
•	 Pins
•	 Sewing machine
•	 Large flat surface

1Calculating and cutting your semi circle
After you have measured 

your child, you need to use 
the following formula to create 
your semi circle: Radius = 2 x 
Neck Measurement ÷ 6.2832
I use a soft tape measure to 
get the semi-circle onto the 
vilene. See the white text in 
figure 1. Start at the centreline 
and measure out to the radius 
you just calculated to mark out 
the half circle. FIGURE 1

{ }red riding hood cape
create a

tutorial by Natalie of Petite Bijou

http://www.petitebijou.com.au
http://www.petitebijou.com.au
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FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3

2Hood Pattern
Use one of your child’s Hoodies, and measure 

the seam where the hood joins the neckline.....
this needs to be the same as the measurement 
you measured around your Childs neck. So you 
may need to increase/decrease to match. For 
the height of the hood, you want to create that 
draped look, so add 11.5cm at base of hood. 
Make pattern on your Vilene!

3Layout and cutting
Lay your Velvet straight on flat surface making 

sure no wrinkles, then overlay the Taffeta lining 
on top ( do not lay this on the bottom as will slip 
and slide away) make sure that the selvedges are 
even. If you don’t feel confident cutting two layers 
together just cut these separate. (You must make 
sure that if you cut them separately, that you cut 
both accurately). 

Lay your semi circle with straight edges parallel to 
the selvedge, pin all layers together. 

The Hood you need to cut two of each fabric and 
they must be parallel to selvedge too. See Fig. 3&4.

FIGURE 4

FIGURE 5

4Sewing
Pin the two velvet hoods together on 

centre back seam, and do the same with the 
Taffeta hoods too. Sew then press seams to one 
direction

5Hood to Cape
Notch the centre of neckline on cape, 

then match centre back seam of hood to this 
notch and pin. Repeat and do the same with 
the lining. Then press seam down towards cape 
bottom on both layers. See figure 6
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FIGURE 6

6Joining lining and Velvet capes together
Cut your ribbon into half then pin at the seam where 

the hood joins the cape. Make sure it’s the velvet layer on 
each side, then stitch to secure with the machine. Please 
note the ribbon needs to be facing/right side to right side 
of velvet as we will be stitching lining on in a moment.

Pin lining and Velvet layers together on the centre front 
edge all the way around hood till you get back down to 
the other end of cape Centre front.

Now Stitch the two together. 

TIP: make sure you hold layers securely together as lining 
will slip away. (Your seam allowance is 1.5cm)

7Under Stitch (this is to stop lining rolling out)
Opening out the two layers that you’ve just 

sewn, Stitch seam allowance folded/pressed 
towards lining then stitch close to the seam 
edge. Then press!

8Bottom edge of cape
Turn so right sides are facing each other. 

Pin bottom edge leaving about a 15cm 
opening in about the centre of hem. Sew from 
each edge till you reach your opening, back 
tack each time. Make sure again that you hold 
both layers tight, so they don’t slip from each 
other. Seam allowance is 1.5cm

9Turning cape out
Very carefully and slowly start turning the 

cape out through the opening you left. Once 
all right side out, have a look make sure all 
okay then hand sew the opening closed.

10Press
Carefully press the cape especially on 

the bottom edge and then admire your lovely 
work!!!
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http://www.littlesooti.com.au
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http://www.lauraciocciaphotography.com
http://www.onesweetgirl.com.au
http://www.littlesooti.com.au
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As you enter the woods,
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Fabrics featured are all designed and handprinted on certified organic cotton, 
in Australia, by Bird Textiles. Available at www.birdtextile.com

As you enter the woods,

the leaves of the eucalypt trees rustle softly.

www.birdtextile.com
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The peace and healing spirit permeates 
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Fabrics featured are all designed and handprinted on certified organic cotton, 
in Australia, by Bird Textiles. Available at www.birdtextile.com

The peace and healing spirit permeates 

www.birdtextile.com
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the mist and your heart feels lighter, 
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Fabrics featured are all designed and handprinted on certified organic cotton, 
in Australia, by Bird Textiles. Available at www.birdtextile.com

the mist and your heart feels lighter, 

www.birdtextile.com
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your weariness falls away with each step you take.
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Fabrics featured are all designed and handprinted on certified organic cotton, 
in Australia, by Bird Textiles. Available at www.birdtextile.com

your weariness falls away with each step you take.

www.birdtextile.com
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woodland tea party
WORDS RENEE - LA PETITE PRINCESSE | PHOTOGRAPHY KIRSTEN - LITTLE RASCALS PHOTOGRAPHY
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woodland tea party
WORDS RENEE - LA PETITE PRINCESSE | PHOTOGRAPHY KIRSTEN - LITTLE RASCALS PHOTOGRAPHY
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two roads diverged, here in their woods… 

And we travelled them both and then travelled 
them again. Oh what fun it was!

No rules. 
No boundaries. 
No competition

One day maybe we might look at these paths in a 
different light

One day maybe…these paths will need us to 
choose

One day maybe…

For now though it is just about us.
For now it is just… fun. Carefree. Innocent. Living 

with a zest for life.
Just as it should always be.

Shall we travel here again… oh yes indeed, for this 
road leads to something too beautiful for it to not 
be rediscovered over and over again. Our only 

hope is that when we do return, we remember this 
time when life was simple.

And that will make all the difference. 

- Renee - La Petite Princesse -
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I love things old, I always have.. I love old 
sewing machines, have an amazing collection 
of glass lanterns and love the look of rusty old 
scales... My house is full of old quirky things (dust 
collectors as my husband calls them) but I have 
always loved the charm of things old, things with 
a story, makes a home not a house... 

So I started collecting old things, and had this 
thought I wanted to create a tea party for my 
little girl and her best little friend.. 

I set off making their little dresses which is a very 
simple New Look 6882 pattern - I made a few 
changes by adding some long sleeves, flaring 
the bottom of the dress and slightly changing 
the neck line... but really pretty simple (and I 
have a great sewing teacher who did most of 
it!!!)

Setting up is really simple I used the timber 
bench chair from our outdoor setting so it 
would be at the kids height for their buffet table 
of yumminess... And also used a little white 
round table and chairs that belonged to my 
daughter... 

Covered with a beautiful crochet table cloth my 
mum picked up for me, we set to work with out 
collection of beautiful things mainly which came 
from Sweet Little Birdie... You can collect all sorts 
of great items for your own buffet table ~ Old 
cups and sources from your nan’s cupboard she 
might not use, second hand stores, lots of places 
you just need to use your imagination and think 
I could use this for that, add a little ribbon, string 
of pearls, doily to it and you would be surprised 
at how something can change.... 

how our little vintage tea party came around 
                                         and how to create your own...
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For us we wanted to show case the beautiful 
gift wares from Sweet little birdie and wanted 
to also show off the yummy designs from La 
Petite Princesse, So as well as using Tara’s Sweet 
Little Birdy products for the kids yummy treats I 
also wanted to incorporate Renee’s La Petite 
Princesse products. The girls had fun changing 
hair clips and headbands, twirling ribbons wands 
from Pinwheels and Pearls, the sun was shining 
and the afternoon was amazing... 

You can create your own magical tea party as 
well, simple planning is the key, have a vision of 
what you want, that’s what I did, and start from 
there.. Plan your outfits, and what you want on 
the buffet table... 

Collect lots of quirky little things to display 
your food, or see the beautiful designs Sweet 
Little Birdy offer... Check out other websites, 
blogs, magazine cut outs.. Things that give you 
inspirations and then turn them into your own 
creation... 

Our vintage effect was not only given from our 
dresses and set up but also when editing the 
images I applied a vintage effect to my images. 

My next little thought... I want to photograph 
my daughter in her sweet little fairy tea pee she 
has reading stories with her best friend Tilly and 
capturing the innocence of their childhood, 
friendship and giggles they have created....

contributors
Kirsten ~ Little Rascals Photography - our very talented photographer

Renee ~ La Petite Princesse - Hair Accessories and Article Submittor

Tara ~ Sweet Little Birdy - Divine treats and displays

Kate ~ Pinwheels and Pearls - Beautiful Ribbon Wands

http://www.littlerascalsphotography.com.au
http://www.lapetiteprincesse.com.au/
http://sweetlittlebirdy.com.au/
http://www.madeit.com.au/PinwheelsandPearls
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http://www.littlerascalsphotography.com.au
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secret
   squirrel

1 cheeky squirrel wall hook, 
by cocoon couture, rrp $89.00

2 Made from soft cotton jersey, this dress 
has crossed straps for easy wear, elastic 

across the back and exclusive print of 
squirrel on the front piece of the dress. 
Available in sizes 2-3 to 5-6 from selected 
stockists.  RRP $49.95. www.mooce.com.au

3 handmade squirrel greeting card,
by cards to keep

4 cheeky squirrel bookends, 
by cocoon couture, rrp $69.95

1

2

3 4

https://www.cocooncouture.com/
www.mooce.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cards-to-KEEP/152999244766358#!
https://www.cocooncouture.com/
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AVAILABLE
NOVEMBER 1

•	 HANDMADE GIFT GUIDE
•	 GORGEOUS GIFT WRAPPING & 

DECORATING IDEAS
•	 CREATE YOUR OWN GIFTS & 

DECORATIONS 
•	 MARKET DIRECTORY FOR LAST 

MINUTE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING  
•	 FUN, CRAFTS & CHRISTMAS 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE KIDS  
•	 YUMMY CHRISTMAS RECIPES

LIMITED ADVERTISING SPACE STILL AVAILABLE FROM JUST $25!
email advertise@tickletheimagination.com.au for details

mailto:advertise%40tickletheimagination.com.au?subject=
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http://www.kellymunce.com.au
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owl original

THIS PAGE – Kitchen Owl #8, ‘Dainty’, 6cm body 
OPPOSITE – Robyn at Rose Street Artists’ Market putting the finishing touches on Kitchen Owl #214, ‘Wheels’
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“

owl original
Robyn Stewardson of Focus on Art™ shares her story and the 
inspiration behind her gorgeous assemblage sculpture owls.

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY ROBYN STEWARDSON

meet Robyn…
I’ve survived working in office admin, the 
graphic design industry and being a mother 
of young children (thus far, at least!) but have 
always had a creative side. Over the years 
various crafty pursuits – anything from traditional 
knitting and sewing to leadlighting and cold 
glass – have kept the creative juices flowing but 
a long term interest in large, metal sculpture has 
begun as wire-combined assemblage sculpture.  
Photography has always been there in the 
background and took a more serious turn once 
I purchased a macro lens about 6 years ago – 
I love details. 

I mostly make metal, assemblage sculpture owls 
from everyday items but have been known 
to also make elephants, butterflies and other 
creatures. My pieces are intended as artworks 
for interior or exterior decoration and, although 
they are also striking as individual pieces, work 
most effectively in groupings of 3 or 5. The 
benefit of an exterior position is the continuing 
development of the metal due to the elements: 
some parts will rust and become speckled or 
completely orange or rust coloured and others 
will retain their shine.

The reaction my owls get 
is either ‘no reaction’ or 

‘WOW: they are amazing!’ 
They are striking and 

each one is a completely 
individual, handmade, 

one-off work of art.
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“
inspiration…
The idea of found object sculpture had been 
floating around in my head for a while due to 
various fabulous artists here in Australia and 
around the globe (particularly Jean Tinguely, 
renowned Swiss sculptor, and American, Brian 
Marshall found object sculptor).

how it all began… 
My children’s school was preparing an art show 
and made requests for donations to auction 
off. I decided that if I didn’t make use of the 
opportunity to make something, and see how 
my work would be received by the public, then 
I probably would never ‘have a go’. I had 
started to collect various bits from op shops 
and garage sales and in fiddling with them put 
together my first owl using a stainless steel tooth 
brush holder lid, washers and springs.

other creative passions…
Macro photography is my other main interest 
and I sell a range of photographic images in 
the form of high quality, blank art cards, framed 
and unframed prints, and, at the right time of 
year, calendars. My ‘Kitchen Owls’ calendar, 
featuring two owls per month and loads of 
space for planning, was a huge hit last year so 
I’ll  definitely be producing one for 2012 around 
October this year.

A year or so ago, when my daughter started 
learning, I started playing piano again after a 
break of about 15 years. I love singing along as 
I play anything from Billy Joel to Schubert.   

It’s not something I do often but every now 
and then I get out the sewing machine and 
enjoy making things. As a mother there are 
always crafty things that I do with the kids with 
all manner of junk (a la Play School and Mister 
Maker) and I love making unique, themed 
birthday cakes twice a year.

tools + materials…
I can’t work without my trusty flat-nosed and 
pointy-nosed pliers, hammer and block of wood. 
As far as materials go, apart from various gauges 
of wire, it all depends on my imagination and 
what I can find. 

A gleaner (a more PC form of the word 
scrounger) from way back I love repurposing 
things and source my materials from op shops, 
garage sales, trash and treasure markets and 
the side of the road. I use metal objects as a 
preference and anything round (as long as it 
has a pair) for eyes, oval, round or diamond 
shapes for bodies, springs for claws and a stick 
for a perch. Picking up, inspecting and keeping 
or discarding sticks in a park brings with it any 
number of strange looks but they have to be 
just right: interesting, not too bumpy and not 
recently broken off. That’s not fussy, is it? Just 
particular. 

An engraver to permanently mark each piece 
with his/her name, Kitchen Owl number, my 
signature and the year. 
Oh, and of course, my camera to photograph 
the final product as a keepsake – each piece is 

I source my materials from op shops, garage sales, 
trash & treasure markets and the side of the road…
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TOP LEFT – Kitchen Owl #271, ‘Faithful?’ 
TOP RIGHT – Kitchen Owl #81, ‘Starstruck’ 

BOTTOM – Kitchen Owl #266, ‘Frank’



142 tickletheimagination.com.au

lessons learned…

A common error of found object 
artists, according to a Craft Victoria 
advisor I spoke with, is initially to 
under-price their products, omitting 
to take into account the costs 
associated with collecting those 
objects used to create their initial 
pieces. Then, once that initial store 
of found objects is depleted, it’s a 
rude awakening to have to take 
time away from creating to drive 
around sourcing more materials. 
It’s not as easy as just phoning or 
emailing an order to your supplier.TOP – Kitchen Owl #32, ‘Bashful’

BOTTOM – Kitchen Owl #123, ‘Mechanic-owl’
OPPOSITE PAGE – Kitchen Owl #30, ‘Queenie’
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“Don’t ever take offence as there WILL be someone out 
there who will take you on – we all have different tastes.

which is, more often than not, late at night with 
the various owl features spread out around me 
constructing or putting together ‘kits’ to make 
while at the kids’ swimming or keyboard lessons. 
Not quite as easy as taking knitting along but it’s 
a great way of spreading the word!!

secrets of success…
If you don’t give it a go you will never know.
Don’t give up. If you have created something 
that gets a great response, try anything and 
everything to get it to work. Take up every 
opportunity to spread the word about your 
products – the more people that know about 
them, the more chance you have of getting 
your products sold. Oh, and don’t be afraid to 
door knock at relevant potential stockists. They 
can only say ‘no’. Don’t ever take offence as 
there will be someone out there who will take 
you on – we all have different tastes.

future plans…
To conquer the world. 
Okay, being sensible, perhaps just to have more 
stockists throughout Victoria and spreading 
into the other State capitals and adding more 
creatures to my repertoire.

YOU CAN FIND FOCUS ON ART™ AT:
http://attwentyfour.blogspot.com
www.facebook.com/FocusOnArt
List of stockists can be found at –
http://attwentyfour.blogspot.com/p/stockists.html

hard to part with – as well as for calendar and 
card images. My husband is also vital to the 
process as he’s the No.1 wordsmith in the house 
and comes up with many of the brilliant (in my 
opinion) names which help to give my pieces 
their personality.

typical day at work…
Chaos, procrastination, interruption, distraction 
and some creation! My full time job is being 
a parent. ‘Me time’ comes after that’s over 

http://attwentyfour.blogspot.com/ 
www.facebook.com/FocusOnArt
http://attwentyfour.blogspot.com/p/stockists.html
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http://www.bymarienicole.com
http://www.littleindigo.com.au
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Foxes of Fancy is a boutique and working studio located in the Glyde 
Street Precinct, Mosman Park. Proudly showcasing high end, stylish, 

unique and earth friendly products deisgned and handmade in 
Australia. We are easily accessible by train (Mosman Park Station) 

and have plenty of customer parking at the rear of the shop. 
 

Come by to say hi, meet our designers and browse our beautiful 
handmade products. We look forward to meeting you. 

 
616 Stirling Highway, Mosman Park, WA 6012 

www.foxesoffancy.com 
www.facebook.com/foxesoffancy 

	  

http://www.foxesoffancy.com
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Winter for me is all about soaking up the 
warmth of the sun’s rays with a coffee and a 
cookie, eating a slow simmered casserole by 
the fire at night accompanied by a glass of 
a full bodied shiraz. In summer it’s fresh salads, Thai, a 
crisp glass of sauvignon blanc and fresh fruit enjoyed on the 
verandah while watching the sun go down. What does this 
have to do with sustainable and seasonal crafting you’re 
thinking? I believe it has a lot to do with it actually.

‘Sustainability’... the buzz word of the  moment in agriculture, 
business practices and the impact of lifestyle choices on our 
environment. By working with natural systems in agricultural 
practices they not only run more efficiently but also lower 
the need to rectify or artificially replace nutrients lost, spray 
chemicals to rid an over abundance of unwanted pests... 
if there is balance in an ecosystem then the natural order 
of things keeps it in balance. Rotational planting is a great 
example of this, growing broad beans in Winter, tomatoes 
in Summer, the nutrients put back into the soil by the broad 
beans add to the productivity of the tomatoes planted in 
that same plot in the next season. 

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARIE-NICOLE

sustainable crafting... 
       seasonal crafting
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So why not apply these principles of 
sustainability to micro business, particularly in 
the area of crafting... looking beyond merely 
the choice of the materials we use, but also 
in how we sustain our own health and well 
being by stimulating our creative juices with 
activities that fit with the season.

When I started my current business I did so with the intention 
of growing it organically, in accordance with our family’s 
growth and goals, and doing what is achievable within the 
constraints of our family’s financial and physical condition 
rather than pushing to achieve lofty expectations regardless 
of the impact on our family. Our recent tree change to the 
cool climate of the Southern Tablelands where there are 
distinct seasons has made me think about the concept of 
‘Seasonal Crafting’ even more. 

In the midst of the bone chilling winter here, I found my usual 
crafting activities of screen printing and repurposing furniture 
a rather icy experience so instead turned to knitting, writing, 
planning and preparing for future growth on top of creating 
a new collection. Of course to be sustainable one must 
sell as well as create so the next step is to get these new 
creations out into the market place in a time frame that also 
works in with the season.
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Globalisation has changed the way we 
trade. These days there is so much emphasis 
on producing lots for as little as possible and 
selling it as far and wide as possible, but I think 
the ancients had a better approach: small 
scale production, selling in your local market, 
everyone producing what they could with 
their skill set. A system where by you bake 
bread and I make candles, then we meet up 
once a week at the market place and trade. 

The change back to this has started, but I believe it needs 
to be nurtured and encouraged even more. We need to 
take more pride in what our local community produces and 
support one another.

It is our goal as a family to live more sustainably in more ways 
than just our use of resources and food supply. Likewise, in 
my micro business as an artist and designer I am working 
on diversifying my production, utilising the broad range of 
skills and interests that I have and selling my brand under 
a blanket concept of practicing sustainably in my use of 
material, production processes and practices. Creating 
products in accordance with the seasons which I believe 
will give greater balance to my business and our family’s 
‘ecosystem’.

IN MARIE-NICOLE’S FIRST LIFE AS A PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER SHE STRIVED TO CAPTURE THE BEAUTY OF LIVING 
THROUGH HER LENS, BUT THESE DAYS THIS MOTHER OF TWO WITH A PASSION FOR SUSTAINABILITY FOCUSES 
ON HANDCRAFTING BEAUTIFUL PRODUCTS FOR OTHERS TO ENJOY AMIDST THEIR EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES. 
FROM HAND PRINTING HER TEXTILE DESIGNS ONTO PREMIUM QUALITY LINEN TO BE USED FOR A RANGE OF 
HOMEWARES AND ACCESSORIES TO REVIVING OLD FURNITURE DESTINED FOR THE RUBBISH PILE, REPURPOSING 
THEM TO CREATE FUNCTIONAL WORKS OF ART FOR EVERYDAY LIVING THAT CAN BE ENJOYED FOR A LIFETIME. 
www.bymarienicole.com

www.bymarienicole.com
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From the elegantly 
understated to the striking 
statement headpiece, the 
hand-made fascinators and 
hair accessories of Birdcage 
and Bloom are inspired by 
the feminine!

The designer, Di Reeves, 
combines luxury fabrics 
and embellishments with 
traditional millinery supplies, 
to create beautiful, 
wearable works of art.  Her 
particular love are the 
namesakes of her business, 
The Birdcage Veil and the 
hand-crafted Bloom.

Her products include bridal 
accessories, fascinators for 
racewear or occasional 
wear and unique hairclips 
and bands for everyday 
wear.  Di also offers a 
bespoke service for one-off 
custom-designed pieces 
created in consultation with 
the client.

www.birdcageandbloom.com.au

Race season...

www.birdcageandbloom.com.au
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Superstars such as Lady Gaga 
and Rhianna, and of course 
Princess Kate, are only helping 
the millinery cause…to promote 
the wearing of headwear for 
everyone. Word is that this 
spring/summer will be filled 
with fabulous prints, explosive 
colours and trading the Trilby 
for the floppy-brimmed Fedora. 

And, with the Spring Racing 
Carnival heading our way, 
many ladies will be seeking 
to purchase a headpiece to 
accessorize or ‘make’ their 
outfit.  

DI OF BIRDCAGE AND BLOOM OFFERS SOME FABULOUS ADVICE 
FOR CHOOSING THE PERFECT HEADPIECE THIS RACE SEASON

Over the past few years, headwear has made a comeback.  
From the flapper-inspired to the oversized nude flowers of last 
spring racing carnival, men and women alike are sporting 
Trilby’s, Panamas and Fedoras in their daily fashion. 

So….how to wear headwear?  

In short, my opinion is whichever 
way looks best on you, with 
your hairstyle, features, and 
your outfit. Traditionally hats 
and fascinators were worn on 
the right hand side of a lady’s 
head as her beau would be on 
her left.  These days however, 
anything goes! Part of the 
challenge when constructing a 
headpiece is the attachment 
and many fascinators will be 
designed and constructed 
with a position in mind. Speak 
with your milliner for guidance 
on placing your fascinator 

to embrace the flow of the 
design, or go by the pictures 
when purchasing online. 

Generally, fascinators tend to 
look good when worn slightly 
off-centre, to the side of your 
hair-parting and towards the 
front of your head, although 
some do look fantastic 
attached at the back! 

I come across many ladies 
who are hesitant and shy 
when it comes to purchasing 
a fascinator, usually because 
they havn’t worn one before 
and are unsure ‘how it goes’ or 
if ‘it will fall out’.  

Race season...
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colour   
I advocate purchasing your fascinator first and 
matching your dress, handbag and shoes to your 
headpiece.  Many would disagree with me, as a 
fascinator is generally classed as an accessory but my 
(very biased!) opinion is that a headpiece that you 
really love is harder to come by, very unique and a 
big statement on your outfit. There is an abundance of 
fabulous fashion designers, and dresses but less-so in the 
headwear arena, particularly in Queensland.  However, 
the majority of clients will already have a dress in mind 
or will wait until after they have found that perfect dress 
before purchasing a fascinator.  There are no hard and 
fast rules when it comes to matching your headpiece to 
your dress, but I tend to find that if your dress is one plain 
block colour, you can get away with a colourful, large 
or very striking headpiece. For heavily printed/patterned 
fabrics, choose one stand-out colour from the print and 
match your headpiece and shoes to this colour. 

attachment 
Headpieces are generally attached 
using headbands, cocktail elastic, 
combs, or alligator clips and often 
with the invisible assistance of 
bobby pins.  Many women are 
unsure how to use the combs, and 
yet these are often the best way to 
get your headpiece to stay secure 
all day.  To attach, brush/comb your 
hair back over your crown, spray 
with hairspray and also spray the 
comb, hold you hair down with one 
hand and with the other push the 
comb through your hair towards the 
front of your head (comb prongs 
towards forehead).  Ensure you 
practice this before your event, 
a few goes and you will get it.  
Alternatively, ask your hairdresser if 
they will place it for you on the day. 

Things to consider when looking 
                   to purchase a fascinator include... 

“don’t be afraid to try it on! Ask your retail assistant, milliner, and/or 
designer for help, ask which way the piece was designed to be worn 
and give it a go, you know what looks best on you!”DI REEVES
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hairstyle 
think about how you would like to wear your hair on the 
day, usually a simple do is sufficient when wearing a 
fascinator, either down or in a low ponytail.  Consider this 
when choosing your attachment also, especially for brides. 
Also take into consideration your face shape and head size 
as this may impact how large/low  you wear your piece. 

event 
ensure that your headpiece is 
relevant/appropriate for your 
event and your personality. 

Things to consider when looking 
                   to purchase a fascinator include... 

“don’t be afraid to try it on! Ask your retail assistant, milliner, and/or 
designer for help, ask which way the piece was designed to be worn 
and give it a go, you know what looks best on you!”DI REEVES
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www.aschajolie.com.au

http://www.billycartmarkets.com.au
http://www.aschajolie.com.au
http://www.sweetlittlebirdy.com.au
http://www.aschajolie.com.au
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http://www.fairyflossmarkets.com.au
http://www.fairyflossmarkets.blogspot.com
mailto:info%40fairyflossmarkets.com.au?subject=
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the concept is this…
 
•	 Artists can rent out a glass cube, 2D partition, wall 

space, shelves or clothes rack for a 3 month period 
but can change their stock over regularly

•	 Rents start @ $21.00 per week and are paid monthly; 
we then pay the artist monthly for what has sold in 
the store

•	 The artist benefits from the retail selling price they set 
as they pocket 100%, we take no commission!

•	 Insurance etc is all included in the rental price, just 
GST is extra and an enrolment fee

•	 The onus is on the artist to fill and decorate that 
space. This principle supports my belief around self 
responsibility and creates a challenge for the artists 
to keep their space happy and varied

•	 We have purpose built real time software, which all 
the artists can log into and edit their stock info, see 
sales, print invoices from etc.

•	 We each have up to 90 participants working in 
every medium from: glass to textiles, clay to 2D 
prints, metal to home made skin care.

in.cube8r
isy had a dream…and in.cube8r was born!

WORDS ISY GALEY PHOTOGRAPHY   MIKAEL MORGAN & LUCY  MORRIS
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It’s been an accumulative 
journey, I was part of a small 
central Auckland co-op called 
The Fish Tank in 1990. 

We were 4 young women 
in our early 20’s taking turns 
running the shop downstairs 
and painting our stock upstairs. 
We mainly made hand painted 
t-shirts and bags.

I’ve always 
made things and 
taken part in 
many craft and 
art courses.

importantly: where to begin 
and how to break it down. 
Without them I would not have 
had the courage or the know-
how of starting a business and 
I can’t speak highly enough 
of them. They also gave 
me a mentor, who followed 
the progress of my business 
throughout the whole first year, 
and it’s all free!

NEIS helped me put together a 
50 page business plan through 
which I got taken seriously and 
received funding. Part of the 
course was also to conduct 
100 market research surveys, 
so I had a fair idea that the 
concept might work. I went 

I went to Monash in 2000 to 
follow my love of fine art and 
completed an applied arts 
degree with a glass blowing 
major. I followed this with a Dip 
Ed in secondary arts teaching. 
This helped me in terms of 
structure and organization. 

In 2007, I saw a flyer for NEIS 
(New Enterprise Incentive 
Scheme), NEIS is a program 
for unemployed people with a 
viable business idea. 

They run an intensive 5 week 
program, which covers 
everything from business 
taxation to signing a lease, 
employing staff and most 

how it all began… 
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“
i’m always making something. 

i recently shared my journey 
on our blog, http://www.

incube8r.com.au/2011/04/13/
what-i-do-by-isy-fitzroy/

and gave talks at some of the local art schools 
and my old uni along with the surveys.

On July 12, 2007 in.cube8r opened its doors to 
the public with 9 cube holders.

I think I got close to barred from Etsy and other 
craft websites for ‘spamming’ people with a 
shop that didn’t exist!

I was amazed by the feedback and by people’s 
trust. My first cube holder sent a box of her 
beautiful silver jewellery from Tassie to someone 
whom she’d never met and to a shop that 
hadn’t even opened its doors.

I had to explain to every customer why the shop 
was so empty and that I was trying a different 
type of business model.

I lost 10 kilo’s in the weeks before and during 
opening. It felt like such a huge risk to take on 
something so different with no proven track 
record. It felt like jumping out of a plane without 
a chute.

If it hadn’t been for my partner taking the back 
half of the gallery and sharing the lease, I think I 
would have been too scared.

But the jump paid off and within 7 weeks we 
were full and have stayed that way ever since.

Also, about 60% of people who were with us 
from the beginning are still here, which speaks 
volumes to me about my intention for this space 
and the reality of what it has become.

about 60% of people who were with us from 
the beginning are still here, which speaks 

volumes to me about my intention for this space 
and the reality of what it has become.

http://www.incube8r.com.au/2011/04/13/what-i-do-by-isy-fitzroy/
http://www.incube8r.com.au/2011/04/13/what-i-do-by-isy-fitzroy/
http://www.incube8r.com.au/2011/04/13/what-i-do-by-isy-fitzroy/
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typical day…

It’s different every 
day...I’m at home with 
paperwork 2-3 days a 
week and at the gallery 
3 days... before I get to 
work I have 8 animals to 
sort out for the day, then 
I drive 40 minutes down 
from the Dandenong 
Ranges into Fitzroy.

My main focus is 
serving customers and 
participants but the thing 
that I seem to spend the 
most time on is answering 
emails. 

...and very often I buy 
things for myself from 
in.cube8r :)

1    The main part of this dream was to create a space 
where artists didn’t have to pay any commission 
on their work and that the price would be of their 
choosing.

2 Secondly, to give the artists power over their display 
and location of display. When you take your work into 
a shop or gallery, usually there is no say in how it is 
displayed or next to whom.

3 Thirdly, to have an interactive space. Artists can come 
in, change their display, try new ideas/products and 
also be an active part of the gallery. Recently we had 
a lady spend the weekend spinning her wool on site 
and we’ve had a few people running workshops. I’m 
open to any suggestions.

4 Lastly, I wanted a non elitist space. I wanted anyone 
who made anything to have the freedom to display 
their wares in a public space.

there were  4 big parts to this 
dream which have been realized 
through in.cube8r…

I’ve started glass 
blowing again in the 
last year to attain more 
balance and re connect 
with the purpose of the 
dream... 
It’s the reason I started in.cube8r. When a 
project is really big it’s easy to drop what 
is most dear to you. I’ve realised just how 
important it is to always stay in touch with 
the essence of what it is that set the spark 
to begin with or burn out sets in.
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We have around 90 participants at each in.cube8r, so the 
selection is second to none on the one gallery floor. We 
carry everything from sculpture to prints to garments to 
accessories and beyond.

it’s a totally non-elitist approach, 
anyone can have a go. anyone who 
makes anything.
All we look for is that it’s not straight out component 
assembly, there has to be at least 50% handmade input and 
we keep it varied, so no 2 people working in the same way. 
Also we have a limit on how much jewellery we carry so 
sometimes people go onto the waiting list.

in.cube8r participants…

1

2 3

4 5 6

creations in cubes...
1. Toby E Designs

2. Jaslyn Art

3. Jackie Cooper 
Photography

4. Almond Tree Frames

5. Sakki Design

6. Road Worx

http://www.tobye.com.au
http://jaslynreaderart.blogspot.com/
http://jackiecooperphotography.com.au/
http://jackiecooperphotography.com.au/
http://almondtreeframes.com.au/
http://www.incube8r.com.au/artist/sakki-design/
http://www.incube8r.com.au/artist/roadworx/
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In terms of the market; at any regular gallery/
retail space artists have little to no say about 
where or how their independent handmade 
items are placed or whose work they are 
displayed next to and they have a commission 
taken against their work, we don’t. I wanted to 
give some power back.

At in.cube8r, not only do artists get to choose 
where their items are displayed (from 24/7 
window visibility to a basic $21.00 cube with GST) 
they also get to display everything themselves 
in their very own 40x40cm glass cubicle, or wall 
space (clothes rack, 2D board) exactly the way 
they want it to look!!

In terms of sales; customers love the concept, 
they come back for every birthday, anniversary, 
wedding, because they know that their gift 
can’t be found else where and that 100% of 
what they buy gets paid back to the creator.

lessons learned…
I learn something new every day! this has been 
HUGE, in fact, had anyone told me how huge I’d 
have been way too terrified to do it.

I came from a nanny/kinder/childcare 
background, I had zero business knowledge!
I have the Fitzroy in.cube8r, my 90 participants 
plus 3 franchisees and family and a farm!! 

I’m forever humbled and learning to practice 
gratitude daily.

networking & support…
NEIS got me started, like I said; I can’t 
recommend them highly enough. We have now 
been nominated for NEIS business of the year in 
different categories 4 years in a row.

I go to a lot of network events, business 
breakfasts, franchise and CEO meetings and I 
have a mentor. I’m also currently forming my 
own board.

what inspired in.cube8r…
In my last year at Monash we were asked to 
take our work around galleries. When I realised 
that in some cases up to 110% (including 
GST) would be taken on my pieces I thought, 
“there has to be a different way.” It grew a 
drive really, I saw a niche market and need 
for choice in the retail sector and I wanted to 
support handmade.

Commission, wholesale and consignment was 
all there was to choose from and lots of people 
can’t do markets for many different reasons.

At the time there was NOTHING else like it and 
we are still unique, we fill a massive gap in the 
market and it’s  HIGHLY viable to be a part of 
us.  

In terms of product; everything is handmade, 
one-off, unique and proudly Australian.
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future plans…
I franchised the concept last year, I was getting 
so many emails from all over Australia and 
NZ saying, “We need an in.cube8r in Perth, 
Sydney…”, Franchising seemed the perfect 
option.

I have my hands full, but I can share the love 
by creating a franchise package. We have 
refined it down to such a fine art, it’s as easy 
as plug-in-and-go with purpose built software 
which the artists can log into, anyone with good 
organizational skills, an appreciation for the arts 
can have their own in.cube8r.

We are looking for the ‘right’ people to represent 
us well and are currently looking to have one or 
two in every state.

Brisbane and Sydney are doing very well and we 
have a 4th in.cube8r setting up in Geelong.

We are looking for more people with a good 
business mind, great at organizing and an 
appreciation of all things handmade.

secrets of success
•	 NEVER give up
•	 always perfect
•	 pat yourself on the back often and 

surround yourself with pets and friends

You can find in.cube8r at...

fitzroy VIC
321 smith street, fitzroy
mosman NSW
shop 7, 3-5 myahgah mews, mosman
the valley QLD
368 brunswick street, fortitude valley

and opening October 12,
geelong VIC
127 Moorabool St, Geelong

www.incube8r.com.au

find support where you 
can, it’s important...

www.incube8r.com.au
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how it all began…
SCWAHMS is an idea that 
came to me after meeting 
and selling/buying from some 
lovely Local WAHM’s - after 
one such interaction I thought;  
“Wouldn’t it be great to get 
to know other WAHM’s in my 
area, and do my business 
with them? Save postage, 
network, and keep my money 
in our community?”  And then 
it dawned on me - what we 
needed was a place to get 
together to swap advice and 
information as well as products 
and services! It was then 
SCWAHMS was born!

With directory listings only 
available to local Sunshine 
Coast Work At Home Mum’s 
(and Dads!), SCWAHMS offers 
a unique environment where 
you can save time, money, and 
hopefully stress - by keeping 
things local as much as 
possible. It’s also a great one-
stop-shop for all things WAHM 
made, so a fantastic resource 
for those who reside elsewhere!

As a mother of 2 gorgeous girls, 
I am always looking for unique 
and locally made items and 
services - I’m a big believer 
in spending my money “at 
home”, and just adore all things 
handmade/homemade! I have 
my own little online (Facebook) 
store called “Piccolo Amico”

inspiration…
I am in total awe of all of the 
SCWAHMS I represent - each 
one of them are amazing!

other creative 
passions…
I quite enjoy writing, and 
incorporate this into my work 
with SCWAHMS where possible!
I am a big Facebook lover, and 
have used Yola.com to build 
my website (all by myself!)

typical day…
Work never stops! I make a 
big effort to reply to each 
and every email, Facebook 
post, and text/phone call 
as promptly as possible! This 
means I often work odd hours, 
and am found texting or 
emailing in the most bizarre 
circumstances, but also means 
that I don’t often have to play 
catch-up with my workload!

lessons learned…
Use a diary! It’s so important 
to schedule time! Not only for 
work, but family and YOU!

business & 
networking…
SCWAHMS of course! I can also 
recommend the Professional 
Parents group - they seem to 
be on a similar wavelength 
as SCWAHMS with regards to 
keeping work fun!

secrets to success…
You’ve got to love what you 
do! If you don’t enjoy your 
work, it may be worth think 
about why you do it!

future plans…
SCWAHMS is forever expanding, 
but at present, we’re working 
on getting the directory out 
there, and in use as much as 
possible!

business networking

SCWAHMS
SUNSHINE COAST WORK AT HOME MUM’S

WORDS ERIN LAW - OWNER/CREATOR OF SCWAHMS

SCWAHMS is place for Local WAHMS (and 
Dads!) to come and support each other, share 
advice, and hopefully between ourselves save 
some time and money on things we need!

For more information...
www.scwahms.com
www.scwahms.com/blog.php
www.facebook.com/scwahms

http://www.scwahms.com
www.scwahms.com/blog.php 
www.facebook.com/scwahms 
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The Red Balloon - candy artisans are 
specialists in candy for all occasions. 
Birthdays, weddings, corporate and 
seasonal events.
Over 30 unique Artisan styled candies 
on offer, from lollipops, ‘Happy Birthday’ 
candy to our ever popular ‘Jungle Mix’. 

Find us on facebook @ http://www.facebook.
com/THEREDBALLOONCANDYARTISANS

http://www.ethikl.com
http://www.pompomrouge.com
http://www.facebook.com/THEREDBALLOONCANDYARTISANS
http://www.facebook.com/THEREDBALLOONCANDYARTISANS
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SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 3

Eumundi, QLD Eumundi Markets www.eumundimarkets.com.au

Newcastle, NSW The Olive Tree Market www.theolivetreemarket.com.au

Red Hill, VIC Red Hill Community Market www.craftmarkets.com.au

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

SUNDAY | SEPTEMBER 4

Coomera, QLD The Upper Market www.theuppermarket.com.au

Maroochydore , QLD Adina Community Market facebook page

Kin Kin, QLD Kin Kin Creations Market www.facebook.com/KinKinmarket

Glenmore Park, NSW Petite People Handcraft Market  www.petitepeople.com.au

Canberra, ACT Old Bus Depot Markets www.obdm.com.au

fairy floss markets
billycart markets

www.eumundimarkets.com.au
www.theolivetreemarket.com.au
www.craftmarkets.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
www.theuppermarket.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Adina-Community-Market/170225506344159?
www.facebook.com/KinKinmarket
http://www.petitepeople.com.au
www.obdm.com.au
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explore 
                    handmade & creative markets 

a gorgeous collection of handmade and creative markets 
compiled by Jodi of www.marketscene.com.au 

Please click the links alongside each listing for full details and to 
check for changes.

SEPTEMBER 10 | SATURDAY

Eumundi, QLD Eumundi Markets www.eumundimarkets.com.au

Yarraville, VIC Yarraville Markets www.facebook.com/yarravillemarkets

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

SEPTEMBER 11 | SUNDAY

Maroochydore , QLD Adina Community Market facebook page

Bulli, NSW Poppyseed Markets www.poppyseedmarkets.com.au

Canberra, ACT Old Bus Depot Markets www.obdm.com.au

http://www.marketscene.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Adina-Community-Market/170225506344159?
www.obdm.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
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SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 17

Eumundi, QLD Eumundi Markets www.eumundimarkets.com.au

Maribyrnong, VIC Maribyrnong Makers Market www.maribyrnongmakersmarket.com.au

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

SUNDAY | SEPTEMBER 18

Brisbane, QLD Marky Markets www.markymarkets.com

Maroochydore , QLD Adina Community Market facebook page

Geelong, VIC Fairy Floss Markets www.fairyflossmarkets.com.au

Canberra, ACT Old Bus Depot Markets www.obdm.com.au

explore handmade & creative markets 

a gorgeous collection of handmade and creative markets compiled by Jodi of www.marketscene.com.au
Please click the links alongside each listing for full details and to check for changes.

www.marketscene.com.au
- great directory of all the 
markets throughout Australia!

www.eumundimarkets.com.au
www.maribyrnongmakersmarket.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
www.markymarkets.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Adina-Community-Market/170225506344159?
www.fairyflossmarkets.com.au
www.obdm.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
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SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 17

Eumundi, QLD Eumundi Markets www.eumundimarkets.com.au

Maribyrnong, VIC Maribyrnong Makers Market www.maribyrnongmakersmarket.com.au

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

SEPTEMBER 24 | SATURDAY

Eumundi, QLD Eumundi Markets www.eumundimarkets.com.au

Sandgate, Brisbane, QLD Billycart Markets www.billycartmarkets.com.au

Bowral, ACT Handmade Country Markets www.handmademarket.com.au

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

SEPTEMBER 25 | SUNDAY

Darlington, WA  Vintage Life Markets www.vintagelifemarket.com.au

Maroochydore , QLD Adina Community Market facebook page

Mt Eliza, VIC Fairy Floss Markets www.fairyflossmarkets.com.au

Mulgrave, VIC Mulgrave Makers Market www.mulgravemakersmarket.com.au

Canberra, ACT Old Bus Depot Markets www.obdm.com.au 

fairy floss markets
billycart markets

explore handmade & creative markets 

a gorgeous collection of handmade and creative markets compiled by Jodi of www.marketscene.com.au
Please click the links alongside each listing for full details and to check for changes.

www.eumundimarkets.com.au
www.maribyrnongmakersmarket.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
www.eumundimarkets.com.au
www.billycartmarkets.com.au
www.handmademarket.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
www.vintagelifemarket.com.au 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Adina-Community-Market/170225506344159?
www.fairyflossmarkets.com.au
www.mulgravemakersmarket.com.au
www.obdm.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
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SATURDAY | OCTOBER 1

Eumundi, QLD Eumundi Markets www.eumundimarkets.com.au

Newcastle, NSW The Olive Tree Market www.theolivetreemarket.com.au

Red Hill, VIC Red Hill Community Market www.craftmarkets.com.au

Canberra, ACT Handmade Market Canberra www.handmademarket.com.au

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

perth upmarket billycart markets

explore handmade & creative markets 

a gorgeous collection of handmade and creative markets compiled by Jodi of www.marketscene.com.au
Please click the links alongside each listing for full details and to check for changes.

www.eumundimarkets.com.au
www.theolivetreemarket.com.au
www.craftmarkets.com.au
www.handmademarket.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
http://www.marketscene.com.au
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SUNDAY | OCTOBER 2

Crawley, WA Perth Upmarket www.perthupmarket.com.au

Coomera, QLD The Upper Market www.theuppermarket.com.au

Gold Coast, QLD The Butterfly Market www.thebutterflytree.com.au

Maroochydore , QLD Adina Community Market facebook page

Kin Kin, QLD Kin Kin Creations Market www.facebook.com/KinKinmarket

Bulleen, VIC Fairy Floss Markets www.fairyflossmarkets.com.au

Healesville, VIC Healesville Racecourse Harvest Craft Market www.craftmarkets.com.au

Canberra, ACT Handmade Market Canberra www.handmademarket.com.au

Canberra, ACT Old Bus Depot Markets www.obdm.com.au

explore handmade & creative markets 

a gorgeous collection of handmade and creative markets compiled by Jodi of www.marketscene.com.au
Please click the links alongside each listing for full details and to check for changes.

www.perthupmarket.com.au
www.theuppermarket.com.au
www.thebutterflytree.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Adina-Community-Market/170225506344159?
www.facebook.com/KinKinmarket
www.fairyflossmarkets.com.au
www.craftmarkets.com.au
www.handmademarket.com.au 
www.obdm.com.au
http://www.perthupmarket.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
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explore handmade & creative markets 

a gorgeous collection of handmade and creative markets compiled by Jodi of www.marketscene.com.au
Please click the links alongside each listing for full details and to check for changes.

OCTOBER 8 | SATURDAY 

Eumundi, QLD Eumundi Markets www.eumundimarkets.com.au

Werribee, VIC Werribee Park Markets www.craftmarkets.com.au

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

OCTOBER 9 | SUNDAY

Hamilton, QLD Boutique Markets www.boutiquemarkets.com.au 

Maroochydore , QLD Adina Community Market facebook page

Canberra, ACT Old Bus Depot Markets www.obdm.com.au

if you would like your 

handmade/creative market 

listed in the next issue of 

tickle the imagination, please 

email the suburb, state, market 

name and website to 

editor@tickletheimagination.com.au

http://www.marketscene.com.au
www.eumundimarkets.com.au
www.craftmarkets.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
www.boutiquemarkets.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Adina-Community-Market/170225506344159?
www.obdm.com.au
editor@tickletheimagination.com.au
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SATURDAY | OCTOBER 15

Braddon, ACT Gorman House Markets facebook page

SUNDAY | OCTOBER 16

Brisbane, QLD Marky Markets www.markymarkets.com

Maroochydore , QLD Adina Community Market facebook page

Canberra, ACT Old Bus Depot Markets www.obdm.com.au

fairy floss markets
billycart markets

explore handmade & creative markets 

a gorgeous collection of handmade and creative markets compiled by Jodi of www.marketscene.com.au
Please click the links alongside each listing for full details and to check for changes.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gorman-House-Markets/122515427813241?
www.markymarkets.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Adina-Community-Market/170225506344159?
www.obdm.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au
http://www.marketscene.com.au


176 tickletheimagination.com.au

creative block 
some of our contributors share their favourite ways of dealing with the dreaded ‘creative block’

Kelly Munce
Kelly deals with the creative blocks by stepping away from the 
computer at least once a month, and shouts out for a casting call 
to have a good ‘play’.  “Nothing brings back the love in what you 
do better than having no pressure, our play days are all about 
letting go, running with the imagination on the day”  Kelly says.

Laura Cioccia
Like most of us, I stalk other peoples’ blogs and am always inspired 
by what I see....and at times I find it overwhelming. It’s at this point 
that I look at other ways to get my creative juices flowing, and to 
develop my own unique ideas. I find light. I am inspired by light. I 
search for it everywhere I go. The way it falls, how it can change the 
look of an object, the energy and mood it creates, the story it tells. I 
start dreaming up shoots & ideas when I find stunning light.

Tara Sarnelli 
I’ve found that moving temporarily moving environments can help 
- grab the laptop and jump in the car and head to a park, near the 
water or a favourite cafe. Even take a short holiday! 

http://www.kellymunce.com.au
http://www.lauraciocciaphotography.com
https://www.facebook.com/tara.hawley
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Kate Chapman  
As I work from home, I prefer to find inspiration offline. I love the 
beach, its sounds, smells, colours and treasures. It is my favourite 
place to be and where I gain a lot of my inspiration. Next time you 
are outside (shopping centres, book stores, art supply stores), try 
to pay more attention to your environment, you may find a lot of 
interesting things that you can incorporate into your design. I don’t 
purposely go around to find inspiration. The places are part of my 
life and daily routine. I always have my iPhone or camera handy. 
Whenever I see something nice, I will take a photo to document it. 
Enjoy your life and design more beautiful things!

Renée Manea 
During my design process, I need to see each petal come 
together to create a divine bloom, then turn it into something 
stunning with a diamonte centrepiece or wild feathers. 
Sometimes, this works the first time round, and the outcome is a 
beautiful hair accessory. Other times... I may need to experiment 
with a few different possibilities. For advice I quite often turn to my 
mum. She has a ... brutal honestly. (Mum comes over to look after 
my daughter two days a week while I am creating for La petite 
Princesse. So I quite often bounce ideas and designs off her.) It is 
then I know either the block has cleared... or back to the studio! If 
I need a break, I usually have a little playtime with Chiara, either 
jumping on the trampoline or with a little signing/dance/music 
time. Failing all of those... Diet Coke!

https://www.facebook.com/KateLChapman
https://www.facebook.com/renee.manea


178 tickletheimagination.com.au

thank you for reading!
we hope you enjoyed issue01 of tickle the imagination

click here to subscribe (it’s free!)

www.tickletheimagination.com.au

http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com/p/readers_27.html

