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oh christmas tree...
CHRISTMAS ISSUE handmade gift guide, gorgeous photoshoots, creative projects & more...
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One of my favourite things about christmas is decorating.  I had 

alot of fun styling and shooting the christmas table story for this 

issue...I hope it inspires you create a special dining space for your 

family & friends this christmas.

This issue is filled with beautiful photoshoots to inspire and lots of 

gorgeous recipes and tutorials for a handmade christmas. 

And with school holidays approaching you will also find lots of 

ideas to keep the kids busy over the summer holidays in the 

‘back to basics’ and ‘3 fun journal projects’ stories!

Christmas is such a busy time for those of us who run 

our own business...once everything slows down a 

little it can be easy to hit a slump...Elle from studio 

exsto gives us some tips on how to get over that 

slump and plan for a fabulous new year.

Enjoy!

Tanya Collier
Editor

hello!
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2 013  U P M A R K E T S 

Sunday 3 March 2013 

Sunday 23 June 2013 

Sunday 8 September 2013 

Sunday 24 November 2013 

10am to 4pm 

UWA Winthrop Hall 

Stirling Hwy Crawley

Over 150 designers 

Pe r t h  Up m a rket  b r i n g s  t o g et h e r 
a  h a n d p i cke d  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a r t i s t s , 
d e s i g n e r s ,  s t y l i s t s ,  c r a f t s p e o p l e 
a n d  g o u r m et s  a l l  u n d e r  o n e  r o o f

Free entry and 

ATMs onsite 

www.perthupmarket.com.au
f Find us on Facebook

*

W E D D I NG  U P M A R K E T S

Saturday 6 April 2013

Saturday 24 August 2013

10am to 3pm

UWA Winthrop Hall Undercroft

Stirling Hwy Crawley

Over 50 designers
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Special thanks go to this talented group of contributors, from all over Australia, who have 
helped bring this issue to life - filling each and every page with gorgeous images, ideas and 
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tickle the imagination would not be possible without them! 

I invite you to visit each of their websites where you can learn a little more about these 
amazing creative women.
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would you like to be part 
of tickle the imagination 
magazine? 
We publish six online issues per year, and our 
favourite stories from those make up our annual 
print issue!

Join our callout list and we’ll send you a friendly 
email when we are planning each new issue or 
when we are looking for items to be included in 
photoshoots or inspiration pages.
www.tickletheimagination.com.au/callout-list.html
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tash kimlin
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studio exsto
http://studioexsto.com

germaine tan
chibi run
www.chibirun.com

angelina
scrumdiddiliumptious
www.facebook.com/scrumdiddliumpitious  

jessica lim
vintage pie
myvintagepie.blogspot.com.au
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bush fairy
     christmas

Concept & Photography – Kim Selby
Styling – Megan Spielvogel
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A few months ago, a good friend of 
mine, Kim (from Kim Selby Photography) 
and I were enjoying a morning coffee 
and our conversation turned to an idea 
she had for a photoshoot.  I recall the 
words she used were flowers, fairies, 
magical, fairy dust, very natural colours 
and beautiful delicate fairy wings.  The 
concept just grew from there.

Our vision was Christmas flower fairies 
walking through the bush to a tea 
party, two little girls and an older girl, 
dressed as beautiful, bushland fairies 
– full tutus, fairy wings, halos of flowers.  
They arrive to find an old weathered 
table, adorned with a native flower 
garland.  The table is laden with 
beautiful cakes and goodies as well 
as vintage items - rusty billycans, silver 
teapots, fairy dust, Christmas presents 
wrapped in brown paper.  



We live in the beautiful Macedon 
Ranges, Victoria.  It is a gorgeous little 
pocket of the world; dominated by 
Mount Macedon and Hanging Rock 
with a mix of farms, quaint country 
towns and hamlets, pine forests and 
national and state parks.  It is also full 
of amazingly talented people, so we 
decided to collaborate with a few local 
businesses to bring the vision to life. 

Kylie from Kylie’s Collections handmade 
the beautiful tutus and tops for our 
fairies.  I had already started making 
the fairy wings so selecting the 
colours should have been fairly easy, 
however Kylie can make her tutus in 30 
different colours so it was a little more 
challenging than we first thought.  We 
took some time to decide on the silver 
grey and peachy beige that we ended 
up with but we couldn’t have been 
happier with how the fairies looked 
when it all came together.
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Sharyn from Blackbird Cakes provided 
us with the most incredible cakes for 
the table.  The stars of the banquet 
tea were definitely the Christmas Tree 
cupcakes.  Everyone at the photo 
shoot were asking Sharyn how she 
had made them (it turns out to be 
much easier than you think - turn to 
page 24 to find out how!). 

I had met Marnie from epochco at a 
local business networking night and 
had completely fallen in love with 
her vintage and industrial wares.  I 
knew that she would have a number 
of items that we could use as props.  
Rusty billycans, old saucepans, books, 
beautiful little glass bottles to hold our 
fairy dust, the beautiful red and cane 
basket to hold the Christmas presents 
and even a very weather beaten 
ammunition crate.   
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Arnie from Flowers In A Vase provided 
us with a stunning garland of native 
flowers and David Austin ‘Evelyn’ 
Roses to use along the table.  The 
Flowering Gum, Flannel Flower, 
Blushing Bride, ‘Pearl’ Wax flower, 
Grevillia and King Proteas combined 
to make a stunning palate of colours 
that reflected the feel of the shoot.  
She also made the beautiful flower 
halos for our fairies.   

A special thank you must go to our 
fairies – Emily, Grace and Nicola.  
They were true little fairies and really 
embodied what we were trying to 
achieve.  (Rumour has it they didn’t 
take off their outfits for days after the 
shoot)

Kim and I were very lucky to have 
found such a wonderful group of 
talented people.
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A little bush fairy on the Christmas tree!
Tho’ not like the fairies you usually see,
For she wears not a gauzy gossamer gown
but gumnut blossoms drifting down.

And there on top of her pine tree tower
she waves a wand of flannel flower.
Flittering and fluttering her eucalyptus wings
‘Neath a halo of golden wattle rings.

What other fairy would be so blessed
Or be, by nature, flora dressed?
What other fairy would look so sweet
With bottle brushes on her feet?

At Christmas she comes come-what-may
Tho’ not to those lands far away,
For only in Australia will you ever see
A little bush fairy on the Christmas tree!

Author - unknown.
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 contributors:

PHOTOGRAPHY – Kim Selby 
www.kimselbyphotography.com.au

STYLING AND FAIRY WINGS - Megan Spielvogel 
www.macedonevents.com.au

FLOWERS – Arnie Way 
www.flowersinavase.com.au

TUTUS – Kylie 
www.madeit.com.au/KyliesCollections 

CAKES – Sharon Frantz 
www.blackbirdcakes.com.au/cakes/ 

PROPS – Marnie Hawson 
www.etsy.com/shop/epochco 
and stylists own

And of course, our three flowers fairies – 
Nicola, Grace and Emily



christmas tree cupcakes
tutorial by Sharon Frantz - blackbird cakes | photograohy by Kim Selby



1 Using a No.7 nozzle, half fill your piping bag with green buttercream icing. Pipe 
a ring of buttercream icing on top of each of the cupcakes, small enough to 

sit inside the outer edge of the cupcake and leaving a gap in the centre

2 Place each of the mini ice-cream cones upside down on the cupcakes, 
nestling the lip of the cone into the buttercream icing ring.

3 Start piping the Christmas tree leaves by squeezing a little icing onto the 
base of the cone, then pulling the icing bag backwards. Make a row of 

leaves around the entire base of the cone.

4 Continue as in Step Three the entire way up the cone, piping row by row. 
Finish off the top with three icing leaves.

5 Knead your gum paste 
or fondant and then 

roll to 5mm thick. Cut a 
star shape, and paint it 
with lustre dust mixed with 
decorators alcohol. Place 
stars on top of the tree 
and decorate with silver 
cachous. 

eat and enjoy!

you will need:

+ 6 Cupcakes 
+ Buttercream Icing (Dyed Green) 
+ 6 Mini Ice Cream Cones 
+ Small Silver Cachous 
+ Small Star Plunger Cutter 

+ Gum Paste or Fondant 
+ Silver Lustre Dust 
+ Cake Decorators Alcohol  
+ No 7 Star Nozzle 
+ Piping Bag
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lola[sammy&lola[
inspire, create, share 

www.blossomandcat.com.au | www.facebook.com/blossomandcat | www.blossomandcat.bigcartel.com

blossom & cat

Sewing Kit
handmade by you

In your sewing kit
✿ Full size pattern sheet
✿ Step-by-step sewing guide
✿ Fabric, felt & interfacing
✿ 2 Vintage buttons
✿ Embroidery thread

You will also need
✿ Scissors, pins & a needle
✿ Cotton thread
✿ Iron
✿ Toy stuffing or fabric scraps
✿ Pencil & ruler

sew me
by hand

www.blossomandcat.com.auAge 10+

Owlet 
soft ie

Sewing Kit
handmade by you

www.blossomandcat.com.au

In your sewing kit
✿ Full size pattern sheet
✿ Step-by-step sewing guide
✿ Fabric, felt & interfacing
✿ 2 Buttons & ric-rac
✿ Embroidery thread
✿ Badge pin

You will also need
✿ Scissors
✿ Needle & pins
✿ Iron

sew me
by hand

Age 8+

Owl  Badge
Sewing Kit

handmade by you

www.blossomandcat.com.au

In your sewing kit
✿ Full size pattern sheet
✿ Step-by-step sewing guide
✿ Felt
✿ 3 Buttons & ric-rac
✿ Needle
✿ Embroidery thread
✿ Cotton tape & keyring
✿ Filling

You will also need
✿ Scissors
✿ Needle & pins
✿ Iron

sew me
by hand

Age 8+

Owl  Keyring

Sew ing Kits
handmade by you

30% off!
for Tickle the Imagination 

readers when you order online. 
Simply enter the code

Lovetosew at checkout
*offer expires 16th December

or while stocks last*

http://www.sammyandlola.com.au
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we wish you a   merry christmas
styling & photography Tanya Collier

be inspired to create a beautifully styled table 
for christmas...and it need not be red & green!

napkin in circles and squares fabric 
signature prints wish clay tag mud by nest

http://www.signatureprints.com.au
http://nestinteriorstyling.blogspot.com.au
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wallpaper (l-r) birds of paradise, 
japanese flora, egrets signature 
prints,  bunting merry-go-round 
handmade, reindeer bus roll 
coco & ella napkin in circles 
and squares fabric signature 
prints wish clay tag mud by nest

Create these stylish tree 
decorations with scraps of 
paper! We’ve used gorgeous 
offcuts of Florence Braodhurst 
wallpapers, available from 
Signature Prints

Simply cut a triangle with a 
rounded base and stick using 
double-sided tape. Finish the 
top with a button, and display 
in groups of three! 

http://www.signatureprints.com.au
http://www.signatureprints.com.au
http://www.madeit.com.au/merry-go-round 
http://www.madeit.com.au/merry-go-round 
http://www.madeit.com.au/cocoelladesigns
http://nestinteriorstyling.blogspot.com.au
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nature inspired...

THIS PAGE: clay tags mud by 
nest bunting merry-go-round 
handmade 

OPPOSITE: soup/cereal bowl 
patricia fernandes natural linen 
tablecloth fabric from spotlight 
napkins fabric by surface art

http://nestinteriorstyling.blogspot.com.au
http://nestinteriorstyling.blogspot.com.au
http://www.madeit.com.au/merry-go-round 
http://www.madeit.com.au/merry-go-round 
http://www.patriciafernandes.com.au
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THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: 

nibble bowls and soup/cereal 
bowls patricia fernandes 
napkins fabric by surface 
art natural linen tablecloth 
fabric from spotlight bunting 
merry-go-round handmade 
christmas cranberry balls see 
page 112

http://www.patriciafernandes.com.au
http://www.surfaceart.com.au
http://www.surfaceart.com.au
http://www.madeit.com.au/merry-go-round 
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win 
one of three 

Camilion Designs 
tea towel

see page 78 for details

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: poppy tea towels used as napkins camilion designs
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no time to bake?
wrap store bought christmas 
cakes in baking paper and 
twine for home-baked feel
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tea towels Marnie Louanne 
twine chibi run

marnielouanne.com.au
http://www.chibirun.com
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make a wish...
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Gorgeous textured bowls by Patricia 
Fernandes inspired this table.

Natural linen and white create a timeless, 
classic feel for christmas.  We’ve introduced 
lots of texture through the bowls, natural 
linen, dandelion puffs and nibbles.

OPPOSITE: natural linen tablecloth and napkins 
fabric from spotlight soup/cereal bowl 
patricia fernandes

THIS PAGE: nibble bowls patricia fernandes  
pistachio & rose kisses coco & rose

http://www.patriciafernandes.com.au
http://www.cocoandrose.com.au/
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A

B C

D

E

to start remove the cover and spine

then take a page and...

1. fold along dotted line taking point A to B

2. fold along dotted line taking point C to D

3. take point E behind and fold along dotted line

repeat for all pages

*create a bookpage 
christmas tree...  

make a wish...
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THIS PAGE: nibble bowls patricia fernandes  
wish clay tag mud by nest natural linen 
tablecloth and napkins fabric from spotlight

OPPOSITE: soup/cereal bowl patricia fernandes 
pistachio & rose kisses coco & rose

http://www.patriciafernandes.com.au
http://nestinteriorstyling.blogspot.com.au
http://www.patriciafernandes.com.au
http://www.cocoandrose.com.au/
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This adorable quirky christmas gnome is 
handmade by Ylenna of Wild Poppy Handmade 
Creations. Lovingly stuffed with 100 percent 
Aussie merino wool, he stands approx. 60cm tall.

Made in any colour you desire, he would make 
a great Christmas toy for children or Christmas 
decoration - you can sit him down or hang him 
in the window. 

find wild poppy on facebook

...may your day be 
          merry & bright!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wild-Poppy-Handmade/372312396195779?ref=hl


tickletheimagination.com.au 43

A gorgeous quirky christmas gnome by Wild 
Poppy Handmade Creations inspired our 
merry & bright table.

Napkins were created with Waratah Drop 
fabric by Verity Hinwood of Veritas Designs, 
and have been folded into a triangle shape 
for a geometric feel.

Spools of wool in a similar palette give a 
christmassy feel with their tree-like silhouette 
and licorice allsorts add to the fun.

quirky christmas gnome wild poppy 
handmade creations napkins waratah drop 
fabric by Veritas Designs merry & bright 
poster tickle the imagination licorice allsorts 
pascalls  spools of wool & case stylists own

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Wild-Poppy-Handmade/372312396195779
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Wild-Poppy-Handmade/372312396195779
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Veritas-Design-by-Verity-Hinwood/233259306783227
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napkins waratah drop fabric by 
Veritas Designs quirky christmas 
gnome wild poppy handmade 
creations washi tape chibi run 
merry & bright poster tickle the 
imagination spools of wool & 
case stylists own

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Veritas-Design-by-Verity-Hinwood/233259306783227
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Veritas-Design-by-Verity-Hinwood/233259306783227#!/pages/Wild-Poppy-Handmade/372312396195779
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Veritas-Design-by-Verity-Hinwood/233259306783227#!/pages/Wild-Poppy-Handmade/372312396195779
http://www.chibirun.com
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Sunday 2nd December
Prendiville Catholic College, Ocean Reef
10am - 3pm
www.marketgirl.com.au

for dates & locations, please visit 
www.marketgirl.com.au
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kid-
friendly 
christmas 
tree
Jessica Lim | Vintage Pie
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Dressing the tree is one of the unique joys of 
the festive season; a chance to squabble 
good-naturedly about where to put each 
ornament, which artisan commissioned 
each mangled primary school decoration, 
and whose turn it is to put the star on. But 
when the kids are a little bit too little to hold 
an argument (or a precious glass-blown 
crystal ornament for that matter), set them 
up with this cute and inexpensive tree DIY 
using paper bags and post-its, from Vintage 
Pie.

I’m not going to lie, we don’t have particularly 
glamorous Christmas decorations at our 
house. No fancy baubles brought back 
from the Netherlands or entirely breakable 
heirloom ornaments. Most of what we have is a 
handmade/thrifted hodgepodge that I’m not 
precious about in the slightest BUT (and it is a big 
but, you other brothers can’t deny) I am a bit 
of a perfectionist when it comes to balancing 
the tree. I’m also morally opposed to too much 
tinsel, which will probably go on my headstone 
when I die:

‘Here lies Jessica Lim. Devoted wife and mother, 
lover of peanut butter M&M’s, crusader for 
defenceless Christmas trees everywhere.’

My itty-bitty children, bless their pretty eyes, do 
not share my sympathies and decorate with 
the fevered excitement of puppies and door-
to-door salesmen. Which is totally fine, but it 
has inspired me to find another tree-decorating 
outlet that is inexpensive and fun, to take the 
heat off our poor ancient pseudo spruce.

A packet of brown paper bags, 

some twine, 

sticky tape (or washi tape if 

you’ve some on hand) 

a couple of packets of different 

shaped, fluorescent post-it notes 

(we went with thin rectangular 

strips and some that were 

conveniently in the shape of 

stars, all from Woolworths)

…and you’re ready.

For this kid-friendly (and space-
friendly) Christmas tree you 
will need to take a walk down 
the stationary isle of your local 
supermarket...
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Next find a spare wall, and then say goodbye to 
that spare wall for the foreseeable future.

Make the branches of your tree by taking 
individual paper bags and folding the bottom 
corners in on themselves until they meet to 
form a V-shape.  Depending on what scale you 
would like your tree, fold a bunch of these (we 
used about 25 to make the pictured medium-
sized tree) and then begin at the bottom, 
layering and taping them to the wall, folded 
corners underneath. We went with a couple of 
layers of four across, flaring the end boughs out 
slightly until we could manage three and so on. 

Play around with the spacing of the bags until 
you find what works, you might also like to tape 
the folded bits to the wall so it sits flush or leave 
them out to give the tree some dimension. When 
you get to the top, take one of the V-shaped 
bags and fold another V at the top, then unfold 
this and tape it to the wall. A paper star looks 
nice in the middle of these two creases.

Then to decorate! We strung lines of twine 
across our tree and folded the sticky edges 
of the little rectangular post-its over them at 
intervals to make a colourful tinsel effect, and 
then the girls went crazy with neon stars. Just get 
creative, or rather, let the kids get creative.

Give them total artistic control and consider it 
their early Christmas present from you.
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given the number of 
paper bags used, 

you could 
also tweak the 
idea to make 
your tree 
into a funky 
wall advent 
calendar 
by ascribing each bag a 
number and adding one to 
the tree each day. 

25

24

21 22

2018

17 16



how to make... 

lemon butter
Lemon butter is a teatime favorite. Collect pretty vintage 
glass jars or recycle some you have at home, decorate 
with mini garlands, vintage fabric, raffia and hand made 
gift tags to make a delicious gift for your friends and 
family this Christmas.

recipe and photography by Helen Louise Wilkinson | blossom & cat



tickletheimagination.com.au 51

what you need
· 180g of butter
· 250g of caster sugar
· 4 eggs
· 3/4 cup of lemon juice

· 2-3 teaspoons of lemon rind

to make 
1. Dice the butter, beat and strain the eggs.
2. Combine all the ingredients together in a bowl 
and place over a pan of gently simmering water.
3. Stir continuously till the butter melts and all the 
ingredients are combined.
4. The lemon butter is ready when it thickly coats the 
back of a wooden spoon.
5. Pour carefully into hot sterilised jars.

delicious on toast, 
scones or use as 
a filling for lemon 
cupcakes

tip...
swap the lemon 

juice with passion 
fruit for a lovely 

summery passion 
fruit butter.
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It is great fun to get a hundred christmas sticker 
label tags for 2 bucks... but where is the love?!

This year, I really wanted something that looked 
simple and easy yet spoke volumes of love. I 
wanted to make something that I could use for 
decorating everything. I found my answer in 
dough tags.

Getting the kids involved in dough tag making is 
wonderful. This dough is so
smooth, pliable and cuts very clean with the 
cutters. Leave it to their imagination
and you will find that many wonderful clay tags 
will be produced.

Somewhere along the way, I 
think Christmas got a little 
flashy. Lots of lights, lots of 
toys from the toy sales and 
lots of beautiful Christmas 
decor that cost a pretty penny.

create
christmas tag ornaments

words & photography by Germaine Tan of Chibi Run

you will need:

+ 1 cup Cornstarch or Cornflour

+ 2 cups Baking Soda (bicarb soda)

+ 1¼ Cups Water

+ spatula

+ rolling pin

+ cookie cutters
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create your tags...

1       CCombine ingredients in a large saucepan 
over low heat and stir constantly until 
mixture thickens and forms a dough and 
can no longer be stirred.

2 Remove from heat and set aside to cool.

3 Once cool, knead dough until smooth.

4 Roll on a flat surface until dough is 
approximately 0.5cm thick, then cut out 
using your favourite cookie cutters.

5 Be sure to poke a hole through the top of 
each dough shape with a skewer so that 
the tag can be used with twine or ribbon.

6 Stamp any words you would like on the 
tag.

7 Leave to air-dry overnight or bake in oven 
at 120 deg C for 30 minutes and then turn 
to bake for another 90 minutes.

As you can tell by the number of 
tags that were made, it was just 
so much fun and so easy to do. I 
LOVED watching the kids make 
their own tags.
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get creative...
embellish gifts 

Same gift, 3 different styles of giftwrap 

using your tags (L-R)

1. tag tied with simple green and red 

bakers twine, available at $5 for a 100 

metre spool at www.chibirun.com.

2. tag tied with green bakers twine, 

christmas washi tape and finished with a 

beautiful sage flower

3. tag with washi tape, fabric scrap bow 

and feather, created by a child with lots 

of imagination!

bunting
Use some clay tags as bunting for your 

Christmas tree this year!

tassel garland
Even better, create a tassel garland and 

sprinkle some lovely tags in between.

tips and lessons learned...
I think the beauty of these tags is that some of them had small cracks. I think this really 
shows the homemade nature of these tags. Tags made by small people with little hands. 
Homemade isn’t perfect all the time but it is still REALLY lovely!

Imagination is the key. These clay tags can be used anywhere and for any occasion, not 
just Christmas!

Watching the eyes of a loved one light up as she receives a gift with a clay tag personalised 
with their name is a real treat.
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tickletheimagination.com.au 1

CHRISTMAS 2012
www.tickletheimagination.com.au

oh christmas tree...
CHRISTMAS ISSUE handmade gift guide, gorgeous photoshoots, creative projects & more...

take tickle everywhere!
download issue 09 for your ipad, tablet or laptop

just $2

BUY NOW

http://tickletheimagination.fetchapp.com/sell/hkdtshuv


www.chibirun.com

gorgeous craft supplies 

http://www.chibirun.com/
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shop handmade 
for christmas
we hear the story behind two shops that 
offer a great range of gorgeous handmade 
creations perfect for gifts this christmas.

 

Nestled amongst the parks and houses 
of suburban Camberwell lies a small 
commercial strip, that, in it’svibrant hey-
day provided the local community with 
it’s every day needs; grocer, butcher, 
pharmacy etc.

Over the years the strip reverted to offices, 
and for that period the beautiful interiors 
of these character filled buildings, with 
lead-light windows and pressed metal 
ceilings, were hidden from view.

The strip lies at the southern end of 
Fordham Avenue, directly opposite 
Hartwell Station on the Alamein Line and 
the Anniversary Bike Trail, buffered from 
the railway line by a beautiful park and 
children’s playground. In recent years, a 
couple of vibrant cafes have appeared in 
the strip, an appealing option for the local 
community, and the people are returning.

More recently, another of the offices 
has been converted back to retail, 
unashamedly riding on the coat-tails of 
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the café patronage, but equally passionate 
about the local theme.

Enter Own Little World - The Corner Gift Store. The 
“local” theme, for Own Little World is relevant 
to both its customers, and it’s suppliers, with a 
passion for handmade and Australian made.

Step in and enjoy the gorgeous scents of 
Handmade soaps, body mousses and hand 
poured candles. Own Little World stocks unique, 
handmade jewellery, ceramics, home wares, 
clothing and a range of other eye-catching 
treats. Local artists and crafts people are 
supported with an emphasis on handmade and 
small cottage industries, and in the new year 
plans are afoot to hold evening craft classes.

Own Little World offers an experience that differs 
from the commercial stores - pop by, you’ll 
be assured of a happy smile at the counter, 
grab a card, grab a gift, have it beautifully gift 
wrapped at no cost - local convenience and 
old fashioned service.

The way it used to be.

own little world
122 Fordham Avenue, 
Camberwell, Melbourne, Victoria
www.facebook.com/ownlittleworld122
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The Mornington Peninsula, an hour south of 
Melbourne, is a rural wonderland of rolling hills, 
vineyards, orchards and beaches. Against this 
backdrop, crafty and creative locals turn to 
hand-making all manner of interesting things to 
sell at the abundant craft markets in the region.
And it’s how Mornington Peninsula locals and 
handmade obsessives Jodie Griffith and Karina 
Reyne met.

Along with her admin business, Jodie spent 
her evenings sewing hessian, felt and cotton 
into funky mobiles, vessels and doorstops for 
her loyal clientele. She also wrote a popular 
blog called Mornington Peninsula Handmade, 
celebrating all the other fabulous brands she 
discovered in the markets.

When marketing consultant and stylist Karina 
placed an order for some of Jodie’s new linen 
luggage tags to stock her sustainable online 
shop, they discovered their mutual dream of 
desiring to discover a stylish online shop that 
supported handmade without being saturated 
with similar products. Somewhere hip and 
unique that made them want to return again 
and again, but didn’t inundate them with 
useless information. So within days they decided 
to throw some money on the table and build 
something together.

Soon, they had designed their website (or really 
re-designed Karina’s) and armed with the 



necessary social networking skills, they created a buzz loud enough to entice some 
creative and conscientious crafters to join them.

With jobs and families to maintain as well, they devote the evenings and a day a 
week together to negotiating the constant networking and promotional activity that 
goes hand-in-hand with an online business. Fortunately, their children are old enough 
to leave to their own devices while Jodie and Karina are in the throes of retaining the 
integrity of their business and building their audience accordingly.

To Jodie and Karina, it makes sense to support the clever folk who revive the detritus of 
others, because it’s sustainable, sensible and often, affordable. There’s a joy attached 
to giving a gift that is created with such loving attention to detail. And as each piece 
has a history, there’s a story locked inside it. Visit Handmade Emporium to discover 
more. by Karina Reyne

handmade emporium
online market
www.handmadeemporium.com.au/
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win!
win one of six gorgeous 
pendants from Alisha Hinds 

click here to find out more

www.alishahinds.com

http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com.au/2012/12/win-alisha-hinds-giveaway.html
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gift guide
handmade



64 tickletheimagination.com.au

gifts perfect for the decorator in your life

........................................................
pollypixels

www.pollypixels.etsy.com

Kitchen Owl #559 
‘Grate Grey Owl’
This unique, repurposed 
assemblage sculpture is full of 
character and will make you 
smile. Engraved with name of 
piece and artist’s signature on 
reverse. 9 x 11.5 x 7 cm $65.00........................................................
Focus on Art
www.focusonart.bigcartel.com

china butterflies
beautiful butterflies created 
from once treasured, vintage 
china. 
Twiceloved China.......
redesigned to be loved 
again.
........................................................
twiceloved china
www.twicelovedchina.com.au
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gifts perfect for the decorator in your life

tassel garland
Handmade tassel garland. 
Perfect for your next event or 
a little space in your house.
$50.00

........................................................
blush loves mint
www.blushlovesmint.com

large multipurpose 
cloth
Handknit bamboo/cotton 
multipurpose cloth, measuring 
app. 22 x 22cm with a crocheted 
loop for hanging when not in 
use. Environmentally friendly.  
Machine washable. $12.00 ea........................................................
taalu designs
www.taaludesigns.moonfruit.com

Swedish Dala 
Horse Cushion
This lovely cushion cover has 
been hand screen printed 
by Linnea in her Melbourne 
studio. $39.95
........................................................
Linnea - Swedish Design
www.linnea.com.au

Terrarium in vintage 
fowlers jar
Each terrarium is unique. 
Carefully selected greenery, 
moss, pebbles are combined 
with a miniature figurine to 
complete the scene. from $39........................................................
the little green project
facebook

cherry ripe stool
Handmade from 100% 
reclaimed timber. Unique 
sturdy design. Use for sitting, 
storing or standing to reach 
greater heights.
$175.00
........................................................
dirty old town
www.dirtyoldtownfurniture.com

hand-bent wire 
welcome 
I hand-bent wire into my 
cursive handwriting and 
wrapped it in this silky Liberty 
of London fabric. $30.00
........................................................
planet joy
www.PlanetJoy.etsy.com

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Little-Green-Project/536296079718878


gifts perfect for the accessoriser in your life

www.blossomandcat.com.au | www.facebook.com/blossomandcat

blossom & cat
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“b” Necklace 
stunning, hand-embroidered 
initial pendant is made from 
organic cotton fabric and 
hand-dyed and hand-plyed 
organic cotton thread.
$39.00
........................................................
rockrose handmade
www.rockrosehandmade.com

little fish brooch
made using combinations 
of vintage Javanese batik, 
japanese kimono and indian 
sari fabrics
$28.00 ea
........................................................
blossom + cat
www.blossomandcat.com.au

pure silk scarves
‘Tropical Ginger Flowers’ 
by Jill Booth. Top quality, 
pure silk scarves and wraps 
designed and printed in 
Australia.
from $28.00........................................................
Art in Tropical Australia
www.designer-scarves-australia.com 

mini embroidery 
hoop necklace
This is Billy. Billy is framed by 
my extremely, unique, mini 
embroidery hoop. $35.00

........................................................
dandelyne
www.dandelyne.etsy.com

the sweetpea 
chandeliers
Pure feminine style, these darling 
chandeliers are a cascade of 
crystal droplets & delicate chain, 
finished with a sweet bow. $45.00
........................................................
Megsy Jane
www.megsyjane.bigcartel.com

ruffle handbag
adjustable strap, machine 
washable,magnetic button 
closure, inside has key strap, 
1 main pocket,6 accessory 
pockets & sml zip pocket. 
available in 12 colours. 
$59.00 incl postage
........................................................
high tea vintage
www.highteavintage.etsy.com

gifts perfect for the accessoriser in your life
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gifts perfect for the little princess in your life

personalised prints
A gorgeous unique gift for 
that special little someone. 
Capture the birth of a loved 
on with this personalised 
keepsake. 
$42.95 plus delivery........................................................
colour & spice
www.facebook.com/ColourandSpice

CreativiTea Kits
Make your own beautiful 
Hippie Hair Wrap, Beaded 
Bracelet, Necklace, Bag 
Bling or Friendship Bookmark 
with our unique create at 
home kits. from $7.50........................................................
free range living
www.freerangeliving.co

paper art
Gorgeous canvas, wall art, 
plus all sorts of other amazing 
paper art for the young and 
young at heart.

........................................................
A little birdie told me
facebook

Polkadot LOVE Print
The perfect print to hang in 
your little Princess’s bedroom. 
Available (unframed) in 
8”x10” $25 or 11”x14”
$30.00
........................................................
Coco & Ella Designs
website

amelia rose doll
Choose from different hair 
styles and colour, eye styles 
and colour, lips styles and 
colour and clothing style 
options. normally $155  
xmas special $124........................................................
Amelia Rose
www.facebook.com/AmeliaRoseDolls

sterling silver 
hearts necklace
sterling silver hearts necklace 
on 40cm chain 

$30.00
........................................................
little gumnuts jewellery
www.facebook.com/littlegumnutsjewellery

https://www.facebook.com/pages/A-Little-Birdie-Told-Me/153480098014671
http://downthatlittlelane.com.au/sellers/coco-ella-designs
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gifts perfect for the little princess in your life

........................................................
possum & banjo

www.possumandbanjo.com.au ph
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Baby Bedroom 
Initial Prints
Brighten your child’s 
bedroom with these funky 
prints. 30x40cm $22.00

........................................................
media freedom
www.mediafreedom.com.au

vintage love
30cm x 30cm shabby style 
frame

........................................................
precious little things
www.preciouslittlethings.com.au
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colour trunk
Learn all about colours in 
your Discovery Trunk as you 
create your very own stained 
glass windows, experiment 
with spinning tops, & more

........................................................
discovery trunk
www.discoverytrunk.com.au

gifts perfect for the little adventurer in your life

bird in the hand 
counting game
We all know a bird in the hand 
is better than two in the bush, 
but who will have collected 
the most birds the end of 
this rollicking game? A great 
stocking stuffer for children 
aged 3-7 years. $24.95
........................................................
Mollydag Made
http://mollydagmade.com

scooter tee
This loveable cross-breed, 
Iggy, is the hero of our 
brand. He’s a charismatic 
canine with the flashy stripes 
of a cat and a long lemur-
esque tail. $30.00
........................................................
iggy little
www.iggy.com.au
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robot clock
unique clocks handmade in 
Perth

........................................................
funkydory
www.funkydory.com.au

gifts perfect for the little adventurer in your life

boys reversible 
sunhat
Reversible sunhat available 
in XS, S, M & L. A range of 
boys designs are available. 
$28.00 plus postage 
........................................................
little olly
www.littleolly.com.au 

Custom Made 
Buntings
Fabric Buntings personalised 
for you’re special occasion. 
They make a lovey christmas 
gift. 
........................................................
Custom Made Buntings
www.facebook.com/tahneelj. 

kekoKIWI 
pull-a-long toy
Designed and handmade 
in New Zealand this wooden 
pull a long toy is solid in 
construction and timeless in 
form.$29.95........................................................
Antipodean Love
www.antipodeanlove.com.au

trio space puzzle
Three puzzles one each of 4, 
6 and 9 pieces. Each puzzle is 
25cm x 25cm when complete, 
designed to increase in 
difficulty as the child’s skills 
develop. $29.95(incl gst) 
........................................................
glottogon
www.glottogon.com

huckleberry finn
gorgeous, quality, hand-
crafted picnic tables for 
children

........................................................
look what dad made
www.lookwhatdadmade.com.au

www.antipodeanlove.com.au/products/kekokiwi-pull-a-long-2 


72 tickletheimagination.com.au

fabric
designed and printed in 
Australia

........................................................
Veritas Designs
facebook

fabric kit
This Cushion Kit has all the 
fabric that you need to 
make these delightfully birdy 
chums! $35.00

........................................................
claire turpin designs
claireturpindesign.com.au

make your own 
vintage bunting kit 
If you can sew in a straight line, 
you can make this bunting. This kit 
contains all the materials you need 
to make 3 m of bunting with easy 
to follow instructions. $25.00
.............................................................
my poppet
www.mypoppet.bigcartel.com

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Veritas-Design-by-Verity-Hinwood/233259306783227
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colour trunk
Learn all about colours in 
your Discovery Trunk as you 
create your very own stained 
glass windows, experiment 
with spinning tops, & more

........................................................
discovery trunk
www.discoverytrunk.com.au

fabric
designed and printed in 
Australia

........................................................
surface art
www.surfaceart.com.au

tickle the 
imagination
print issue
$15.00

........................................................
tickle the imagination
www.tickletheimagination.com.au

round cushion 
stack pattern
Pattern to make two 
stunning round cushions.
$10.00

........................................................
claire turpin designs
claireturpindesign.com.au

greeting cards
Quality handmade carousel 
greeting cards
$3.50 ea

........................................................
OSONiA Designs
www.osoniadesigns.com.au

owl keyring 
sewing kit
This sweet sewing kit contains 
all the most important things 
you need to make your Owl 
keyring. $22.00
........................................................
blossom + cat
www.blossomandcat.com.au

gifts perfect for the crafter in your life
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........................................................
patricia fernandes

www.patriciafernandes.com.au
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metro apron
Metro Retro Aprons are all 
OOAK - that is, One Of A 
Kindcreated with vintage 
tea towels & fabrics

........................................................
merry-go-round handmade
www.madeit.com.au/merry-go-round 

luxury loose leaf tea
Individually sourced from 
the finest tea gardens our 
Teas are hand picked and 
carefully processed using 
centuries old artisanal 
techniques $19.95 (100g)
........................................................
the seventh duchess
www.theseventhduchess.com

poppy tea towel
screen printed onto 100% 
Linen & has a cotton corner 
tape for hanging. Is 47cm 
wide x 64cm long.
$29.99 ea
........................................................
camilion design
www.camiliondesigns.com.au

home-baking
small batch, made from 
scratch, home-baking of the 
highest quality.

........................................................
littlesweet baking
www.littlesweetbaking.com.au

wild sugar desserts
A delicious feast for the 
eyes as well as the palate, 
Lyndel Miller & Skye Craig 
have created a stunningly 
beautiful cookbook. 

........................................................
lyndel miller
www.lyndelmiller.com

gourmet rubs
A fantastic selection of 
gourmet rubs for any 
occasion and any meal.
 Bring food to life with our 
amazing blends of spices in 
this six pack delight $25
........................................................
nice & spice
www. niceandspice.com.au

gifts perfect for the...foodie...in your life
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christmas cards
These bright, vibrant cards 
are the perfect way to 
spread the Christmas cheer. 
Made from 100% post 
consumer recycled card.
$4.95 ea or $25.95/pack of 8
........................................................
Minq + Mode
www.minqandmode.com.au

beetlebomb 
baubles
A gorgeous gift hanging glass 
bauble with folded bloom. 
Gift box and cute message 
tag included. $18.00
........................................................
Beetlebomb Everlasting Blooms
Shop Here 

plum pudding 
soy candle
Premium 100% soy candle, 
featuring the wonderful warm 
scent of plum pudding. Classic 
Honeypot Jar 9cm dia x 10cm 
high. $27.00
........................................................
kitchen aromas
www.kitchenaromascandles.com

personalised 
ornaments
A unique and special gift 
for the special little people 
in your life! Handmade from 
polymer clay, felt and ribbon 

........................................................
imogen’s angels
www.imogensangels.com.au

hark the herald 
angels sing 6pk
This set of 6 cards are blank 
on the inside with plenty 
of room to write your own 
special message. $16.00
........................................................
imaginart
www.imaginart.com.au

santa sacks
Extra large to hold lots & lots 
of pressies. 58cm wide x 83 
cm tall. Fully lined. 
Easy pull drawstrings. 
$45.00
........................................................
twenty tiny toes
www.twentytinytoes.bigcartel.com

beautiful christmas decor & cards 

http://beetlebombblooms.bigcartel.com/product/hanging-glass-christmas-bauble-with-bloom
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beautiful christmas decor & cards 

tree boy
Why get a tree when you can 
be a tree? Imagine all the 
presents people will place at 
your feet!
 $5.50
........................................................
milk & cookies
www.milkandcookies.com.au

christmas wreath
Add some extra pop to 
your door this Christmas! 
Measuring approximately 
34cm in diameter  $69.95

........................................................
happy as larry
www.happyaslarrydesigns.com.au

letterpress coasters
Beautiful Scandinavian Folk 
Style inspired Christmas 
Coaster set. Featuring the 
tree of life with 2 love birds 
canoodling in the branches 
$12.00 6pk........................................................
fluid ink
www.fluidink.com.au
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elegant 
    snowflake
    cookies 

recipe & photography LINDA VANDERMEER

http://www.bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au
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method
• Sift together flour and baking powder and set 

aside.
• Using kitchen scissors cut the cranberries into 

halves or 3rds.
• In a large bowl using an electric mixer cream 

the butter and sugar until light and fluffy.
• Reduce speed to medium low, add egg and 

vanilla and mix until combined.
• Reduce speed to low and mix in flour until 

just combined, add the cranberries and 
cinnamon and continue to mix for around 30 
seconds longer or until combined.

• Wrap the dough in plastic wrap and 
refridgerate for around 1 hour until firm.

• Remove dough from fridge. Dust kitchen 
bench and rolling pin with a little flour, roll out 
the dough to desired thickness and cut out 
snowflake shape. If the dough is too hard you 
may need to knead it a little until it is workable.

• Place the cut out cookies on a tray lined with 
baking paper and freeze for 15 minutes (or 
refrigerate until firm).

• Preheat oven to 180 C (160 C fanforced) and 
bake until golden, around 12 minutes.

• Allow to cool completely on wire racks.
• To decorate cookies, knead the white fondant 

until pliable, cut off around 1/5th and place 
the remainder in a ziplock bag to keep fresh. 
Dust the workbench with cornflour and roll out 
the fondant until quite thin. Brush the cookies 
with a little water and place the white fondant 
on top of the cookie so that it aligns with the 
cookie underneath. Lightly press the fondant 
onto the cookie to secure.

• Take a small food safe stamp with a pretty 
pattern* or embossing tool and press it into the 
center of the snowflake.

• Place cookies on a wire rack until the fondant 
has set hard.

Cookies can be stored in an airtight container 
for up to a week.

*the stamp used was from Spotlight, stamps 
and embossing tools can also be found at cake 
specialty stores or online shops.

These elegant snowflakes made a 
great Christmas gift, perfect party 
treat or a delicious afternoon tea 
snack. In fact if you prefer not to 
decorate with fondant they are 
just as yummy undecorated

you will need
3 cups plain flour

1 tsp baking powder

230g unsalted butter room temp

1 cup caster sugar

1 large egg
1 tsp vanilla extract

2 tsp ground cinnamon

1/3 cup dried cranberries

200g ready roll white fondant

cornflour
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Thinking back to my own long Summer 

holidays as a kid, my mind wanders to 

beaches, bush walks, hanging out with the 

neighbourhood kids, running wild. But there 

are virtually no photos, no stories and no 

keepsakes – only dreamy, hazy memories. 

When I was a kid, photos were expensive. 

On holidays, Mum and Dad mostly 

took photos of the scenery, with just the 

occasional, “I was here” shot, (in which I was 

always sported a fake smile… I hated them!) 

Of course, they would never let US loose with 

the camera – that was a recipe for financial 

disaster! 

This is not how I want my Munchkin to 

remember his childhood. I want him to 

be able to relive those fun adventures, 

friendships and feelings of freedom 

fun journal projects
                                           for the holidays

experienced during the holidays. I want to 

capture the everyday, as well as the special 

times. I want him to look back on loads of 

happy memories. And I want him to have fun!

Here are a few holiday journal projects just 

right for kids. Depending on their age, they 

may need a lot of help, or just a little. 

DO give them all the equipment, assistance 

and encouragement they need to complete 

the project. DON’T overwhelm them with your 

expectations. As much as you might wish 

for a “perfect” treasure (especially if you’re 

the crafty type), let them do things their own 

way, OK!

One day, you’ll look back with wonder and 

admiration at all that creativity!

Summer holidays are upon us. It’s a time for heading 

outdoors, having fun, making memories and wondering 

how to keep the kids occupied for a whole six weeks!

words by Cath Connell | photography Danielle Quarmby

3

Cath is on a crazy mission to bring back the art of story telling and journal keeping into our 
busy modern lives – to help build connection and understanding, encourage creativity and 
just take a big, deep breath. Through her business, Leaf, she creates fun conversation card 
games, journals and stationery for kids, or the kid within all of us. http://www.leafjournals.com
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project 1
a day in the life
With photo technology being so accessible 

these days, there really is no excuse not to 

take photos. We can view, edit and share our 

photos almost instantly, and we can easily 

gather and print them as keepsakes for the 

future. Of course, we don’t want to miss out on 

all the fun by constantly taking photos either. 

Being in the moment, and sometimes being in 

the photo, is all-important to creating happy 

memories. This is life and we shouldn’t miss out 

on it!

So, why not hand the camera to the kids (or 

get them one of their own) and view the world 

through their eyes? Have them capture a full 

day, from start to finish, perhaps taking photos 

every ½ hour or so. If you have several kids, 

give them a day each. (If this feels too much, 

try a Photo-a-Day project. Fat Mum Slim runs a 

great themed one each month if you’re stuck 

for ideas – http://fatmumslim.com.au)

It doesn’t need to be a special day. Just 

catching the everyday moments as they 

happen – having breakfast, playing games, 

watching TV, doing the housework – can be 

fun too. 

At the end of the day, review the photos and 

help your child write captions. You might like to 

share on Instagram (if nothing else, you’ll get 

to experiment with all the cool filters), or create 

a photo book. You can also turn Instagram 

pics into all sorts of fun things – stickers, fridge 

magnets, tea towels, coasters etc. Great 

presents for grandparents!

project 2
my favourite 
things
Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens…?

Maybe not, but your kids are sure to have 
favourite things that they’d love to remember 
forever. Toys, books, games, décor, clothes, 
accessories; these are all things that reflect 
our individual personalities and style. 

Lifestyle magazines are full of pages that 
gather together a range of items into 
a collage page. Usually with a white 
background and a brief description, they 
capture the mood and style in an instant. 

You can emulate this by setting up a fake 
photo studio in a well-lit area of your home 
and photographing your kids’ favourite 
things. Try to use natural light if possible. 
Drape a white sheet over a bed or couch 
as your backdrop and photograph each 
item individually. Use photo editing software 
(there are a few free ones on the internet) to 
put together a collage page, or get the kids 
to cut them out from prints and paste into a 
scrapbook or journal. 

A great rainy day activity! (Hint: for best 
results, photograph on a bright, but slightly 
overcast day.)
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project 3
be a nature 
detective
Getting outside – be it backyard, beach or 
bush – is a big part of the Australian Summer 
holiday experience. Being let loose to discover and explore the world around them is loads of fun for kids, it’s good for them and it’s a great 
learning experience.

Creating a nature journal offers kids an 
enjoyable, hands-on way to record all that 
they discover and learn about nature, and will provide endless hours of enjoyment down the 
track, as they look back on their adventures. 
Even if they’re not keen writers or drawers, they will usually enjoy the exploring and collecting 
part of the project. 

Encourage the kids to collect, photograph 
or draw things that interest them. Help them 
research more about their discoveries on 
the internet. Discuss any scientific concepts 
that they may unearth (e.g. photosynthesis, 
pollination, metamorphosis, evolution) – it 
might be a learning experience for you too! 

Ensure you have a good, sturdy journal or 
scrapbook to work with (e.g. the dirtgirlworld 
scrapbook from Leaf), quality, child-friendly 
craft glue and a range of art and craft 
materials for the kids to get creative with. Then let them go for it! 

More details about these projects, plus loads more, are available at http://leafjournals.com/kidstuff.*
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linen shorts possum & banjo; bow tie 
possum & banjo; cases trunk & orderly
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Tash {Whimsy Petite Styling}, Leanne {Possum & Banjo Clothing}, Danielle {Danielle D’Arcy Photography} and Angelina {Scrumdiddliumptious Catering}, recently collaborated to concept and create a gorgeous summery photo shoot just for Tickle the Imagination. 

Inspired by the Little Rascals and long lazy days on the farm.... their images stir up fond memories of childhood summers and just make you want to get out and enjoy the season! 

These four Brisbane mums, who embrace organic, outdoor living and back to basic fun with their children, combined some of their favourite ways to keep away the summertime boredom these holidays. 

back to basics ...an organic summer
WORDS & STYLING WHIMSY PETITE STYLING | PHOTOGRAPHY DANIELLE D’ARCY
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As summer break 
arrives, parents are 
looking for more 
ways to save money 
while still having 
fun and making 
great holiday 
memories 
with their 
children. 

fun ideas for summer holidays

linen shorts possum & banjo; bow tie 
possum & banjo; cases trunk & orderly
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Our back to basics ideas for summer holiday 
activities may even bring back memories of 
your own childhood days, or trigger some other 
ideas of fun things you yourself used to like 
doing.  There are also some day outing ideas 
which won’t hurt the wallet too much and may 
also include additional free activities to extend 
the days fun.

Remember not to over think each days 
entertainment, keep things simple, allow the 
children to explore, use their imagination 
and create their own fun, they might just 
turn a boring summer at home into a time of 
adventure, discovery and enjoying family, 
friends, and fun. 

And don’t forget about your own friendships!!! 
Get togethers over summer also give parents 
an opportunity to socialise while the kids make 
their own fun.

With 2 months of summer holidays ahead the 
family budget can be strained, and all too 
often we parents hear those two dreaded 
words....”I’m bored”. 

Consider replacing expensive travel and 
outings with backyard celebrations or  fun 
with family and friends in your local area or 
at-home. You’ll find most children actually 
appreciate the lazy days at home (and that 
doesn’t necessarily mean inside playing 
video games and watching TV) after the 
busy year that’s just gone by.   And a little 
boredom can actually trigger some creative 
thinking of their own! 

We’ve included some ideas for games and 
activities children can do on their own, with 
their friends, or together with the family. 
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make your own ice 
cream or ice blocks
plant a garden or 
create a nature habitat
start your own compost and 
worm farm - great for the boys!!

go on a bush walk
create a holiday home 
reading corner - visit the 
library to change books
check out the holiday activities 
at your local council library

camp out in the back yard

pack a picnic and 

discover a new park you 

haven’t visited (this can 

be done more than once!!)

encourage water play on the lawn 

in the late afternoon... fun for the 

kids and the lawn gets watered too

look for a community project 

or community garden to get 

the older kids involved in

visit a farm or enjoy 

a weekend farm stay

visit the museum
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vintage voile scarf possum & banjo 
linen & lace skirt possum & banjo
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visit the farmers 
markets together
paint and plant flower pots
get back to basics - never 
underestimate the pleasures of 
simple good old fashioned fun: bike 
rides, skipping, hopscotch, elastics 
and board games

make/fly a kite
go fishing
Bunnings have some great free 
childrens diy workshops, so 
do alot of local nurseries
visit a local wildlife zone – go 
koala spotting perhaps

suggest the children put 

on a talent show with their 

friends & invite families 

over for a bbq and 

performance

Have the kids help plan a menu 

and cook dinner with you - a lovely 

surprise when daddy gets home

build a cubby house from sheets 

and fill with cushions for a tea 

party, playing cowboys or just 

relaxing with a book

Make your own music video 

- work out a plan, prepare 

and have fun editing!

Declare a crazy Dress Ups day - 

yep mum, that means you too! 
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bake together – check out our 

great Lunchbox Solution ideas 

and recipes to try
have an outdoor cinema night – 

invite friends over, enjoy popcorn 

and relax on beanbags and blankets

Make fresh lemonade 

explore the city.... visit 

points of interest and 

picnic at the park

visit the local botanic 
gardens.... see what species of 
flora you can find and name

visit the beach or 
local swim hole
visit an art gallery – have the 
children create a work of art on 
canvas based on something they 
were inspired by at the gallery (alot of local councils have art galleries, 
it need not be a big trip to the city)

check with your 
local council for free 
holiday activities
have the children keep a holiday diary or write their own story book based on one of their adventures
create your own board games
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OPPOSITE PAGE: vintage voile scarf, linen bloomers, linen & lace skirt possum & banjo
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Above all....relax and 
enjoy your summer, go 

with the flow and create 
beautiful memories!! 
Happy Holidays!! linen shorts possum & banjo; 

bow tie possum & banjo
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put together letter packs and have the children write letters (or draw pictures)  to family or friends who may not live nearby
plan a mid holiday class 
picnic, 8 weeks is a long 
time to be out of touch 
with all those friends!
teach the kids to sew, knit or do 
some small woodwork activities
set up a play shop with 
recycled boxes and containers 
- make some play money and 
encourage role play

visit a local demolition or recycle 

yard for cheap materials and build 

something as simple as a go cart or as 

big as a cubby house – great one for 

the handy mums and dads to do as 

a family project.... and while you are 

there have a treasure hunt!

visit a nursing home, take 
some baking and share time 
with those who may not get 
many visitors these holidays

Make daisy chains

catch tadpoles/ladybirds 
or other garden bugs

play hopscotch
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what’s for lunch?
Not only is summer about having fun and creating special 
memories... but some of the best summer memories often 
involve delicious seasonal foods and fun picnics!! 

cases trunk & orderly
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Looking for delicious healthy recipes and 
fantastic ideas to nurture your family’s health? 

Angelina (Scrumdiddliumptious catering) put 
together some delicious Lunch Box menus for our 
super cute photo shoots (and how great do they 
look presented in the super cute vintage lunch 
boxes by our friends over at Trunk & Orderly).  

Her passion for healthy lifestyle, organic and 
seasonal foods were the inspiration behind the 
menus.  We wanted to create lunchboxes that 
covered these guidelines: Included nutritious 
seasonal fruits and vegetables; were both tasty 
and healthy; were gluten friendly; time and cost 
efficient and environmentally friendly!

menu 1
+ Minted Chicken and vegetable Rice 

paper rolls

+ Layered Five:am organic yoghurt, mango 
and muesli

+ Seasonal fruit salad

+ Muesli slice – recipe page 102

+ Fresh Pear Juice

menu 2 
+ Deconstructed wholegrain Caesar Wrap

+ Tamarillo 

+ Seasonal fruits 

+ Vegetable sticks

+ Homemade Popcorn

+ Fresh Peach juiceca
te

rin
g 

Sc
ru

m
d

id
d

liu
m

pt
io

us
 fo

r C
at

er
in

g 
| 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y 

D
an

ie
lle

 D
’A

rc
y 

| 
st

yl
in

g 
W

hi
m

sy
 P

et
ite

 S
ty

lin
g

https://www.facebook.com/fiveamyoghurt
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cases trunk & orderly



tickletheimagination.com.au 99

Whether you are looking for Gluten free options or not, you’ll 
love the divine Gluten free citrus syrup cakes in the lunch 
box menu! You can find the recipe over at taste.com.au. The 
link is www.taste.co,.au/recipes/7675/citrus+syrup+cakes 
they were really quite easy to make, and so very moist and 
fluffy!! (and freeze well too)

menu 3
+ Savory baseless quiches
+ Strawberries and Five:am organic yoghurt 

dip
+ Gluten Free Orange syrup cake
+ Kiwi Fruit
+ Stop and Go sticks – celery, carrot and 

capsicums

menu 4 
+ Chilled organic chicken burger with aioli 

and lettuce
+ Fresh Juicy Peach
+ Indulgent Lime slice – recipe page 106
+ Organic Sultanas
+ Organic corn cob
+ Pomegranate jewels

*
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buy seasonal - 
children will love the variety and exploring 
new shapes and tastes of various fruits in their 
lunchboxes. Seasonal usually also means its 
cheaper than something imported or only 
coming in or out of season. We brought one 
pomegranate for the pomegranate jewels and 
each fruit easily gave 5 portions (1 weeks worth)

save money - buy in bulk. 
Not only does this mean less packaging which is 
also great for our environment but a bulk pack 
will save you considerably. Simply serve portions 
into reusable containers. Be sure to buy durable 
brands which will withstand the daily trauma 
of the school playground :) Its worth investing 
in decent insulated lunch bags, reusable 
containers and cutlery for lunchboxes. they get 
an awful lot of use throughout the year.

tash & angelina’s top tips 
for fresh lunch box ideas:

try new things! 
It’s easy to get stuck on making the same things 
or simply throwing together a sandwich....be 
adventurous and involve the children in the 
planning, shopping and making of their menu 
planning. This is a great way to encourage fussy 
eaters to try new things!

make a lunchbox meal planner 
once a week. Then prepare as much as possible 
at the start of the week, perhaps on a Sunday 
afternoon. Our sample menus today could 
basically all be prepared on Sunday, put in 
containers and be ready to put into lunchboxes 
throughout the week (aside from the rice paper 
rolls, which could still have there ingredients 
cut and prepared ahead of time and simply 
assembled the in the morning (the children 
will love helping to make their own!) Things like 
mini quiches, bacon and eggs pies, cupcake, 
etc can be frozen and taken out each day as 
needed.

send it with love. 
We’ve all heard it before, but have you ever 
seen the look of delight on a child’s face, even 
the bigger ones, when they open their lunchbox 
and find a note from Mummy or Daddy? Its 
priceless. Let your little one know you think of 
them through the day with a message of love 
or encouragement in their lunchbox. Perhaps 
if they have a test or exam that day, write a 
word of encouragement for them relating to 
that. A fun way to send notes, and not waste 
paper, is to use a marker to write on a banana 
or mandarin skin (don’t worry the ink wont go 
through!) Delight the children with a little hand 
written menu, theyll have fun reading what their 
selection of the day is when they open their 
lunchbox’- and its just another simple way to 
encourage some reading!

invest in a good food Thermos. 
Kmart stock great little hot food Thermoses which 
are ideal for sending along warm homemade 
soup, stir-fry or even spaghetti bolognaise on 
those cooler winters days. ca
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cases trunk & orderly
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Our summer photoshoot also gave us the 
opportunity to connect with three more 
inspiring women;  Therese Kerr (mother of 
Miranda Kerr, proud grandmother of Flynn 
and GM of Kora Organics), Dr Jennifer 
Barham-Floreani (international award 
winning Chiropractor, best selling author 
and mother of four) and Chef Kate McAloon 
(Chef to numerous Hollywood stars), who 
are also focused on helping Australian 
children grow into healthy, vibrant adults 
with their new book “Lunchbox Solutions”.

lunchbox 
solutions

Foods are meant to nourish and heal the 
body and in this book, you will find a variety 
of healthy lunches, snack ideas and sweets 
for weekdays or for a celebratory weekend 
lunch.

There is something for everyone - young and 
old - to have at school, at work or at home 
in our new book.

We are so excited to share 
with you two of the recipies 
from the Lunch Box 
Solutions Book which we 
drew inspiration from in our 
lunch box menus...
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ingredients
2 teaspoon coconut oil (to grease pan) 
1/2 cup (125ml) coconut oil 
1/4 cup almond butter or macadamia nut butter  
1/2 cup (approx. 80g) coconut sugar or 
rapadura sugar  
3/4 cup (185ml) honey or agave syrup 
1/4 teaspoon sea salt 
2 cups rolled oats 
1/2 cup (approx. 30g) desiccated (shredded) 
coconut  
1/4 cup (approx. 40g) raisins or goji berries 
2 tablespoons vanilla Vital Protein Powder 
(optional) 
3/4 cup (approx. 90g) coarsely chopped 
walnuts or almonds 
1/2 cup sunflower seeds 
1/2 cup pumpkin seeds 
2 tablespoons chia seeds 
2 tablespoons sesame seeds 
1 tablespoon liquid honey or agave syrup 

“If you examine the ingredients of many of the muesli bars available 
on supermarket shelves, you would find that most of them are 
high in refined sugars and damaging fats. Here is a great recipe for 
truly healthy muesli bars and we’d encourage you to include your 
children as willing assistants when baking these.” 
Dr Jennifer Barham-Floreani 

*

NOTE - For an extra-indulgent chocolate variation, you could spread coconut chocolate butter over 
the top once the bar is cooked and while it is still hot. Sprinkle with 2 tablespoons of toasted shredded 
coconut for decoration if desired. 

method
•	 Preheat oven to 160°C/320°F
•	 Line a baking pan with baking paper and 

grease with the coconut oil
•	 In a large saucepan, combine coconut oil, 

nut butter, coconut sugar, honey (or agave 
syrup) and salt. Cook on low heat until the 
ingredients have melted and dissolved

•	 Remove from the heat and add the rolled 
oats, shredded coconut, raisins (or goji 
berries), Vital Protein Powder, and half the 
nuts and seeds. Mix thoroughly

•	 Spread the mixture evenly into the baking 
pan. Sprinkle the remaining nuts and seeds 
over the mixture and drizzle a tablespoon of 
honey (or agave syrup) on top

•	 Bake in the oven for 30 minutes, or until 
golden brown

•	 Remove from the oven and cool completely 
in the pan. Turn out and cut into squares. 

muesli bars 
Preparation time: 20-30 minutes  
Baking Time: 30 minutes 
Baking tray size: 24cm long x 4cm deep x 15cm wide 
Serves: 12 good size bars
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You can find these and more great lunch box ideas in Luncbox Solutions available to purchase here online

http://theresekerr.com
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1  Informative videos explaining foods and health principles

2 Over 70 step-by-step recipes that are wholesome, gluten-free and incredibly yummy

3 An extensive “click-through” glossary enabling the reader to learn about the nutritional benefits of ingredients; plus ideas on how to empower your children with this knowledge

4 Fantastic tips on how 
to vastly (and easily!) 
improve the health of 
you and your family

5 Shopping list suggestions 
for easy pantry stocking 
and online ordering

Five reasons to buy 
“Lunchbox Solutions”: 

http://theresekerr.com
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“This is a healthier variation 
of the traditional lemon 
slice. You can leave off the 
meringue part if you are in 
a hurry or don’t feel like 
making the meringue! It’s 
just as good without it! 
This takes a little time, but 
I assure you it’s worth it 
because this is delicious!” 
Chef Kate McAloon

You can find these 

and more great 

lunch box ideas in 

Luncbox Solutions 

available to 

purchase here online

*

http://theresekerr.com
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ingredients
1 teaspoon coconut oil (to grease pan)

Base  
150g butter (approx 3/4 cup), roughly chopped  
150g (1 cup) raw sugar (ground in a blender to 
achieve castor sugar consistency) 
3 egg yolks 
300g (approximately 2 cups) gluten-free flour 
Lime Filling  
60g (1/4 cup) butter 
150g (1 cup) raw sugar (ground in a blender to 
achieve castor sugar consistency) 
1/3 cup (approx. 80ml) fresh lime juice  
2 eggs, beaten well  
Zest of 3 limes (approx. 1 heaped teaspoon) 
Pinch of sea salt 
1 tablespoon cornflour  
1 teaspoon cold water (to mix with cornflour)

Meringue 
3 egg whites 
60g (3 tablespoons, approximately 1/2 cup) raw 
sugar (blended to consistency of castor sugar) 
60g (3 tablespoons, approximately 1/2 cup) coconut 
sugar 
70g (approximately 1 cup) shredded coconut (for 
sprinkling over the top) 

method
•	 Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F
•	 Line a baking pan (30cm length x 21cm width 

x 4cm) with baking paper and grease with a 
teaspoon of coconut oil

•	 Start with making the base
•	 In a medium bowl, combine 150g butter, softened 

to room temperature and 150g of raw sugar. Beat 
until light and fluffy

•	 Separate the eggs and beat the yolks into the 
mixture one at a time (save the egg whites for the 
meringue)

•	 Sift the flour and add to the butter mixture a little at 
a time until well combined using a wooden spoon 
or electric hand beaters

•	 Spoon the mixture into the prepared tin and press 

down with a spoon (Tip: spread a little coconut 
oil or butter on your fingers when you do this to 
prevent sticking)

•	 Bake for 15 minutes, or until firm and pale golden
•	 While the base is baking, make the lime filling: 

place the cornflour in a small bowl and add a 
tablespoon of water. Whisk with a fork until a 
smooth paste is formed

•	 In another small bowl, beat two eggs well. Set 
aside

•	 Zest and juice the limes
•	 Place 60g of butter in a glass bowl and place over 

a saucepan of boiling water (ensure the bowl 
doesn’t touch the water as you want the butter to 
melt with the heat of the steam). Gradually melt 
the butter and once melted, stir in 150g of raw 
sugar and the lime juice. Stir continually until the 
sugar is dissolved

•	 When the mixture is smooth, continue whisking 
as you add the eggs along with the lime zest. Stir 
constantly for about 2 minutes or until the mixture 
has thickened

•	 Now stir in the cornflour and water
•	 Continue stirring over the heat for a further two 

minutes
•	 Cool to room temperature and then refrigerate for 

10-15 minutes 
•	 When the base has baked, remove it from the 

oven and set aside
•	 While you wait for the curd to cool, place the egg 

whites in a large bowl (glass preferable) and whisk 
with an electric hand beater on a high setting, until 
soft white peaks form. This should take 2 – 3 minutes

•	 Then on a lower setting, slowly beat in 60g raw 
sugar until combined, followed by the coconut 
palm sugar. Continue to beat until the mixture is 
stiff and holds its own shape

•	 Spread the cooled slice base with the lime curd, 
then follow with the meringue

•	 20. Sprinkle with the shredded coconut and bake 
for another 10 - 15 minutes, or until the meringue is 
pale golden

•	 Remove from the oven and allow to cool
•	 Once cooled, remove from the pan and slice into 

squares. Refrigerate until firm. 

indulgent lime slice 
 
Preparation time: 40 minutes 
Cooking time: 40 minutes 
Serves: 18 pieces
NOTE: Because this slice has three steps, the recipe is divided into three. Because eggs, butter and sugar are 
used in more than one step, listed below are the total ingredients: 
Total eggs: 5 eggs | Total butter: 210g | Total raw sugar: 360g

NOTE: This recipe is best eaten on the day it is made but can be kept in an airtight container for up to five days.re
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vendor credits 
Whimsy Petite Styling 
Specialising in Photography set styling and Prop hire services.www.facebook.com/whimsypetitestyling
Danielle D’Arcy Photography www.danielledarcyphotography.com.au & facebook
Possum and Banjo - Australian couture for kidswww.possumandbanjo.com.au & facebook
Scrumdiddliumptious Catering www.facebook.com/scrumdiddliumpitious  
Trunk & Orderly 
www.tunkandorderly.com.au & enquiries@trunkandorderly.com.au
Lunchbox Solutions 
www.theresekerr.com

http://WWW.facebook.com/whimsypetitestyling
http://www.danielledarcyphotography.com.au
http://www.possumandbanjo.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/scrumdiddliumpitious
mailto:enquiries@trunkandorderly.com.au
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upcycling vintage china & glassware into 

soy candles
tutorial by Suzanne Anderson | Kate and Rose  www.facebook.com/katenrose

With Christmas almost upon us a great gift idea and an enjoyable craft 
activity are making soy wax candles. Soy wax is environmentally friendly, 
as it’s a by product of soy bean.  It has a low burn temperature, a long 
burn time and can be fragranced with either fragrance or essential oils. It 
is both relaxing to make and wonderful to burn.

soy candles 
make great gifts, 

for family, friends & 
teachers.  Before long you 
will fill your house with 
them and may end up 

selling them at weekend 
markets to cope with 

the overflow!

*
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getting started...
The first step is to find a suitable container for the candle. 
You can buy new containers, but my preference is to 
up cycle vintage containers.  Again this is mindful of the 
environment, but it also makes a more unique and individual 
present.  Some container ideas are vintage tea cups, vintage 
glassware, such as cut glass milk jugs, sugar bowls. More 
recently I’ve found the most amazing Ball Mason Jars in a 
lovely aqua blue, which make wonderful and individual 
bespoke containers.    

1 Get your container and measure one and a half times full 
of wax flakes

2 Melt gently in a double boiler.  You can use two 
saucepans of differing sizes. Put the flakes in one and put 

the saucepan inside the second pot with hot water. Make 
sure the water only simmers gently as the wax needs to melt 
slowly.

3 Prepare the containers.  The wick should be the right size 
for the container, to make sure that the wax burns out to 

the edges of the container.  Information on this can be found 
on the internet.

4 Most wicks have a metal disc at the bottom.  Attach the 
wick to the bottom of the container.  You can do this 

by using a dot of glue from a glue gun or attaching a small 
sticky tab.  Even a small piece of blu tac will do the trick.

5 The wick needs to be kept central to ensure that it sets in 
the middle of the container. Use two bamboo skewers, to 

keep the wick central, then peg the wick taught. 

6 By now the wax should almost be melted.  When there is 
not much solid waxes remaining take the jug off the heat 

and stir.  Pour into a secondary jug to allow the wax cool to 
approx 70o C.

7 When the waxes is 70o C then add a fragrance or 
essential oil (approximately 8ml to every 100 grams of 

wax).  Allow the wax to cool a bit and when the wax is 65 
degrees it’s ready to pour.

8 Pour slowly then allow the wax to set.  It takes approx 12 
hours for the candles to set. Unpeg then trim the wick to 

5mm and the candle is ready to light and enjoy.

you will need:
 + wax flakes 
 + wick
 + fragrance or essential oil
 + container for the candle
 + thermometer
 + double boiler (or two saucepans of differing sizes)
note: you can buy wax kits from wholesale candle supply companies, or from craft stores.

With Christmas almost upon us a great gift idea and an enjoyable craft 
activity are making soy wax candles. Soy wax is environmentally friendly, 
as it’s a by product of soy bean.  It has a low burn temperature, a long 
burn time and can be fragranced with either fragrance or essential oils. It 
is both relaxing to make and wonderful to burn.
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Established in 2009 in response to the number of difficulties encountered by 
people with severe food allergies, Crumbs of Comfort offers traditional, gluten 
free, dairy free, peanut free and egg free cakes, bakes and dessert buffets. 

www.facebook.com/crumbsofcomfortcakedesign*



tickletheimagination.com.au 113

Coeliac disease affects approximately 1 
in 100 Australians, with up to 75% of cases 
currently undiagnosed. 

The disease causes the immune system to 
react abnormally to gluten which may result 
in a number of health consequences if not 
diagnosed and treated properly. 

Melinda O’Brien from Musie J Photography 
and Natalie Souprounovich from Natalie 
Souproinovich Design Services have 
collaborated to create the inaugural Cakes, 
Cupcakes and More 2013 Charity Fundraising 
Calendar. 

celebrate  
  a gluten free new year

christmas 

cranberry balls

to order your copy...
The calendar is available to order 
through the Charity Calendar website 
www.charitycalendar.net.au.

  

All proceeds raised go to Coeliac 
Queensland.

ingredients:

+ 500g dried cranberries

+ 395g tin condensed milk

+ 2 ½ cups desiccated coconut

+ Extra coconut to roll

method:

Combine all ingredients in a bowl and 

mix thoroughly.  Wet hands and roll into 

tablespoon size balls.  Coat balls in extra 

coconut.  Refrigerate for at least an hour 

before eating. *

recipe Crumbs of Comfort Cake Design | photography Musie J Photography

“The calendar will raise awareness and much 
needed funds for Coeliac Queensland,” Ms 
O’Brien said.

Coeliac Queensland is a not-for-profit 
organisation assisting and supporting people 
who are medically required to follow a gluten 
free diet for life. 

“We have worked with Crumbs of Comfort Cake 
Design who have baked and created some 
fabulous gluten free cakes and cupcakes to 
feature in the calendar.” Ms Souprounovich said.

http://www.facebook.com/NSDesignServices
http://www.facebook.com/NSDesignServices
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win!
one of three gorgeous 
handprinted tea towels by 
Camilion Designs
click here to find out more

www.camiliondesigns.com.au

http://tickletheimagination.blogspot.com.au/2012/12/win-camilion-design-tea-towels.html
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http://www.tickletheimagination.com.au/shop.html
http://www.handmadecooperative.com.au
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vintage chenille
madeit.com.au/
vintagechenille

blue jacaranda
bluejacarandadesign.com 

jack & bean
jackandbean.com.au

vintagebubbles
vintagebubbles.com

kids klosset
kidsklosset.com.au

babes & tots designs
hand-made.com.au/

babesandtots

puppy dogs tails
puppydogstails.com.au

starbubs
starbubs.com.au

twinkle kiddies decor
etsy.com/shop/

twinklekiddiesdecor

bellezza interiors
bellezzainteriors.com.au

smiley tots clothing
hand-made.com.au/

smileytots

little lady bug
littleladybug.com.au
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for each wreath 

you will need...

+ a wreath form in your 
chosen size, 

+ a hot glue gun, 
+ ribbon for hanging and 
+ a bowl of iced water for 

hot glue gun burns.

*
1
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sixcrafty christmas wreaths

1book pages
Small format book pages are ideal for this wreath, 
which uses pages sized approximately 10 x 15cm. 
You can find them in flea markets or second hand 
book shops or simply trim down larger book pages. 
Old children’s picture would also make for a stunning 
wreath.

how to:
Attach the hanging ribbon first by gluing it around the 
form. Lift the wreath to test its hang, and adjust the 
ribbon’s anchor point accordingly. Take each book 
page and curl it around to form a cone. Using a small 
stapler, staple the cone down as low as you can. 
Hot glue the cone to the form and hold until it dries, 
about 20 seconds. Continue on with cones, adding 
dabs of glue to the sides, where they lean on each 
other. This lends added support. Continue on around 
the form, adding the cones and pressing them 
together gently, to eliminate gaps. As you reach 
the outer edges of the wreath, create loosely-rolled 
cones so that each features two leaf-like points. 
Glue at an angle so they frame the perimeter of the 
wreath. Continue on until the form is packed tight. 

I simply adore the festive season, and each year I thoroughly immerse 
myself in the Christmas crafting spirit with a new creative project. Last 
year it was advent calendars and this year it’s wreaths. Not only are 
they enormously festive and utterly beautiful, they’re surprisingly easy to 
make {and look particularly gorgeous en masse}. Enjoy this catalogue of 
festive wreaths you and your family can treasure for years to come.

words & photography Tania McCartney

Tania McCartney is an author and Christmas obsessive. 
She likes books, travel, gingerbread and wreaths. 
www.taniamccartney.com 
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3fringed paper
One of my absolute favourites, this wreath can 
be made up of leftover paper or card, even 
Christmas paper. The style was devised by my 
12-year-old daughter, Ella.

how to:
Prepare the wreath as for Book 
Pages, attaching the ribbon. 
Measure from the outside of your 
wreath, over the form to the 
inside edge. Cut strips of paper, 
approximately 6cm wide, to this 
exact measurement. Fringe the 
strips with scissors; the fringing 
can be fine or thick but no more 
than 1cm wide, depending on 
the size of your wreath form. 
Leave at least half a centimetre 
at the base of the fringing – this 
is where you will fold the strip so 
it can be glued to the form {see 
photo}. Glue the strips to the 
form, overlapping as you go. 

2pompom
Lollipop-red pompoms {or any colour you 
choose}, smooshed together en masse make 
for a delightful and fabulously tactile wreath. 
You can use similarly sized pompoms, or 
mix it up. A spotty wreath would also look 
adorable.

how to:
Prepare the wreath as for Book Pages, 
attaching the ribbon – or, if desired, 
attached at the end, as I did here. If using 
varied size pompoms, glue the larger balls 
around the form in random spots first, then 
add smaller balls according to size. This 
makes it easier to fill in the gaps. You may 
also need to glue teensy pompoms on top 
of the teensiest gaps, to stop any white 
showing through. Alternatively, you could 
paint or ribbon-wrap the form first.
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5tissue paper
You can use myriad patterned tissue paper for 
this wreath, though I used red and white spots, 
giving a rather candy-cane flounce.

how to:
Prepare the wreath as for 
Book Pages, attaching the 
ribbon. Using a large circle 
punch (I used 2”), fold the 
tissue paper over several times 
{for strength} and cut out 
circles. Pinch the circles in the 
centre, right side up, twisting 
the base and forming a 
flower shape. Begin gluing the 
base of each ‘flower’ to the 
wreath form, packing tightly 
to eliminate gaps. Be mindful 
of the hot glue, as it seeps 
easily through tissue paper. 
Continue until full and flouncy.

4gingerbread
            
I adore gingerbread and this wreath is so utterly 
simple {albeit inedible!}. Buy or make little gingerbread 
cookies that are long-baked for crispness. Be sure to 
measure your wreath form for cookie size. Use larger 
cookies for a larger form.

how to:
Using wide ribbon, glue the end to the back of the 
wreath form, then wind carefully until the form is 
covered, securing at the back with glue. Tie the 
ribbon end into a loop and test the hang, gluing 
where necessary. Spray the gingerbread men, front 
and back, with clear sealant or lacquer, in a well-
ventilated area. Allow to dry. When hot-gluing the 
gingerbread men, secure the first with a dab of glue 
on one arm only, leaving the other arm free {this is 
where you will tuck under the final little man}. For the 
second and subsequent cookie, daub glue generously 
on both arms and start overlapping them. As you go, 
the gingerbread men may start leaning outwards 
towards the perimeter of the wreath form. Gently push 
them flat so they remain parallel to the wreath and 
table surface. When you reach your original fellow, lift 
the unglued side of this first little man and tuck your 
last man underneath. 
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6looped card
Use relatively soft card, around 200gsm. 
Any colour or pattern would look wonderful, 
though white is very festive.

how to:
Prepare the wreath as for Book Pages, 
attaching the ribbon. Cut strips of card 
depending on the size of your wreath. For 
large wreaths, your strips should measure 
around 2cm x 15cm. For smaller wreaths, 
around 1cm x 8cm is fine {cut the strips and 
test them out}. Loop strips onto themselves 
and glue to the form, overlapping each line of 
loops as you work, covering any staples. You’ll 
soon have a gorgeous snowy creation {though 
this would also look incredible in black}.

http://www.almondtreeframes.com.au
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Crafternoon 1

Have you ever 

wished for something 

and had it come true?  

This was how I felt when 

we visited Crafternoon in 

Melbourne’s Carlton one 

morning with friends.  We sat 

down at our table and were 

presented with menus… 

menus for children’s 

craft activities!!
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I consider myself a creative soul – studied design 
at university and spent my childhood engrossed 
in creative pursuit – yet when it comes to my own 
small children I baulk at the whole getting out the 
play-dough, paints, plaster kit, glue and sparkles 
etc. because invariably the activity lasts a grand 
total of 15 minutes and my clean up and set up 
commitment seem like a disproportionally large 
investment of time.  And while our house isn’t void 
of creative activities, I just adore it when it can be 
outsourced!

At Crafternoon we were surrounded by tables of 
other mums/carers and each table had pretty 
much the same scenario – babies to kinder 
aged children all absorbed in their project and 
delighting in their creations.  The staff were helpful, 
un-phased by mess/requests/noise and the food 
options were geared perfectly for the audience 
– as mums it was a very comfortable and 
welcoming environment.

The activities were well priced – and the relaxed 
atmosphere meant that when one of our brood 
changed their mind about what they’d ordered 
from the craft menu it was absolutely no drama 
to switch even though paint had been already 
dispensed.

Smocks (in the form of old t-shirts) were supplied 
free of charge and the toy box also provided 
much entertainment – my friend and I were able 
to have a relatively stress free catch up and our 
party included an almost two year old, a just four 
year old and a five year old all of whom never 
once threw a wobbly or demanded we leave, 
despite being there for almost two hours.

Carlton, VIC
531 Nicholson St, Carlton North
9077 6998 | www.facebook.com/crafternooncafe

Crafternoon1

Crafternoon 1

creativeescapesIsn’t it time you connected with your creative side?
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Makedo 

Make your dreams by up cycling
Melbourne dad (and industrial designer) PJ 
is the brains behind Makedo, an incredibly 
simple, yet brilliant, system that can convert 
an ordinary box into almost anything (check 
the Makedo blog where fans across the globe 
share their creations).  All the components 
are designed to be re-used and encourage 
learning through open-ended play.  All 
you need is some old cardboard boxes 
and you’re set to go, limited only by your 
imagination.

online
ph 03 8412 9032
someone@mymakedo.com
www.mymakedo.com

2Kiddie Create
Craft Subscriptions

How does it work?  Well each week in the 
mail you receive a package – specifically 
tailored to suit your child by age (and to 
some extent gender) and addressed to 
them.  It’s a bit like a lucky dip in the post!  
You can purchase the subscription for as 
long as you like and instead of making 
party favour bags for the next birthday 
party you can order in baulk and hand 
them out.  A Kiddie Create subscription 
makes a wonderful gift too.

online
http://kiddiecreate.com.au/

3
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creativeescapes
was brought to you by Kate Nelson, 
reviewer and writer behind Meetoo.

www.meetoo.com.au

Meetoo is a collection of personal 
reviews of family friendly activities, 
events, classes, holiday programs and 
destinations in Melbourne and beyond.

Visit www.meetoo.com.au for inspiration 
and ideas on things to do with children 
0 – 12 years of age.

If you have an activity or event you 
want reviewed please contact Kate at 
info@meetoo.com.au

Apples & Jam

Children’s classes include the Dirty Dozen 
Gardening Club, holiday programs, Friday 
morning open creative time and pre-school 
art classes.

Playgroups: meet for 1.5 hours weekly and 
cater to 2 – 3yr olds and 12 – 20 months.

Birthday parties: Environmentally thoughtful 
parties with a focus on nourishing food, 
styled beautifully in your own venue or at the 
gorgeous Apples & Jam studio.

South Melbourne, VIC
9682 6367
217-239 Montague St, South Melbourne
enquiries@applesandjam.com.au
http://www.applesandjam.com.au/

4

Apples & Jam 
are part of the South 

Melbourne Commons, 
a building practicing zero 
waste.  They take pride in 

teaching children that material 
things can have a second life; 

thoughtfully capturing the 
principles of reduce, reuse, 

recycle, reinvent with 
a dash of creative 

flair.
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If you are a maker of beautiful 
things, the lead up to Christmas 
might well be your busiest time 
of the year. It is exhilarating to 
have the crazy busy periods 
but what happens at the end 
of it all.

It is so easy to fall into a slump 
after a busy period, I am 
not talking about rest – I am 
a huge advocate for rest 
and self care. But a slump is 
different.

So how do you avoid slumping 
after a busy holiday season?

1look after yourself all 
the way through. 

This means asking for help 
and taking time out for you. 
Even if you just steal away for 
five extra minutes when you 
have a shower.  Once you 
have washed and brushed 
and shaved and pampered 
yourself, take 5 more minutes 
to just be still, breathe and 
relax.

If you can look after yourself 
and eat well through the 
chaos you are much better 
prepared to come out on top 
at the end.

some time out for you and 
your business – do that. 

It is so hard when our lives and 
businesses are so entwined 
to untangle ourselves. Set an 
email auto-responder to say 
you are away (even if you 
are staying at home) and if 
you must check facebook set 
yourself a time limit. 

If you allow yourself to step 
away from the business fully 
you will come back to it with 
much more motivation and 
enthusiasm and often-great 
ideas and creative inspiration.

4 enjoy the moments

It is so hard sometimes to be 
fully present in one thing. 
Our minds are running off 
and doing the next task, or 
memorizing the list of the next 
10 but this holiday season, 
work when you are working 
and when you are enjoying 
the family do just that!

I wish you a crazy 
amount of sales, the best 
month you have ever 
had and a wonderfully 
Merry Christmas!!

post-christmas slump
WORDS ELLE ROBERTS STUDIO EXSTO

2 make plans for 
January

You don’t have to set wild 
“New Year’s Resolution” 
style goals – keep it simple 
and keep it manageable.  If 
you have the kids home on 
holidays, or family coming to 
visit or maybe you know it is a 
quiet time for the shop, that’s 
ok.

If it is a quiet period for you 
use it to your advantage. 
Make improvements, design 
new products, re-tweak your 
website or write some guest 
posts for blogs to expand your 
exposure.

The main thing is to take 
some time out to think about 
what you want to achieve 
in January and write it down 
now. If you don’t make any 
plans it is easy to do more of 
nothing when you are feeling 
a lack of motivation.

3 don’t half-ass your 
time off

If you have set aside a week 
or two over Christmas, once 
the last order is posted, to take 

Christmas is a wonderful time.  I have always loved it but with a 
little person in my life it just gets more magical every year!

But let’s be honest – it can be exhausting and even overwhelming!

Elle, business and marketing strategist and co-director of Studio Exsto, is passionate about helping 
small businesses thrive. Studio Exsto is THE workroom for creatives in business to engage in the design, 
development and drive of their business. Elle is also founder of the Artful Business Conference.

http://studioexsto.com | twitter - elle_roberts_  | conference web - http://artfulbusinessconference.com
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For all things handmade

Buy. Sell. Love.

www.hand-made.com.au

AUCTIONS
Hand-Made.com.au now has

No hassles. No commissions ever. Just an 

exciting, fun way for you to sell your 

hand-made creations or supplies.

So come and sign up at hand-made.com.au 

today, and get your 

first month's membership totally free

http://www.hand-made.com.au
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rockrose handmade
give handmade this christmas with rockrose handmade

www.rockrosehandmade.com.au

Leaf
Leaf creates fun, eco-friendly story telling games, journals and 
stationery that help you tell your story, be your best and celebrate 
life.
Leaf. Paper for Life.

www.leafjournals.com

marketplacecreative

the haby goddess
Showcases independent suppliers in sewing & craft supplies, offering 
a range you won’t find at the local store.

www.thehabygoddess.com.au

red rascal
Red Rascal is a small independent handmade label offering funky 
and stylish Australian made tees for kids, women and men.

www.redrascal.com.au
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F is for Frankie
A collection of handmade and beautiful items for little ones

www.fisforfrankie.com

Free Range Living
Join us for CreativiTea ~ Workshops, Parties and Take Home Kits,
visit our emporium of all Australian made gifts, fashion and 
homewares. Shop 1. 2-4 Prince Charles Parade, Kurnell NSW 2231
(opposite Kamay Botany Bay National Park)

www.freerangeliving.co

meetoo
Looking for school holiday ideas?  Find personally reviewed 
activities, classes, events and holiday programs for children aged 
0-12. 

www.meetoo.com.au

Every little girls dream dress
Soft, light, Organic cotton, crochet knit dresses. Prettily embellished with 
sweet themes from nature. A variety of colours and sizes (00-6). Designed 
and distributed in Australia. Handmade in Peru, supporting local families.

ph 0425 707 537 | email donnalaine@gmail.com
www.cottondresses.weebly.com
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don’t miss an issue! 
click here to join our mailing list

www.tickletheimagination.com.au

thank you for reading!

http://tickletheimagination.com.au/subscribe.html

