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Something  special...
Caitlin’s Crafty Creations was established in 2005 and is very much a family 

handcrafted jewellery affair. Karen, her daughters Caitlin and Melinda, and sister 

Janine design and manufacture a range of quality handcrafted jewellery whilst 

husband Bevon and son Scott take care of product marketing and distribution.

 Our range of handcrafted jewellery has all been designed and hand made in 

house in our studio. All materials used to construct our products - including 

the finest quality Sterling Silver and 14kt Gold-Filled materials, genuine 

Swarovski Crystals and Pearls, Freshwater Pearls and Lampwork Glass 

Beads - have been handpicked from the finest suppliers sourced 

both locally and overseas. 



Visit our online shop to view our diverse range of quality hand crafted 

necklaces, bracelets, anklets, pendants, earrings and unisex jewellery.

Are you looking for that unique piece of custom made jewellery? Do you want 

value for money and demand high quality workmanship? If this sounds like you, 

please get in touch with our team at Caitlin’s Crafty Creations. We will be only too 

happy to discuss your particular requirements and come up  

with unique and affordable custom made jewellery for you.

...just for you
VISIT OUR ONLINE SHOP TODAY

www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au

crafty creationscrafty creations
Caitlin's
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tickle the imagination is an independently produced 
magazine.

editor & creative director

TANYA COLLIER editor@tickletheimagination.com.au

enquiries

editorial editor@tickletheimagination.com.au

advertising advertise@tickletheimagination.com.au

copyright

All images contained in tickle the imagination are subject 
to copyright of the artist, illustrator or photographer as 
named, but not limited to.

Reproduction of any part of this magazine without prior 
written permission is prohibited.

Copyright 2014. All rights reserved.

disclaimer

The views and comments expressed by the authors are 
not always that of the editor or publisher.

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy 
of the information in this publication, tickle the imagination 
accepts no responsibilty or liability for any errors, omissions 
or resultant consequences, including any loss or damage 
arising from reliance on information in this publication.

printing & distribution

Printed by environmentally accredited printing company, 
Scott Printing - 4 Aberdeen Street,  Perth, WA 6000 -  
ph (08) 9223 7788 - www.scott.com.au

tickle the imagination (ISSN 2201-0548) is published 
and distributed by Tanya Collier (ABN 30 587 538 671) 
ph 0412 415 196. Copyright 2014. All rights reserved.

This magazine is printed on Nordset uncoated paperstock.

Nordset is an environmentally responsible paper produced 
from FSC Mixed Sources Chain of Custody certified pulp 
from well managed forests. Nordset is Elemental Chlorine 
Free and made Carbon Neutral.

bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au

a lovely blog f il led 
with recipes and free 
decorating tutorials

RECIPES | IDEAS | INSPIRATION



http://www.bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com
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024 mega handmade giveaway 
We’ve teamed up with 8 of our favourite Australian 
designers, makers and independents to give you the 
chance to win over $500 of goodies!

048 antipodean christmas
A beautiful, Australian inspired Christmas lunch 
under the branches of Moreton Bay fig trees.

062 my creative space
Three lovely makers show us their creative space 
and share their top tips for keeping organised

076 christmas treats
Three delicious recipes submitted by readers and 
tested in the tickle kitchen

080 reindeer treats
A sweet children’s christmas eve party complete 
with reindeer food bar. 

086 random acts of kindness
With the holiday season approaching, why not put 
some time aside and turn your hand, head and 
heart towards helping those in need?   

096 natural remedies
Top tips for staying healthy during summer and 
surviving the silly season
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Succulent Wreath, tutorial 
by Fleur Envy and image by 
fACEtography
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madeit.com.au/RunWildHorses madeit.com.au/MozzieAndMac madeit.com.au/apooki

madeit.com.au/SonniLou madeit.com.au/patchworkfamilyart madeit.com.au/lolliandbean

madeit.com.au/RubysQuilts madeit.com.au/merry-go-round madeit.com.au/ShazzasKnits

THE HANDMADE MARKET  
OPEN ALL DAY EVERY DAY

Facebook.com/madeit.com.au            Twitter.com/madeit         
Pinterest.com/madeit                   Instagram.com/madeitmadeit.com.au
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Dedicated to my beautiful mum, Rita  - I miss you every day x

It’s hard to believe that it’s almost time to say 
goodbye to 2014...what an amazing year it’s been! 

Last issue I introduced the tickle ambassador 
program and it is with great delight that I now 
introduce the very first group of tickle ambassadors 
- all thirteen of them! These lovely ladies are our 
eyes and ears on the ground, in every corner of 
Australia - they have been busy introducing tickle 
to lots of new people and thinking up ways to 
share the joy of tickle!

I am so proud to share this gorgeous new issue with 
you - it is overflowing with ideas and inspiration for 
Christmas and the holidays. Special thanks to the 
tickle team for your tireless efforts throughout the 
year and to our issue 18 contributors for the lovely 
stories featured in this issue. And, of course, a HUGE 
thank you  to YOU our readers - for your ongoing 
support throughout the year. 

I wish you and yours a beautiful Christmas and a 
healthy, happy and creative New Year! I hope 
it brings you lots of wonderful opportunities and 
lovely memories.
  
Enjoy!

Tanya Collier
Editor

p.s. don’t miss your 
chance to win over 
$500 of creative 
goodies! Turn to page 
24 to find out more! 

hello!

MICHELLE OFFERMAN
children’s fashion editor
michelle offerman stylist
www.michelleofferman.com

TANIA McCARTNEY
bookshelf editor
author, editor, reviewer
www.taniamccartney.com

HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON 
craft editor + ambassador  
blossom & cat
www.blossomandcat.com.au

LINDA VANDERMEER
sweet treats editor
bubble & sweet
bubbleandsweet.blogspot.com.au

ELLE ROBERTS
business editor
business coach & marketing strategist
www.elleroberts.me

special thanks to the 
tickle team

BECK JONES
pr + ambassador
mrs jones & me
www.mrsjonesandme.biz

NATASHA HIGGINS
proofreading
proofreadingbynatasha@gmail.com

ALISHA HINDS
explore editor + ambassador
artist
www.alishahinds.com

8 tickletheimagination.com.au
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LAUREN WRIGHT
ambassador
molly and mama
www.mollyandmama.com.au

JANMAREE LOWE
ambassador
Love Handmade
www.love-handmade.com.au

ALLISON YOUNG
ambassador
allybee designs
www.allybeedesigns.com

REBECCA WADGE
ambassador
scarlet designs
madeit.com.au/scarletdesigns83

DEBORAH DAVEY
ambassador
two cheeky monkeys
madeit.com.au/TwoCheekyMonkeys

RENATA COOPER
ambassador
forming circles
www.formingcircles.com.au

KATE WATERS
ambassador
handmade cooperative
www.handmadecooperative.com.au

DENI FOWLE
ambassador
free range living
www.freerangeliving.co

SALLY WICKS & JANE EKHOLM
ambassador
sally and jane
www.sallyandjane.com.au

and I am very excited to introduce our...
tickle ambassadors!

tickle ambassadors are our eyes and ears on the 
ground - in every corner of Australia - helping 
spread the joy of tickle!

If you love tickle and would like to find out more 
about the tickle ambassador program, please visit 
www.tickletheimagination.com.au/ambassadors.php

tickletheimagination.com.au 9
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nic & mardi
Simply Sweet Soirees
www.simplysweetsoirees.com.au

shantell sheard
missy melly
www.missymelly.com

meet our issue 18 contributors

ace poon
fACEtography
www.facebook.com/facetography

jet goh
Fleur Envy
www.fleurenvy.com

Special thanks to this talented group of contributors from all over Australia who have helped bring this issue to 
life - filling the pages with gorgeous images, ideas and inspiration. tickle the imagination would not be possible 
without them! 

I invite you to support these amazing designers and makers by visiting their websites to discover more of their 
beautiful work and the stories behind their talent.

We are always on the lookout for gorgeous stories to include in future issues. If you are interested in submitting 
a story, please visit the contribute page at our website - www.tickletheimagination.com.au. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

ali judd
Fields and Skies Photography
www.fieldsandskies.com.au

deanna whyte
Deanna Whyte Photography
www.deannawhyte.com.au

natalie woods
Zinnia Floral Designs
www.zinniafloraldesigns.com.au

natalie huckerby
Petite Bijou
www.petitebijou.com.au

tania goranitis
Interior Philosophy
facebook.com/interiorphilosophyeastgippsland

http://www.mybookcorner.com.au/
http://www.aschajolie.com.au


2015 UPMARKETS
Sunday 1st March 2015 
Sunday 21st June 2015 
Sunday 13th September 2015 
Sunday 29th November 2015

10am to 4pm 

UWA Winthrop Hall

Stirling Hwy Crawley

Over 150 designers 

Pe r t h  Up m a rket  b r i n g s  t o g et h e r 
a  h a n d p i cke d  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a r t i s t s , 
d e s i g n e r s ,  s t y l i s t s ,  c r a f t s p e o p l e 
a n d  g o u r m et s  a l l  u n d e r  o n e  r o o f

Free entry and 

ATMs onsite 

www.perthupmarket.com.au
f Find us on Facebook

*

WEDDING UPMARKETS

Saturday 2nd May 2015 

Saturday 29th August 2015

10am to 3pm

UWA Winthrop Hall Undercroft

Stirling Hwy Crawley

Over 50 designers



www.formingcircles.com.au 

@FormingCircles

Creating Social & Ethical Investment Success Stories

dream big winners!

fol low Forming 
C ircles on facebook for 
business inspiration 
& more exciting 
opportunities!

congratulations to 
the winners! 

Little Moo Designs

Hammered Leatherworks

Handmade Cooperative

Thank you so much to everyone who applied  
- you were all amazing!!



complete digital collection

issues 01 - issue 18

$19.95

take tickle everywhere!

http://tickletheimagination.fetchapp.com/sell/ainaevay/ppc
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create a 
mini macrame  
hanging vase
TUTORIAL & PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN LOUISE WILKINSON BLOSSOM & CAT

Macrame has been in and out of fashion for years; this 
season it is most definitely in!

Create one for yourself for that ‘must have’ accessory for 
your home or add a sweet posy of flowers for a simple 
handmade gift.

These are so fun to make - you will be addicted in no time!
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You will need
+ Mini milk bottle (12cm) or small jar
+ 8 metres Coloured cotton cord
+ Beads (optional)
+ A ruler
+ Scissors
+ Peg
+ Flowers

1. To make a simple macrame hanger 
start by cutting 4 lengths of cord each 
measuring 2 metres. Group the cord 
together with all the ends lining up. 
Fold in half, loop and tie a firm knot. 

2. Peg the loop to a draw handle or 
hang from a hook. This will make the 
strands easier to manage while you 
separate them and tie the knots.

3. Divide the cotton cords into four lots 
of two. Take the first two strands and 
measure 25cm from the bottom of 
the loop and tie a knot. Repeat three 
times until you have a total of four 
knots.

How to make a mini macrame hanger...
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4. Lay the strands of cord flat and work from left 
to right. 

Take the right cord from the first lot of 2 strands 
and the left cord from the next. Measure 5cm 
and knot. Repeat 3 times.

5. Place the bottle inside the net to check your 
progress! At this stage you can see the net start 
to take shape!

6. Repeat step 4. You should now have 3 rows 
of knots.
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7. Gather together the last row of knots and 
hold in place with a peg.

8. Measure 4cm and tie all the cotton strands 
in a firm knot. This will form the base of the 
hanger.

Fill with flowers & give 
to someone lovely...
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Little Details. . .
Make the macrame vase holder a little bit more special by 
adding some coloured beads.

To do this, simply thread a bead though the strands of cord 
before you tie the knot. 
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Inspiration for your macrame project...
Follow the basic principles to create a macrame 
vase or pot holder any size you like. Simply increase 
the length of cord and the measurements between 
the loop and the knots. Experiment with different 
sized and shaped vessels, different cords, ropes, 
wool and twine and don’t forget to add some 
beads as a gorgeous finishing touch.

cotton cord

wood beads

wool

herbs or succulents

recycled 
tin cans

fancy glass jars

flowers

beads

twine

painted containers
terracotta pots

bottles  
& jars
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milk & cookies

above: The Chaperone

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY TALI GAL-ON MILK & COOKIES
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meet Tali...
Hi! I’m Tali, an illustrator, animator and designer from Melbourne. 

I work as a digital designer, making fun apps and games for kids. I 
also do freelance illustration, and in my own time I work on personal 
creative projects, including my shop Milk and Cookies! 

In my shop, I sell my illustrated prints, cards and paper goods. I like 
to think they are simple and quirky, with a bit of humour thrown in 
for good measure.

The name Milk and Cookies came about while I was working full-
time as a designer and illustrating at night. My blog and shop was 
my outlet for the fun things I was creating outside my job. I called it 
Milk and Cookies because it was kind of like my bread and butter, 
only better!

tools of the trade...
I like to combine traditional and digital techniques for my illustration, 
so on my desk you can always find a sketchbook, computer and 
wacom tablet.

I always start by drawing my ideas on paper, before moving on to 
the computer. It just feels more natural. But I love the freedom that 
working digitally gives me - I can experiment as much as I like and 
have the luxury of “undo”. If only other parts of life had that luxury. :)

inspired by...
All kinds of things! I love animation, especially Russian, Soviet-era  
animation, such as ‘Vinni Puh’ and ‘Hedgehog in the Fog’. 
Animation has been a huge inspiration on my creative works.

I’m also inspired by music, nerdy podcasts and the weird things 
human beings do. 

Tali in her Melbourne studio

“
”

I always start by drawing my ideas 
on paper, before moving on to the 
computer. It just feels more natural. 
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creative people
I have so many favourites - it’s impossible to list them all - so 
here’s a super short shortlist of favourites from Melbourne. I love 
the work of collage artist Paper Trumpets, the crazy nail art of 
amazing Melbourne sister duo, The Super Rad Nail Sisters, the 
beautiful, classic designs of textile designers Ink and Spindle, the 
delicate work of illustrator Anna Walker, the incredible cardboard 
sculptures of Daniel Agdag and the amazing songs of musician 
Ainslie Wills.

books
+ The Illustrator’s guide to Law and Business Practice, which is an 
AOI publication.

+ The Graphic Artists Guild Handbook: Pricing & Ethical Guidelines

+ How to be a Graphic Designer Without Losing Your Soul, and 

+ The Animator’s Survival Kit by Richard Williams, which is more of 
an animation reference book than a business one.

tali’s favourite things...

You are the icing on my Donut
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websites
+ The Design Files - hands down Australia’s best design blog.

+ humblepied.com - a site showcasing inspirational creatives 
sharing one piece of advice over video chat.

+ www.designsponge.com - they have a great Biz Ladies 
column that’s been a great source of inspiration

projects...
In my job as a digital designer, I’ve worked on lots of kids 
projects (my favourite!), including two apps for the classic 
Aussie kids show Play School. It was really cool to go behind 
the scenes of a Play School shoot at ABC studios, meet the 
amazing crew, and fulfil the dream of many kids -  meeting the 
teddies, Humpty and Jemima! They were quite down to earth 
for such famous toys. 

about owning a creative business
Every time I get an order from around the globe, I still get excited and humbled that somewhere out there, a person has 
chosen to hang my art in their home or give my cards to their friends.

Square Bear 

http://humblepied.com
http://www.designsponge.com
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other creative passions...
Yes! I may have too many creative passions and hobbies. 
Music is the big one. I play guitar and sing, and most recently 
I started learning to play the drums. It’s a revelation how fun 
they are to play! I’m addicted!

secret to success...
Everyone knows the ‘secret to success’, but somehow 
we’re all obsessed with finding ways around it. The 
‘secret’ is… work hard! And keep at it!

Every artist and creative I know that has had any degree 
of success has worked incredibly hard, and importantly, 
stuck at it for the long haul!

future plans...
Currently, I’m working on a new range of cards and 
coming up with new and non-papery products ideas to 
introduce in my shop! Stay tuned.

Find Tali online:
Portfolio: www.taligalon.com

Shop: milkandcookies.com.au

FB: www.facebook.com/milkandcookiesart

Blog: http://cookiebite.blogspot.com

Twitter @taligalon

Tree Boy



www.formingcircles.com.au 
@FormingCircles

Creating Social & Ethical Investment Success Stories

Reach high,  
for stars lie hidden 

in your soul 

Dream deep, 
for every dream 

precedes the goal
PAMELA VAULL STARR
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@tickletheimagination

@stinasstyle

@bubbleandsweet

@charlieandrosie

@allybeedesigns

@gagacouture

Upload your tickle snaps to Instagram 
with #tickletheimagination and our 
favourites will feature in the next issue!

share the  
ticklelove!

2

1

4

3

26 tickletheimagination.com.au
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Share a photo of the summer issue of 
#tickletheimagination and you could win our 
mega handmade giveaway package - valued 
at over $500!

Simply take a photo of our issue 18 cover and share it on Instagram 
with #tickletheimagination. The most creative snap will WIN our mega 
handmade giveaway package!

your prize includes:
1. Two gorgeous A4 prints of your choosing from Inaluxe.  

Value $78. www.inaluxe.com.au
2. A 5x7 print of your choosing from milk & cookies. Value $20.  

www.milkandcookies.com.au
3. Quote pendant of your choosing from Starzyia. Value $20.  

www.starzyia.com
4. A gorgeous sewing case, filled with tools and materials, designed  

to inspire young sewers from Sew Sista. Value $59.95.  
www.sewsista.com.au

5. Set of books ‘Collective Nouns’ - book 1 and 2, from Red Parka.  
Value $59.90. www.redparka.com.au

6. 4 sets of ‘blossom & cat’ earrings. Three hand painted earrings:  
I heart you, water melon, daisy and glitter cat head.  
From blossom & cat Value $58. www.blossomandcat.com.au

7. Succulent kokodema from Little Lands. Value $40.  
www.littlelands.com.au

8. ‘Bunny in Love’ ring from Fleur Envy. Value $220.  
www.fleurenvy.com

how to enter
Upload your photo with #tickletheimagination and be sure 
to follow and tag @tickletheimagination. Entries close 28th 
February 2015.

Full terms and conditions can be found at our website   
www.tickletheimagination.com.au

megahandmadegiveaway!
We’ve teamed up with eight of our favourite Australian designers and 

makers to bring you this awesome package of creative goodies - valued 
at over $500 - and one lucky tickle reader is going to win it all!

5

6

7

8

http://www.fleurenvy.com/item/Ring_Tiny_World_Bunny_in_Love/2574/pgc51
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We worked hard, and it surprised us, but 
inaluxe sustained us not only enough to get by 
financially, it rewarded us with new challenges, 
new skills and many feel good moments.

“
”
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inaluxe
meet Kristina & Jason...
Inaluxe is a small art studio consisting of Jason and myself. The story of how 
we got here goes back to 1992 when we met in art school. Jason was 
majoring in drawing and my major was painting. We connected through our 
passion for art, and as well as admiring each other’s creative style, we held 
a high regard for each other’s intellect. One thing led to another and a year 
on found us not just art buddies, but also in love.  

Since those early beginnings, we went through various professions, most 
with nothing to do with art or design, until 2006 when inaluxe was born. 
Almost by accident, it was a way for me (Kristina) to look at making a 
living from creating. At the time I was employed as a ‘work for the dole’ 
trainer teaching a small dedicated group the art and fun of sewing! It was 
incredibly rewarding and, as well as meeting some amazing people in my 
students, it also reignited my passion and confidence in doing something 
more. And so it was. The sewing machine and paints came out, and before I 
knew it there was an online store. 

During this time Jason worked at Shock Records. Aside from art, his other 
great passion is music and, as well as being described as a walking, talking 
musical encyclopaedia, his passion as a writer led him to work on many 
writing jobs. Perhaps most interesting of those is the work he did for the 
OMNI Corporation working on the sleeve notes for artists including Johnny 
Paycheck, Porter Wagoner and Dolly Parton.

In 2010 we moved from inner city Melbourne to the Grampians in Victoria. It 
was a big change for us. Inaluxe went full time, we purchased our first home, 
and we now lived in a quiet bush setting, quite unlike the hustle bustle and 
excitement of the city. It took some time to adjust, mostly little things like 
not being able to go to a chemist at 7.00pm or not having amazing Thai or 
Lebanese restaurants. We had no idea how we would manage (having left 
our full time jobs); we just knew it was something we both needed to do. We 
worked hard, and it surprised us, but inaluxe sustained us not only enough to 
get by financially, it rewarded us with new challenges, new skills and many 
feel good moments. 

WORDS & IMAGES KRISTINA SOSTARKO AND JASON ODD INALUXE
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inspired by...
Being alive and having the opportunity to see and experience 
life is inspiring. There isn’t one particular thing we could isolate as 
an inspiration.  It’s all around us. I think it’s more a case of feeling 
compelled to document those things that inspire us in a visual 
sense.  So essentially it’s a compulsion to create!  

tools of the trade...
Coming from multidisciplinary art backgrounds, we love it all. Of 
course there is a practical side to what we can do, and large 
bronze casting isn’t quite possible at this time, so many of the 
materials we love to work with are on hold for future exploration. 
We currently work with painting, illustration and drawing. The 
materials we use in our studio include gouache, acrylic, ink, pens, 
pencils, paper, brushes, linen and birch panels. 

typical week...
As there are just the two of us, we juggle and move tasks around 
as needed on a weekly basis. We don’t have a designated studio 
at this time, so home is where the studio is – for the moment.  This 
essentially means we need to be incredibly tidy and organised.  
We will do everything from paint, work on new designs, 
illustration, to printing orders, packing and shipping. We handle 
all the customer service and email enquiries, work on project 
development and licensing deals, look through contracts and do 
the bookkeeping. There is always a lot to get through.  

challenges...
Unequivocally it would be copyright infringement. It’s always 
very shocking when your attention is drawn to your artwork being 
used without your permission, and it’s an expensive experience 
having to utilise the services of a lawyer. For our own peace of 
mind, we always refer the matter to our lawyer. It’s important to 
let a professional handle such a situation, as it’s a very emotive 
and at times heartbreaking experience. This continues to be the 
biggest and hardest challenge. Having spoken to many artists 
over the years who have encountered the same problem, one 
thing we all have in common is that while it never gets easier, we 
can develop more positive strategies to reduce the impact on 
our lives and work. 

favourite things...
Creating artwork is on the top of the list. Quality control, the ability 
to choose which projects we work on, sourcing sustainable and 
environmental materials over not so ethical alternatives is also 
great. We love that we can be instrumental in a positive way 
by our day-to-day choices. Meeting amazing people from all 
walks of life through our artwork remains one of the highlights of 
what we do. Having a long lunch is also excellent, of course; the 
downside of that is sometimes you skip lunch too.  

Message No.15 is from the 
'Message In A Bottle' 
series which looks at the idea 
of a message being visual, 
rather than a literal word or 
sentence. Ideally this perspective 
encourages each person to 
interact with the work in their 
own way and therefore bring 
something personal to the 
experience.
below: ‘Message No. 15’
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at home...
We share our lives with a Chihuahua x named Kibi and a rabbit 
called Dennis Hopper. They are both girls. Dennis Hopper just 
showed up on the footpath one day and, as it was the height 
of summer, we couldn’t leave her there, so we brought her into 
the backyard, where she grazed in peace. She could have 
snuck out under any one of the boundary fences, but decided 
to hang around. Three months later, with no success in finding 
her people, and her still happily roaming in our backyard, we 
realised we now had a rabbit. Thanks to our vet, we also found 
out Dennis Hopper is actually a girl. Kibi was also a rescue pet, 
and she’s been with us for six years now and going strong. 
People think she is a puppy. She’s eight years old. 

As well as being a soft touch when it comes to animals, we have 
been enjoying slowly renovating our house and working on the 
vast garden we have, which was nothing more than grass and 
dead trees when we bought the place five years ago. We love 
all the usual things people enjoy – reading music, films, going 
out, etc. One day we plan to travel extensively. 
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“When I painted this, I was thinking about my grandmother. 
She always had an incredibly bright garden. She loved to 

collect seeds, plant bulbs, and the change in seasons always meant 
something new went into the ground and something new came out. 
It was her favourite place to be in. It was a celebration of life.” 

below: ‘Protea’

favourite people...
We absolutely love working with Earth Greetings. 
We’ve been designing and collaborating with them 
coming up on four years now, and it’s such a pleasure 
to see our designs on products that are manufactured 
ethically, carbon neutral, and made in Australia. 
There’s so much to love about working with them.  

We also have Jen Clark Design in Fitzroy, Melbourne, 
working on making us a new website, and it’s very 
exciting to have a talented group of people who are 
passionate, and exceptionally skilled doing this for us.  
(Insert excited hands!) 

As well as Earth Greetings, we’ve worked with people 
from all over the world,  and each one has been 
rewarding for different reasons. We’ve designed for 
companies like Kate Spade New York, Blue Q, IKEA, 
John Lewis, Think Rugs and Art Press. Each one of 
these collaborations helped us in developing our skills 
in different ways. It’s terrifying when you first look at a 
table lamp template or a sock template and wonder 
how in the world this will work. There are technical 
thread, colour and weave constraints, but before 
you know it, you’ve designed a sock. That’s a great 
feeling. 
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secret of success...
Success is very much about creating the art work we love. 
It’s important to maintain our vision and passion. I think as 
artists, our process is very much an intuitive one, and the 
designs unfold during the creative process. And while money 
is instrumental in feeding ourselves, it’s not how we measure 
success. So, essentially the secret of success is to stick to 
your guns, and push those ideas you have in your head, no 
matter how many people will tell you it is daggy, not on trend, 
impossible to market or sell, etc. 

We get a lot of emails from people asking how they can 
make money and how we do it and what advice we have. 
Every time I tell people to have the courage to pursue what 
they love. The worst thing that will happen is you fail. When 
inaluxe started in 2006, I started with making dresses from 
vintage fabrics, as well as a few art works, but it was primarily 
more a sewing experience. We lost over $20,000 dollars in the 
first year, and we were so poor I had to go back to full time 
work so we had a roof over our heads. I don’t regret it – there 
were some very valuable lessons in that. Things changed 
when we moved here and took the business full time in 
2010. There were no more dresses - just a lot of art work. So 
essentially, success is a bumpy road sometimes, but without 
mistakes, we can’t always learn.  

future plans...
More prints, paintings, designs and textiles. Dedicating more 
time to the studio and product development.  One of these 
days we’d love to create a sculpture park, and we are 
currently working towards exhibiting our work in the not too 
distant future. 

find inaluxe online...
www.inaluxe.com

www.facebook.com/inaluxe

www.instagram.com/inaluxe

“Thanks to science we now know 
that plants communicate with one 
another. It's quite amazing when 
you think about it... and so, here 
is a garden party. Complete with 
chitter chatter. What is your 
garden up to today?”
below: ‘Garden Party’
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above ‘Atmosphere’ 
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succulent wreath

Succulents are beautiful plants and full of 

character. They require little maintenance 

and are very popular nowadays. Succulents 

add a splash of vibrant colors to your home 

and lift the mood, setting the scene for the 

festive season!

TUTORIAL BY JET GOH OF FLEUR ENVY | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ACE POON
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you will need...
+ An assortment of succulent 

cuttings 

+ Fresh vines or creepers 

+ Sphagnum moss 

+ Wreath base (from Spotlight) 

+ Twine 

+ Hairpins 

+ Pen

Spring and summer are the best time to prune your 

succulents. You can remove the offsets from the parent 

plants or obtain succulent cuttings from your plants. It is 

important to leave your succulent cuttings in a dry place 

away from direct sunlight for 2-7 days. This process 

allows the callus to form at the bottom of the stem, 

preventing the cutting from decaying. Roots will slowly 

appear from the stems thereafter.
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1Trim each succulent cutting to an 
appropriate size that best fits your 

wreath. Then leave your succulent cuttings 
for 2-7 days as mentioned earlier.

2Gently peel off the dried or unsightly 
leaves from your plants.

4Gently squeeze the water from 
the sphagnum moss and place a 

generous layer atop the wreath base.

3Immerse the sphagnum moss in a 
bowl of water for 5 to 10 minutes.

5Stop when you have covered 2/3 of 
the wreath base with a layer of the 

sphagnum moss.
6Randomly coil the vines around the 

moss-covered portion of the wreath 
base. Secure the ends of the vines 
by inserting them into the wreath or 
underneath other vines.

7Overlap the vines such that the layer of 
sphagnum moss is tightly secured onto 

the wreath base.
8The wreath is now ready to be 

decorated with the succulent cuttings. 9Insert a pen into the sphagnum moss to 
make a hole for inserting the succulent 

cutting.
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10Insert the succulent cutting into the 
hole.

12Continue until you have the 
sphagnum moss-covered portion of 

the wreath now filled with succulents.

13The wreath is now completed. You 
may wish to tie a piece of twine 

to hang it on the wall or decorate it with 
ribbons.

11If the stem of the succulent cutting 
is too short, use a hairpin to secure it 

onto the wreath.
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Your succulent wreath is alive and will continue 
to grow. You will need to water them lightly 

every 1-2 weeks.
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FLEUR ENVY
Two hours south of Perth is the lovely 
beachside town of Bunbury. If you 
wander down to the bay while you 
are there, you will discover the hidden 
treasure that is Fleur Envy. Owner Jet 
Goh has created a beautiful space filled 
with creations and collaborations from 
local makers. We chat with Jet about 
her shop, what inspires her and what the 
future holds...
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Tell us a little about yourself and fleur envy...

Childhood was fun, loving, mingled with 
many wonderful moments with mom and 
sister working on our crafty little projects. 
From the doodling of lovable animal themed 
birthday cards to fabricating those lush pink 
cheerleading pom poms, it was during this 
vivid and innocent stage of life, when the 
seed of love for handmade was planted in 
this tender heart of mine.

Walking the less travelled path was a natural 
choice for me, for I started questioning the 
purpose of my life after spending a couple of 
years in the corporate world. I took a leap of 
faith and plunged deep into this whirlpool of 
handmade. Fleur Envy was hence founded. 
With much devotion and dedication, the 
seedling within me sprouted and began to 
germinate in my tiny bedroom. 

I am often fascinated by the wonders and 
beauty of nature and I have been a huge 
fan of flowers for as long as I can remember. 
“Fleur Envy” was the first name that pops in 
my mind as “Fleur” means flowers in French 
and well, obviously I envy the lustrous beauty 
of the blooms. I have since been waiting for 
my seedling, Fleur Envy, to germinate and 
blossom.

Who and what inspires you?

My mom has been my inspiration since 
childhood and I was strongly influenced 
by her passion for the arts and crafts. I am 
very fortunate to have inherited some of her 
artistic flairs. Our common passion is one of 
the main reasons for our close-knit relationship 
and I am flattered to have her work in my 
boutique. My mom has always been the 
creative, understanding and supportive 
figure I look up to in my life. Mother Nature 
is my other inspiration. I love what she has 
to offer and cannot imagine anything more 
astounding, alluring and mysterious. There’s 
something new I learn about her every day. 
These amazing discoveries often translate into 
bits and pieces of my creations.

Creative passions

I love to do a bit of everything and anything 
I deem creative or interesting. I guess I crave 
for the satisfaction upon accomplishing a 
task that meets or exceeds my expectation. 
I enjoy creating beautiful things and I love to 
work with my hands. Jewellery design and 
fabrication remain as my heart beat but I 
am also immensely passionate about interior 
design, web design, graphics illustrations, floral 
arrangement, styling and photography. When 
I need a break from my work, I love to snuggle 
on my couch with a good book or craft 
magazine or doodle and paint the wild flowers 
or fruits that I picked during the late evening 
walks with my golden retrievers.

How do you spend your days?

I love to start my day by sharing an 
inspirational quote on the Fleur Envy Facebook 
page followed by replying to emails and texts 
over a cup of morning tea. Shortly after having 
my homemade breakfast, I will enjoy an hour 
of gardening in the warmth of the gentle 
morning sun. I am extremely passionate about 
succulents and have them filled to the brim in 
my modest little garden. Lately, I am sharing 
these beautiful plants in Fleur Envy boutique 
and I am very thankful that they are extremely 
well received. Late morning, I will head to the 
boutique, bursting with excitement to share 
new products or collections with our regulars 
and meet some wonderful people who visit 
our studio boutique. Some of our customers 
come all the way from the other side of 
the country! It is just wonderful to know that 
someone loves and supports your work. 

It is a blessing that Fleur Envy studio boutique 
resides alongside a spectacular bay in 
Bunbury, home to numerous dolphins. My 
hubby and I love to stroll along the bay during 
lunch breaks, hoping to chance upon some 
wild dolphins swimming in the bay. A cup of 
latte at the café by the bay while enjoying the 
breeze and magnificent view will be the treat 
of the day. After lunch, I will craft jewellery 
or headpieces in the studio to fulfil online or 
custom orders and have them beautifully 
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packaged for shipping. I am fortunate to 
have my talented assistants assisting with the 
fabrication and packaging. In the evening, 
I will close the boutique for the day and end 
my work day with a visit to the post office, 
dropping off the packages in the mail. 

Of course, any business owner would know 
that there isn’t always a routine and more 
often than not, we have to be all over the 
place, getting things done. Nonetheless, I 
love the occasional breaks from my routine 
just as much - spending a day or two 
sourcing for bespoke handmade products 
at the local markets or trade shows, meeting 
other amazing crafters over a cup of coffee 
to discuss our future collaborations, having a 
quiet afternoon painting for the next project 
or leisurely gardening and potting up more 
plants for the boutique.        

What challenges have you faced in growing 
your creative business?

There are just too many challenges I have 
encountered over the years, be it big or 
small, and I am expecting heaps more along 
the way. It is a blessing that I am never a 
person who dwells in unpleasant memories 
or perhaps I am just too forgetful. Challenges 
mould me into who I am today; hence I am 
thankful for them. 

Constantly remind yourself to be kind, stay 
positive and don’t lose your cool, even in 
the toughest times. Everything will pass, be it 
good or bad, hence do not dwell in the past, 
live the present moment and embrace the 
future – littered with lots more challenges.

What has been your greatest success in 
business and what do you consider the 
secret to success?

My greatest success in business is to be able 
to do what I love and finding a meaning 
in what I do. I am very fortunate to be 
able to make a living from doing what I 

am passionate about and having a very 
supportive and understanding hubby 
who stands by what I believe. It is also a 
blessing to meet and collaborate with 
creative like-minded people in fabricating 
bespoke products for a wonderful group 
of handmade supporters and enthusiasts. I 
adore the fact that I can play a tiny role in 
promoting handmade in this modern and 
fast paced society. As most products are 
manufactured by enormous and faceless 
companies, it is my wish for Fleur Envy to 
maintain close relationships with all our 
lovely customers and accommodate their 
individual needs. We believe that there is 
a story behind each beautiful, perfectly 
imperfect handmade product. These 
inspiring stories of the creative crafters will 
connect us to one another as a human race. 

In my humble opinion, the keys to success 
are: to possess a positive and never-say-
die attitude, hard work, hard work, hard 
work (yes, multiple times) and of course, an 
element of luck would be the icing on the 
cake.

What are your favourite things about owning 
a creative business?

Being a creative person, owning a creative 
business means I do not have to work 
another day in my life. I love the process of 
wearing multiple hats and doing different 
things all the time. From designing Fleur 
Envy jewellery to constructing the display 
shelves for the boutique, from developing 
Fleur Envy website to handling an advertising 
postcard to a passer-by, I feel extremely 
satisfied to learn something new and enjoy 
doing something different. I believe that the 
element of unpredictability in business has 
injected much excitement in my life and 
taught me many invaluable lessons. Any 
challenge you overcome makes you wiser 
and stronger as an individual. 
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What’s next for fleur envy?

This November, Fleur Envy launched our artisan made, Four 
Seasons fragrance collection. This collection has been highly 
influenced by my oriental background and strongly inspired 
by the Chinese art known as “Four Gentlemen” or “Four Noble 
Ones”, with each noble one represented by a flower. Each 
flower also coincides with a season, namely Peony for Spring, 
Lotus for Summer, Chrysanthemum for Autumn and Plum 
Blossom for Winter, and symbolises some esteemed characters 
and morals. 

I have done paintings of the four flowers as packaging labels, 
experimented and picked the fragrance mixtures for each 
season as well as worked on the packaging and design for 
the Four Seasons fragrance collection. In this project, Fleur 
Envy also collaborates with two local handmade businesses 
- Cinque Candles, for the production of the scented candles 
and fragrances, and Bron’s Ceramics, for the sculpturing 
and painting of creamic floral diffusers. Each fragrance is 

available in melts, candles and fragrance diffusers. This creative 
collaboration has resulted in an amazing and refreshing 
fragrance collection, proudly made by the locals and hopefully 
loved by the locals too. 

In 2015, Fleur Envy will launch a collection of paper and textile 
goods and will be involved in a couple of charitable projects. 
Fleur Envy hopes to continue collaborating with local talents 
to design and fabricate more remarkable products under 
Fleur Envy’s canopy, making this home-grown label proudly 
Australian made and owned. 

find fleur envy...
Website: www.fleurenvy.com
Blog: www.fleurenvy.blogspot.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fleurenvy
Instagram: Fleur_Envy
Unit 4/7 Jetty Road, Bunbury, WA 
(Opens daily 10am-5pm)

Follow our facebook page to get 
daily inspirations, shop updates, 
new product releases, promotions, 
events, workshops, tutorials, etc. 

10% off 
for tickle 
readers! 
Code - TickleFleurEnvy.

Available online or in store  
at Fleur Envy! 

OFFER ENDS 28TH  
FEBRUARY 2015
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vanilla cookies - base recipe

(Makes 40 cookies)

ingredients
+ 250 grams unsalted butter (softened to room temperature)

+ 2 cups plain flour

+ 1 cup icing sugar sifted (or icing sugar mixture)

+ 1/2 tsp salt
+ 2 tsp vanilla extract

directions
1. Line two trays with baking paper.

2. Preheat oven to 160 C (fan forced)

3. Place all ingredients in a bowl and mix until combined.

4. Roll tablespoons of mixture into a ball, flatten, and place on 

prepared trays.

5. Bake for 18 - 20 minutes or until the cookies start to turn golden.

6. Use a spatula to remove from trays after 5 minutes and place on 

a wire rack to cool completely.

tip Recipe can easily be halved, doubled or quadrupled to suit 

your needs.

cookie swap
FOR CHRISTMAS
RECIPES & PHOTOGRAPHY BY LINDA VANDERMEER | BUBBLE & SWEET

This time of year it’s easy to get so worked up and busy, trying to 
find that perfect something, we forget that the simple pleasure of 
time spent with our friends and family is often the most precious 
gift of all.

As our lives become more hectic I make a special effort to slow down and take time to share the joy of baking with my kids.

It's the perfect time to invite over some guests and have a cookie swap. Everyone bakes up a big batch of cookies, gathers 
around, divvies up the cookies and at the end you have a jar filled with a variety of cookies to enjoy, lovely memories and if 
you’re lucky a few more tried and tested, favourite cookie recipes.

I'm sharing this simple vanilla cookie recipe which can easily be fancied up with a few extra ingredients. I have to admit my 
favourite is the chocolate variation but my kids love the vanilla sprinkle which just goes to show that this versatile recipe is a 
great standby to have on hand. 
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chocolate

extra ingredients 
+ 1/3 cup cocoa
+ 40 pieces of chocolate (approx 125g Nestle dark melts)

At step 3, add 1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder. At step 5, 
bake for 17 minutes, remove cookies from oven, press a chocolate 
melt into the top of each cookie, return to oven and cook for a 
further 3 minutes.

jam thumbprint

extra ingredients 
+ 1/2 cup jam

At step 4, after flattening the cookie, press your thumb into the 
middle of the cookie to make an indent and place 1/4 to 1/2 tsp 
of jam in the indent.

cinnamon sugar

extra ingredients 
+ 1/2 cup sugar 
+ 2 tsp cinnamon

Mix the sugar and cinnamon together and place in a shallow 
bowl,.At step 4, roll the cookies in cinnamon sugar before 
flattening and placing on the tray to bake.

vanilla sprinkle 

extra ingredients  
+ 1 cup hundred and thousand sprinkles 
+ 80g unsalted butter
+ 2 cups icing sugar
+ 1 tsp vanilla extract
+ 1 - 2 tbsp milk 

Place the sprinkles in a shallow bowl. At step 4, roll the cookies 
in the sprinkles and flatten. Press your thumb in the middle of the 
cookie to make an indent before placing on the tray to bake. 
After the cookies have cooled, mix together the butter, icing 
sugar, vanilla and 1 tbsp milk until smooth and well combined. If 
necessary add more milk if the mixture is too stiff to pipe. Place the 
mixture into a piping bag with a star tip and pipe a small amount 
of vanilla frosting on each cookie.

recipe variations

*
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nutella thumbprint 

extra ingredients 
+ 1/2 cup chocolate sprinkles
+ 1/2 cup Nutella

At step 4, after flattening the cookie, press your thumb into 
the middle of the cookie to make an indent. Place the 
chocolate sprinkles into a shallow bowl and roll the sides of 
the cookie in the chocolate sprinkles before placing on the 
tray to bake. At step 6, before the cookies cool, spoon 1/4 to 
1/2 tsp of Nutella into the indent in the middle of the cookie. 
Allow cookie to cool. * this is quite a gooey cookie but deli-
cious. After a few hours the nutella will set a little harder.

If you have the time, collating all the cookie 
recipes together with a few pictures of the 
swap party is a fabulous keepsake to send out 
to all the attendees afterwards.
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antipodean
         C H R I S T M A S

PHOTOGRAPHY DEANNA WHYTE PHOTOGRAPHY | CONCEPT TANYA COLLIER
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I can’t imagine a lovelier way to spend Christmas day than relaxing with 
family and friends under the branches of beautiful Moreton Bay Fig trees. 

I feel so lucky to call Australia home, and for this concept shoot my aim 
was to create a distinctly Australian feel, reminiscent of my childhood 
Christmases - warm, casual, playful and surrounded by family and friends. 
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THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Bouquets Zinnia Floral Designs, Vintage Table, Chairs And Mason Jar Drinking Glasses 
Her Handpicked Harvest, Fabric Circles & Squares, Oriental Filligree and Hessian All By Florence Broadhurst 
-  Signature Prints, Teepee, Cushions, Stockings and Bunting Petite Bijou, Gourmet Baguettes Cookie Dough 
Biscuit Store, Santa Key Made With Love 

For contact details please visit the designer & maker directory at the end of the magazine.
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styling 
Gorgeous bouquets by Zinnia Floral Designs sit atop a lovely weathered plank of wood to 
create a simple but stunning centrepiece.

Inspired by the Florence Broadhurst wallpaper and fabric that feature in the shoot, 
the colour palette was an assortment of yellows and greys which worked beautifully 
surrounded by the greens of nature. Vintage furniture and props from Her Handpicked 
Harvest added to the relaxed, rustic feel.
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THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Napkin Oriental Filligree In Reverse by Florence Broadhurst - Signature Prints, Bouquets Zinnia Floral Design, Mason Jar Drinking Glasses, Vintage Boxes, Chair And Mason Jar Drink Dispenser Her Handpicked Harvest, Gourmet Baguettes Cookie Dough Biscuit Store
For contact details please visit the designer & maker directory at the end of the magazine.

spot of lunch 
A simple menu of gourmet baguettes, quiche and rustic bread with 
cheese & pickles is perfect for a summer Christmas lunch.
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THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Wallpaper & Fabric Cockatoos and Oriental Filigree In Reverse By 

Florence Broadhurst - Signature Prints, Bouquets Zinnia Floral Design, Macarons Le Petite 

Macaron, Dove Grey Ceramic Bowl Patricia Fernandes, Vintage Boxes, Chair And Mason 

Jar Drink Dispenser Her Handpicked Harvest, Cookies Cookie Dough Biscuit Store

For contact details please visit the designer & maker directory at the end of the magazine.

something sweet 
A backdrop of gorgeous Florence Broadhurst wallpaper sets the scene 

for our dessert bar - filled with childhood favourites such as homebaked 

banana bread and lemon slice.
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the occasion... 
Christmas is a wonderful excuse to dress up, and beautiful 
outfits only add to the sense of occasion.

Stella is dressed in a gorgeous Little Chiyo tutu and leotard, 
along with head dress by Joe Joe & the Teddy Bear.
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THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Teepee, Cushions, Bunting, Ottoman and Stockings Petite Bijou, Fabric Circles & Squares, Oriental Filligree And Hessian all by Florence Broadhurst -  Signature Prints, Santa Key Made With Love, Vintage Chairs Her Handpicked Harvest, Feather Head Dress Joe Joe And The Teddy Bear, Tutu & Leotard Little Chiyo, Macarons Le Petite Macaron
For contact details please visit the designer & maker directory at the end of the magazine.

play... 
Beautiful Petite Bijou teepee, bunting and cushions create a play area for 
the children which is sure to provide hours of fun and imaginative play.
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christmas 
wish list
Editor Tanya Collier shares her Christmas wish list of 
creations from Australian designers and makers.

love!
Truth be told, I already own this gorgeous 
clutch... I just couldn’t wait! But, you could 
choose any of the Sally and Jane range 
of clutches or purses for me and I would 
be a happy girl this Christmas! Created 
using scrumptious fabrics, each clutch is 
handcrafted in the Sally and Jane Melbourne 
studio.

www.sallyandjane.com.au

58 tickletheimagination.com.au



tickletheimagination.com.au 59

just stitch it
It’s no secret; I’m a diy girl. So when I spotted the Just Stitch 
It kits from Hammered Leatherworks, they went straight onto 
my Christmas wish list! 

Hammered Leatherworks Just Stitch It kits are created in 
Perth and include everything you need! The leather, thread, 
needles and any hardware that requires special equipment 
is already set for you. Just break open the box and enjoy the 
pleasure of working with leather.

www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au fruitilicious!
delicious, hand painted, fruit inspired 
earrings from Blossom + Cat. Available in 
strawberries, watermelons and pineapples!

www.blossomandcat.com.au

pina colada
marjorie’s very own brooch, drawn by marjorie, designed locally 
and cut in Australia. Just under 7cm in height, this pineapple 
brooch is cut from wood and varnished so it’s natural colours shine 
through. It has a brooch pin on the back with a safety catch. Wear 
it on your shirt, your bag, your hat, or wherever takes your fancy.

www.marjoriehandmade.com

snowflakes
These cute snowflake ornaments feature an 
upcycled crochet doily woven within a frame 
of natural wood. Just like a real snowflake, no 
two ornaments are the same. They make great 
stocking fillers or tree trimmings and are all 
handmade by Nadine in the Spiritfire Designs 
studio in Brisbane, Australia.

www.spiritfiredesigns.com

heaven scent
Gorgeous geometric jar candles from Violet + 
Rose. Shown here in Flamingo Pink (Violet & Lime 
scented) and Mint Green (French Pear scented), 
they also come in an Indigo Blue which is 
Cinnamon, Nutmeg & Ginger scented.  Available 
online from www.violetandrose.bigcartel.com
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Fabrics featured (from left to right): Liberty Tana Lawn in Pereira, Ciara & Mitsi designs.  
Available from The Strawberry Thief www.thestrawberrythief.com.au
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long stockings
L I B E R T Y

you will need...
 + 1 fat quarter patterned fabric

 + 1 fat eighth solid colour fabric

 + 30cm calico for lining (150wide)

 + fabric scraps for details

 + coordinating thread

 + sewing machine

 + pins

download the pattern  
at the tickle website...
www.tickletheimagination.com.au/create.php

note: includes 10mm seam allowance throughout, 

unless otherwise stated

Create lovely, long, whimsical 
stockings for Christmas - perfect for 

filling with little goodies & gifts! 

TUTORIAL AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY TANYA COLLIER
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 liberty tana lawn stockists...
+ The Strawberry Thief www.thestrawberrythief.com.au

+ Materialise 2/51 Aberdare Rd Nedlands WA (08)93882858

+ Carols of Midland 47 Farral Rd , Midvale WA (08)9250 2722

+ No Chintz 449a Darling St, Balmain, NSW (02)9810 0078
            509 Willoughby Rd, Willoughby NSW (02)9958 0257  
            153 Woollahra Rd, Woollahra,NSW (02)9386 4800

+ Ava & Neve www.avaandneve.com.au

+ My Patch 42 Watson St, Milton, NSW (02)4455 4087

+ Gypsy Mercer www.facebook.com/gypsy.mercer.net.au

cut 
LINING cut two stocking linings from the calico

STOCKING BODY cut two stocking bodies from the patterned 
fabric. 

HEELS AND TOES Cut two heels and two toes from your solid 
coloured fabric

CUFF place pattern piece on the fold as indicated on the 
pattern and cut one cuff. 

HANGING LOOP cut one hanging loop from the patterned fabric

make
LINING with right sides facing, stitch together, leaving the top 
open. Finish edges with zig zag or overlocker. Set aside.

CUFF open out the cuff piece and, with with wrong sides facing, 
fold in half in the opposite direction so you have a longer, 
narrower strip. Iron fold in place.        Open again and fold in the 
opposite direction with right sides facing and stitch along the 
edge to make a cylinder.        Set aside.

HANGING LOOP with right sides facing, fold the fabric for the 
hanging loop in half lengthways to make a long narrow strip. 
Sew a 5mm seam across the top and down the side leaving the 
bottom open, then turn it right side out out (a knitting needle 
helps). Iron and topstitch for a neat finish. Set aside.

HEELS AND TOES Attach toes and heels to each stocking body. 

Finish edges with zig zag or overlocker. Snip seam around curves 
and corners to allow seams to sit flat. Press seams. If you would 
like to add top stitching or a monogram circle, now is the time to 
add those details.

tip a small snip into the ‘v’ of the heel section of the stocking 
body will make it easier to attach the heel. 

STOCKING BODY Place front and back panels right sides facing 
and stitch together, leaving the top open. 

Slip your arm into the stocking body until your fingers reach the 
toe section. Grab the toe of the lining, and pull it into place as 
you turn the stocking body right side out. Adjust to sit nicely, then 
iron. Stitch the stocking and lining together around top edge.

ATTACH THE CUFF AND LOOP Fold the hanging loop in half so 
the ends meet and tack in place to one side of the back seam 
of the stocking body. If you are adding a tassel, now is the time 
to tack this in place also.       With right sides facing, slip the cuff 
over the stocking and stitch in place along top edge.        Finish 
with zig zag or overlocker. Turn cuff right side out, then fold 
inwards along the ironed fold line. Fold a small hem and hand 
stitch in place to cover exposed seams.

HANG & FILL WITH GOODIES!

fold & 
iron

a b

cut on the fold

a

b

c d e

c
d

e
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+ heel and toe 
topstitch the heel and toe seams for added 

interest 

+ fabric tassels
create cute fabric tassels using fabric strips 

and ric rac

+ monogram
a sweet & simple hand stitched monogram 

personalises the stocking for someone 

special

+ pom pom trim
pom pom trim adds an extra element of fun!

turn the page to 
take a peek into the 

creative space of Liberty 
Tana Lawn wholesaler, 
Robyn Shapiro of The 

Strawberry Thief!

Fabrics featured: Liberty Tana Lawn in Ciara & Mitsi designs.  
Available from The Strawberry Thief www.thestrawberrythief.com.au

little details...
Make your stocking unique by adding  

a little detail or two...
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my creative space
three crafty ladies take us for a tour of their creative 
space and share their top tips for keeping it organised.

Get your chores 
done, and reward 

yourself with 
creative time

who creates here?
Robyn Shapiro of The Strawberry Thief

what is created here?
This space is primarily used as a dispatch wharehouse to send 
fabrics off to all my online store customers, and also all my 
wholesale customers.

I also have it set up as a creative studio space , where I can 
create quilts and various crafts using the amazing Liberty 
Tana Lawn.

about my creative space...
I feel truly blessed to have a space where I can combine my 
work and my love of quilting and craft.

It is sometimes quiet and reflective, but i also have days 
where I blast 80’s pop and bolt fabrics for my gorgeous 
customers!

top tips for keeping organised
A place for everything and everything in its place. Find a 
system that works for you, and work at it. A little a day keeps 
the chaos away.

I use well labelled cardboard boxes for everything, and 
certain days for certain chores. Monday - paying bills, 
Tuesday - filing, etc.

Get your chores done, and reward yourself with creative time

my wish for 2015...
World peace?

To spread the love of Liberty Tana Lawn across Australia, and 
the world!! Liberty for all!!

www.thestrawberrythief.com.au 
For Liberty Tana Lawn wholesale enquiries - please contact 
Robyn - ph 0400 933 902 | robyn@thestrawberrythief.com.au
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who creates here? 
Mekaela from Ruby & Belle

what is created here?
My passion for sewing, knitting and craft started at an 
early age. I would sit on my mum's knee at the sewing 
machine and watch  her sew. Then with needle and 
thread I would make clothes for my dolls and hand 
made gifts for family and friends.

My passion for sewing, fabrics and handmade only 
increased as I got older. I completed a TAFE course 
after school in Fashion Technology, and after a couple 
of years travelling I studied Fashion and Textile Design at 
UTS and later opened a bridal boutique on the Northern 
Beaches in Sydney.

After marrying and having my first child I decided 
I wanted to be at home with my kids. I still needed 
to have a creative outlet so began selling some 
handmade things at the markets with a friend. We 

It’s a place that I love to be and that 
inspires me to keep it tidy and organised 
and, most importantly, productive.

moved to Brisbane six years ago and that’s when Ruby 
& Belle evolved. I now have my home studio at our new 
house and my little hobby has turned into a  business 
with handmade dolls, homewares, hanging birdcages 
and clothing.

my creative space...
I am not a naturally organised person; I don't think many 
creative people are. So, for me, having everything 
organised and easily accessible is very important to 
keep things running smoothly. I love Ikea for storage. My 
studio walls are lined with their open shelving and filled 
with clear boxes so I can see where everything is.

I have things I use at the machine within hands reach as 
I find I am more likely to put things back.

I think it is important to think about how your space 
needs to work for you.

I have a big pattern table in the middle of the room to 
free up the walls for storage. It is made from Ikea kitchen 
cabinets and bench tops. They are inexpensive and 
the perfect height for standing at. A good size sewing 
bench was a must. I have moved things around  several 
times and now have finally found the perfect set up.

I try to leave 10 - 15 minutes after working just to tidy up.

I love to surround myself with beautiful and inspirational 
things and have decorated in my favourite colours.

It's a place that I love to be and that inspires me to keep 
it tidy and organised and, most importantly, productive.

my wish for 2015...
The handmade aspect of my business is very important 
to me. I would love to continue to grow Ruby & Belle but 
maintain that quality.

www.rubyandbelle.com.au
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above and bottom left: images courtesy of Nezuki.com

free 
K Gets Organised 

gift wrap for tickle 
subscribers!

turn the page to 
find out more!
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The more you know about how you work best, 
the more functional you can make your space 
and the more productive you can be! 

who creates here?
Kelsie White from K Gets Organised.

what is created here?
K Gets Organised is a little bit paper, a little bit colour and a 
whole lot of lists. KGO is all about strategies and systems that I 
use to help me organise my time effectively - things that aim to 
help others too. We create hand painted notebooks, notepads, 
gift wrap and greeting cards.

top tips for keeping organised...
Firstly, know your strengths. If you love to work looking out of a 
window - position your desk accordingly. If you hate being in a 
dark room - light your space accordingly. The more you know 
about how you work best, the more functional you can make 
your space and the more productive you can be! Secondly - 
become a minimalist. Keep things you need and regularly clean 
out things that haven’t been touched in the last six months or 
give away items you don’t need anymore. Lastly, write it down. 
Whether you make a reminder in your calendar or use a formal 
to do list or a bullet list journal - write it down in a centralised 
notebook/list/phone and ensure you revise that list as you go - I 
like to re-write every morning and every evening.

my wish for 2015...
To become sustainable. My little business is just growing up 
and finding its feet so I’m hoping over the next year it starts to 
become a little bit bigger in a meaningful way - I don’t want to 
grow too quickly or too slowly. I also want to keep creating new 
products and take my little paper goodies to trade shows across 
Australia (with the aim of hitting the biggest stationery show in 
the world in New York in 2016).

www.kgetsorganised.com.au
In WA you can find me at Remedy stores in both  
Leederville and Fremantle. You can also find my online at  
www.kgetsorganised.bigcartel.com 

top: Kelsie in her studio (image courtesy of The Silver Lining blog)

bottom: delicious gift wrap, designed by Kelsie.



70 tickletheimagination.com.au

free gift!
receive two 

K Gets Organised 
gift wraps when you 

subscribe!

*
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
SAVE & RECEIVE A GIFT!

+ Receive 4 issues for only $49, saving 
you 18% off the regular cover price

+ Never miss an issue
+ Free delivery* to your home or office
+ PLUS receive a gift!

 free gift+4 issues

Subscribe to  
tickle the 
imagination 
magazine today  
and receive two 
lovely A3 gift wraps.
HURRY! OFFER ENDS FEB 28, 2015

1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION

Subscribe today at www.tickletheimagination.com.au/subscribe
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*INCLUDES DELIVERY TO AUSTRALIAN ADDRESSES ONLY.  POSTAGE CHARGES APPLY FOR INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
NOT TO BE USED IN CONJUCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS.

Subscribe to tickle the imagination magazine before February 28, 
2015 and you will receive two gorgeous A3 gift wraps from  

K Gets Organised with your first delivery! 

Use your wrap for gifts, frame them for decoration or use for craft projects!

= $49
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this page: Pink and Grey Little Bird Pinafore 
Ted and Toot www.tedandtoot.com.au

summer 
wardrobe
COMPILED BY TANYA COLLIER

looking for something pretty 

to wear for the holidays?

this collection of gorgeous 

clothing and accessories, 

from Australian designers 

and makers, is sure to add 

a little sparkle to your 

wardrobe this summer!
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going dotty
Pretty handmade Polymer Clay and 
Sterling Silver Studs approx 10mm rrp 
$24.00 by Just Dot www.justdot.com.au

peach & gold
delicious gold flakes, set in a pretty 
peach resin bangle. Handcrafted by 
Glass Rainbows. FInd them online at 
www.madeit.com.au/glassrainbows.

Lisa B jewellery, unique handcrafted jewellery, 
utilising semi-precious stone and metals.

Inspired by a love of the ocean and the colours 
of nature with a boho/indie style.

www.lisabjewellery.com.au

summer sparkle

time to sparkle...

something special 
This Vintage Lemonade Stand Dress is beyond 
gorgeous! Handmade by Oh Veronica in 
Adeliaide. www.ohveronica.com.au

swarovski 
Custom made earrings featuring 
Swarovski crystal pearls, 

Swarovski crystal rondelles and 
Swarovski crystal bicone beads on 

14kt gold-filled focal piece with 14kt 
gold-filled ear wires and findings. rrp $44
www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au
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baby steps...
TOP ROW (l-r): Summer Love Playsuit Coco and Moose, Peach Triangle baby shoes and bandanna bib gift set Teddy 

& I, Party dress Little Chicken Handmade, MIDDLE ROW (l-r): Christmas Candy 'Lil Skirt Ana, ma Petit Tresor, Ruffle 
Set Little Chicken Handmade, Faraway Tree bear The Faraway Tree, BOTTOM ROW (l-r): Louie dress Apple&Soda, 

Rainbow Silicone Teething Necklace Harlequin Fox, Baby girl summer romper Bubby Makes Three

For contact details please visit the designer & maker directory at the end of the magazine.
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for the boys...

bow tie 
An essential addition to every dapper young man’s wardrobe! 
Six fabric choices, will fit ages 3 to 10. $12.00 each. Handmade 
in Sydney by Hot Fudge. www.madeit.com.au/HotFudge 

tee-rific
Cupcake Moose & Beach Ball 
Quokkas - two gorgeous t-shirt designs 
for babies and kids. Sizes 6 months to 6 
years. Hand printed in Perth by
Iggy Little www.iggy.com.au

Simple, cute and fun, these shorts are made for 
PLAY! Made from sturdy cotton drill, featuring a 
geometric print in sunny yellow. Mozzie & Mac
www.madeit.com.au/mozzieandmac

funky fedora
Funky, fun and absolutely cute is our Orange Geometric 
Fedora Hat. The fedora fits a head 50cm - 52cm. Created by 
Pollykinz Designs in Orange, NSW. www.pollykinzdesigns.com.au

boys playtime shorts

blast off! 

This rocket shaped pendant is perfect for your 
space loving guy. The space ship measures 
40mm and comes on an 18inch black rubber 
necklace. Made by hand in Perth by Resinating. 
Say hello at www.facebook.com/Resinating 
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Molly and Mama’s 'Percy Pineapple' 
is available as an applique template 
pattern from One Thimble  
www.onethimble.com.au, and can 
also be custom made as a t-shirt for 
boys and girls by Molly and Mama 
www.MollyandMama.com.au

pineapple-tastic! 
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cheat’s cinnamon  ice cream... 
Leave icecream out to 

soften then stir through 
2 teaspoons ground 
cinnamon and 2 drops 
of vanilla extract. Then 
refreeze - super easy!
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gingerbread 

pancakes

christmas treats

tips... 
 Pour your pancake mix into metal 
gingerbread men cookie cutters in the pan 
for something fun or stick with old fashioned 
circles - piled precariously high then drizzled 
with maple syrup or toffee sauce and 
cinnamon flavoured icecream.

Perfect for Christmas breakfast! We also 
love to eat these in winter topped with 
toasted marshmallows straight from the fire!!

ingredients
+ 2 cups self raising flower

+ 2 tablespoons brown sugar

+ 2 tablespoons ground ginger

+ 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon

+ 1 egg
+ 1½ cups milk (buttermilk if you have it)

directions
1. Sift all the dry ingredients together.

2. Give the egg and milk a quick whisk. 

3. Slowly add the egg mixture to the dry ingredients. 

The mix should be quite thick and cake like to make 

extra fluffy pancakes.

4. Fry in butter in a pan on a low heat to your liking.

Three delicious Christmas 
recipes were submitted 
by lovely readers - 
Angeline, Christina & 
Evelin - thank you ladies!

Each one has be tried 
and tested in the tickle 
kitchen - and all get a 
big thumbs up! 

enjoy!

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y 
TA

N
YA

 C
O

LL
IE

R

submitted by Angeline O’day from In Little Houses 
www.etsy.com/shop/inlittlehouses
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chocolate wonders
ingredients

+ 200g dark chocolate
+ 90g butter
+ 50g plain flour
+ ½ tsp baking powder
+ ¼ tsp salt
+ 2 eggs, at room temperature
+ 2 tsp vanilla extract
+ ¾ cup sugar
+ 1 cup white chocolate chips
+ 1 cup craisins

directions
1. Preheat oven to 160 degrees and line 2 large cookie 
sheets with baking paper.

2. Combine the butter and chocolate in a bowl and 
set above a pot of simmering water. Stir occasionally 
until the chocolate and butter is melted. Set aside to 

cool to barely warm. Meanwhile, sift together the flour, 
salt and baking powder into a medium bowl and set 
aside.

3. Combine the eggs and vanilla in a large bowl. With 
an electric hand mixer, beat until combined and then 
add the sugar. Continue to beat until thick, about 
three minutes. 

4. Add the chocolate mixture to the eggs, and then 
with a spatula gently fold in the flour mix. When just 
combined, fold in the choc chips and craisins.

5. Drop tablespoons of batter onto the prepared trays 
leaving room for spreading. Bake for about 12 minutes 
or until the tops appear set and slightly dry and 
cracked. Allow to cool on the trays.

Makes about 30.

submitted by Christina Van Waardenburg
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oat squares
ingredients 

+ 200g salted butter
+ 125g brown sugar
+ 4 tablespoons honey
+ 400g oats

directions 
1. Put the oats into a large mixing bowl.

2. In a large pan, melt the butter, sugar and honey, 
constantly stirring until everything is well mixed and hot 
but not boiling. This only takes a couple of minutes.

3. Add this mixture to your oats and mix very well until 
all the oats are covered and shiny with the mixture. This 
takes another couple of minutes.

4. If you like, you could also mix in some slivered 
almonds or other crushed nuts or sultanas.

5. Spread the mixture, making sure the edges are not 
too thin, (otherwise these will burn) onto a greasproof 
paper lined baking tray approx 38 x 34 cm in size.

6. Bake in 175 C oven for approx. 10 – 20 minutes. 

7. Let cool, then while still slightly warm, cut into desired 
pieces, either rectangles, squares or diamonds, and 
enjoy them with a cup of tea or coffee. If sharing with 
your little one, they might enjoy a glass of milk or hot 
chocolate. Even an iced chocolate or a  banana milk 
shake would taste great with these oat cookies.

tip... If the cookies are not 
baked long enough they will not set 
and stay soft and crumbly and be 
messy. If this happens, you could 
always eat them with a spoon, or use 
them for another recipe - for example 
a trifle or fruit salad or mixed in with 
your muesli or plain yoghurt. 

submitted by Evelin Vordermeier of Mountain Top
www.mountaintop.com.au
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reindeer
treats
STYLING SIMPLY SWEET SOIREES
PHOTOGRAPHY FIELDS & SKIES PHOTOGRAPHY
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For us, Christmas truly is the most 
wonderful time of the year... 
especially since having children. We love to celebrate with 

family and friends and take the time to really enjoy each 

other’s company and the festive season. Little traditions, 

such as leaving milk and cookies for Santa and food for the 

reindeers, are special moments that we remember from our 

own childhoods and now get to relive.

We created this Christmas Eve Children’s Party with the goal 

of keeping the kids happy and busy so that we were able 

to relax and enjoy ourselves at the same time! The biggest 

trick here was to provide activities that were relatively 

mess free and easy enough for little people to do without 

assistance. We’ve learnt over the years that combining 

this idea with some yummy treats means you’re almost 

guaranteed of a stress free occasion.

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Styling and party products Simply 

Sweet Soirees, Photography Fields and Skies Photography, 

Printables Love JK, Gingerbread house and cookies Kate’s 

Cookies, Cupcakes, fudge and white Christmas Cupcakes 

by Caela

For contact details please visit the designer & maker 

directory at the end of the magazine.
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Using simple kraft paper as a tablecloth turned their whole table into one giant colouring in sheet. We marked out place settings in texta and added a checklist at each seat to make sure that no special tradition was forgotten. You can change these to suit your own family rituals. To keep every small person happy we gave them their own coloured pencils (no fighting allowed!) and added some little bags filled with stickers that were easily peeled off by tiny fingers. We added some labels with each child’s initial to mark out their place for an extra special touch. 

Each seat had a little tin pail hamper ready to enjoy with extra printed colouring in sheets, a small wind up Christmas toy, a gingerbread person and some other yummy treats. This meant that little tummies were kept satisfied until it was time for the main meal. We also added to the table a star jar filled with jelly beans and a mini milk bottle with a striped paper straw. Indulgent, yes, but if you can’t lash out at Christmas time, when can you?! The final extra special addition to the table was a small gift for each of our angels to unwrap and enjoy.

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Styling and party products Simply Sweet Soirees, Photography Fields and Skies Photography, Printables Love JK, Gingerbread house and cookies Kate’s Cookies, Cupcakes, fudge and white Christmas Cupcakes by Caela

For contact details please visit the designer & maker directory at the end of the magazine.
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This concept really is easy to do 
yourself and it can be as simple 
as adding the kraft paper and 
colouring pencils to the table or 
you can go all out like we did. 
Christmas is a magical occasion 
and taking a little bit of extra 
time to prepare can make all 
the difference in being able to 
sit back, relax and enjoy the 
special time with loved ones. 
Merry Christmas from our family 
to yours.

We created a Reindeer Food Bar so the children could 

scoop a selection of reindeer treats into their mini tin pails 

to leave outside before bed. We added people friendly 

foods here in case the kids decided to sample the 

reindeer snacks themselves (they did)! Cereals and grains 

such as oats are great options you can use if replicating 

this at home. Santa couldn’t miss out either so we had 

some snacks ready for him too – in our house Santa 

favours beer and nuts, haha.

Last, but certainly not least, was the spectacular dessert 

table featuring the most stunning Gingerbread House. 

Gingerbread is a marvellous treat not only because it 

tastes and looks delicious but because it can be kept 

and enjoyed over an extended period of time. Not one 

piece of that beautiful creation was wasted! Every person 

was certainly satisfied after enjoying such delectable 

White Christmas, cupcakes and white Tim Tam fudge. 

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: Styling and party products Simply 

Sweet Soirees, Photography Fields and Skies Photography, 

Printables Love JK, Gingerbread house and cookies 

Kate’s Cookies, Cupcakes, Fudge and white Christmas 

Cupcakes by Caela

For contact details please visit the designer & maker 

directory at the end of the magazine.
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random 
acts of
 kindness

WORDS TANIA GORANITIS
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We handmaidens are savvy business women. Capable. 
Driven.  Focused. Multi-taskers. Boy, do we work hard. And 
amongst the dedication to our families, homes, friendships, 
jobs and communities, we strive towards our business goals 
with often unwavering determination. 

But we know that sometimes, it’s not sales that we need to 
make. It’s more than orders that we need to do. Sometimes, 
it’s not things that we need to mend.

It’s hopes that we need to make.  

Comforting that we need to do.

Hearts that we need to mend.

And in these times, our community really shines.

In recent years, natural disasters across Australia have brought 
into sharp focus our ability to raise funds and morale. Without 
missing a beat, the leaders in our handmade community 
mobilised people to take action the best way we could - 
selflessly and without hesitation to help others in need, via the 
massive power of social media. So we got sewing, soldering, 
hammering, beading, painting and pasting. We donated our 
time, materials and products to raise funds through auctions, 
or we sent items to those who needed it most; those that had 
lost everything. 

And gee, weren’t we just a little surprised and a bit chuffed at 
just how successful our efforts were? What an overwhelming 
sense of unity, pride and achievement we gained! 

Now with the holiday season approaching, I encourage you 
to once again put some time aside and turn your hand, head 
and heart towards helping those in need. Actually don’t wait 
for the holiday season to come around; or a natural disaster. 
You can give any time.   

Here are some fantastic organisations and charities that 
need your help. This holiday season and all the year through, 
spend some time on your own, in a group or with your family 
to support these deserving causes. Your kindness will yield the 
most beautiful gift of all - the feeling that comes from giving 
selflessly.

1 mum & bub love project
The aim of Mum & Bub Love Project is to give struggling 
Mums and Bubs care packages that have been created 
by loving crafters. Each care package contains a baby 
blanket as well as goodies for bub’s head, feet and 
hands. The items can be made using crochet, knitting, 
sewing or any other craft.

There is more information about Mum & Bub Love Project 
here >>> www.homelealass.com/mum-bub-love-project 

and here >>> www.homelealass.com/2014/10/10/how-
to-make-a-gift-that-feels-good

with the holiday season approaching, why not put 
some time aside and turn your hand, head and heart 

towards helping those in need?
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2 backpacks 4 aussie kids
Backpacks 4 Aussie Kids was created as a voluntary 

project to support children who are placed in foster or 

kinship care. Backpacks and nappy bags are filled with 

essential and personal items for Aussie kids in care to call 

their own; after often being removed from their homes 

with little to no possessions.

Our aim is to provide kids with a backpack with two sets 

of clothes and a set of pj’s, a teddy, a torch and three 

sets of undies. A toiletry pack is included as well as a 

blankie and an activity pack or diary and a storybook or 

novel. Baby and toddler bags are also provided.

We are seeking donations of clothing, essentials, blankets 

and toys.

For more info and to register please  

visit www.backpacks4aussiekids.com.au

3 magic moments foundation
The Basket Brigade program was why Magic Moments was 

created. A small groups of caring Australians learnt of a charitable 

program in the USA that saw likeminded individuals pulling 

together at Thanks Giving to create baskets of food to deliver 

anonymously to families in need. Understanding the power of 

this simple yet effective giving program and knowing that even 

in the lucky country there are families in need of support the 

Magic Moments Foundation was formed to create the very first 

December Basket Brigades.

We currently have 10 Basket Brigade committees around Australia 

that work tirelessly through the year fundraising and collecting 

donations of toys and non-perishable food items. Just before 

Christmas these committees, along with many other volunteers, 

create what is known as Packing Day. On this day the food stuffs 

are packed into baskets, toys are wrapped and then the baskets 

are delivered anonymously to families in need in their communities. 

The Baskets contain food items to create a festive lunch, also 

staple food items for the pantry and age appropriate gifts if 

there are children in the family. The other thing that is included 

is a simple note that says “This is a gift from someone who cares. 

We wish you well and hope that someday you can do this for 

someone else”.

The basket recipients are sourced from grass roots community 

organisations that work with these families on a daily basis and 

understand that they are in need of some support.

The gift of the Basket Brigade is not on in the recipient of the 

basket but also for the volunteers – the act of selfless giving cannot 

be underestimated.

For more details, please visit

www.magicmoments.org.au/basket-brigades/



tickletheimagination.com.au 91

4 pillowcases for  
oncology kids

Brittany was six months old when she was diagnosed 
with a rare GERM CELL tumour. She had treatment for  
three years, and was given a 0.01% survival rate. She is 
now a gorgeous 18-year-old who still has a long way to 
go, but has decided to help put a smile on someone 
else’s face by creating ‘Pillowcases For Oncology Kids’.

She knows how hard it is, and that sometimes you have 
a long road to travel. She also hopes that one day no 
one will have to go through what she has to.

What started out as a small pillowcase drive to collect/
create handmade pillowcases to donate to Oncology 
Kids in hospital has now escalated to something 
she wishes to continue 365 days a year and donate 
pillowcases not only to the hospital where she was 
treated, but hospitals around Australia.

Find out more at  
www.facebook.com/pillowcases4oncologykids

5 tickle helping hand
Imagine the joy we could spread if we each donated just 

a little of our time! tickle helping hand hopes to bring the 

handmade community together to connect with charities 

and help those in need!

This exciting venture will launch in February 2015 as part of 

GivingPlace, an initiative of Good360.

Charities register those things they most need with 

GivingPlace, and each quarter tickle will organise a 

collaborative ‘helping hand’ to help fulfil those wishes. 

Best of all, we will be able to track where our collaborative 

donation ends up and receive updates on how we are 

making a difference!

To find out more and register your interest, please visit  

www.tickletheimagination.com.au/helpinghand

“Only by giving are you able to receive 
more than you already have” 

JIM ROHN
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little lands
meet rachael & little lands
We married at 20 and I could not wait to start my own family after a 
tumultuous childhood. When my third child was in kindergarten I really 
needed more in my life; I had post-natal depression - I needed something 
for me.

We had built our second home and I wanted to decorate it, but was on 
a budget.  I tended to do a lot of op-shopping. My neighbour both had 
babes the same age and spent a lot of time together dreaming up artistic 
endeavours. That led me to making children’s clothes from vintage fabrics 
and running a little business upcycling vintage wares.

We made a tree-change to send our children to a beautiful little school in 
the hills, and then I discovered moss! On one of my op-shop visits I found a 
book published in 1973 on terrariums. I had seen some pictures on etsy of 
these tiny figurines and then decided to make some tiny gardens.

Life was pretty chaotic; my son’s were both diagnosed with autism. I 
needed an outlet. I think I really wanted to climb inside a little land and live 
there. Making terrariums became my therapy - when I began taking them 
to local markets, everyone loved them. 

The feedback and encouragement were the things that kept me going.  
I like to keep it real, and this is no “look at me... I’m an amazing designer 
with loads of experience”... I was a stay-at-home mum going nuts and 
needed an outlet.

I started going to local community markets; my husband who works shift-
work and is often working weekends could not understand why I loved 
heading to market. The children loved it. They got their $10 for the day to 
budget lunch and ‘market money’ to buy themselves a treat. They loved 
watching the wood-turner make wands and bottle stoppers.

A school mum suggested I try doing a pop-up shop at a shopping centre, 
so we contacted Westfield before Christmas 2013. It was amazing - such 
a great response. Then we realised this could become our family business, 
our livelihood.

During this time, we became foster parents, achieving our accreditation 
after a one year process. Our foster child arrived on the eve of our biggest 
design market to date. When she returned to her family, we decided to 
take Little Lands to the next phase and open a shop. It was either open a 
shop, or build a big shed at home. The shop won. Once we committed to 
that, our little possum arrived home again!

WORDS RACHAEL HARLAND LITTLE LANDS | PHOTOGRAPHY RACHAEL HARLAND & JO ELY
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tools of the trade...
I’m a nature lover. So moss is my basic ingredient. It has been a 
learning curve over the last four years to discover the different 
species of moss and those which thrive in a terrarium.

Glassware is also a love of mine. Ultimately I would love to learn 
glassblowing - perhaps at a later date. I often use thrifted glassware - 
however currently we deal with a few select homewares suppliers.

inspired by...
Nature inspires me.  The simplicity and beauty of creation - truly - it 
amazes me and gives me such peace.  

Making terrariums gives me that calm I need in my day to be a 
mumma to four!

Ultimately I think it has been quite intrinsic; it is who I am. I think 
creatively, I see creativity and beauty and patterns in my every day. 
Those patterns and creativity create my calm.

other creative passions...
I’m a gardener!  I love creating and maintaining both an ornamental 
garden and a sensory or vegetable garden.  I also sew, knit, paint, 
weave, crochet... I just need to learn to blow glass and weld!

typical day...
Most days I drop the children at school, then head to the shop. I 
have a studio out the back where I pot my terrariums, and then 
the shopfront that houses them all. The day is spent either chatting 
to customers, potting terrariums or other creative living-art... or 
answering emails which I am not too good with!

lessons learned...
It has been an interesting four months since opening the shop; we have 
had to employ staff  which has been a quick and tight learning curve.

Another challenge has been intellectual property. A zillion people 
make cushions and sew clothes... terrariums apparently have made 
a “comeback”... that was news to me... I just found a book in the 
local oppy!

I have people come into my shop and tell me they are now making 
terrariums and headed to the local market. Good luck to them I 
say; enjoy the learning curve! It took me three years of trial and error 
to define my terrariums. When you are dealing with materials from 
gardening suppliers it is not always easy. I want my products to be 
successful and enjoyable in people’s homes. Terrariums thrive on 
neglect, a traditional terrarium is not a vase with succulents stuffed in 
soil. Terrariums are an encapsulated eco-system. It is very scientific. I 
gasp inside myself when I see ‘terrariums’ on facebook or instagram 
with succulents or pieces of driftwod!
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Nature inspires me. The simplicity and 
beauty of creation - truly - it amazes 

me and gives me such peace.  
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favourite resources...
I had been reading ‘mumma-blogs’ for a few years before I 
opened the shop, but really only connected Little Lands via 
facebook and an online store Down That Little Lane. Then 
instagram took off. I make sure I post daily on facebook. 
Dinnertime seems to be the best time - surprisingly we are all 
perhaps ready to check in with the world at that time of day!

I did a lot of reading, mostly from other stay at home mum 
businesses. My experience in retail before children, teamed with 
our families values, has brought us to where Little Lands is now.

secret to success...
Success for me is perhaps not as the world defines success. We 
are a Christian family. Success to me, to our family, is about our 
moral compass. Are we comfortable in how we treat others, are 
we living by God’s standards? Are we as the Little Lands Family, 
as I put it, doing all we can do in this world to make it a better 
place?

The success of Little Lands is not up to us, I create with a love 
and  passion for what I do. I do this in the hours that my children 
are at school or asleep in bed. We have an extra little possum 
in our home that is such a blessing (our foster child). To me that 
is success, not how many terrariums I make or sell. To know I am 
making a difference in someone’s day or life - that is success.

favourite thing about little lands...
To see the joy and intrigue on our customer’s faces - I love it!  

future plans...
I am thinking I really need to learn how to create amazing glass 
sculptures... and perhaps some iron-work or wood-work is in order.

In the near future though, we are working on some Little Lands 
furniture pieces and I will be investigating air plant art!

find little lands...
+ at Queen Victoria Summer Night Market each 

Wednesday from November 5 to March 25.

+ Shop - 45 Main Road, Monbulk, Victoria, 3783

+ www.littlelands.com.au

+ www.facebook.com/squigglyrainbow
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N A T U R A L 
R E M E D I E S

Shantell Sheard shares her top tips for 
staying healthy during summer and  

surviving the silly season.

Shantell is a registered Chinese medicine doctor and a registered critical care 

nurse. She is very passionate about health and wellness. She is also a very 

talented designer and maker - you can find her at www.missymelly.com
*
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SUMMER TEA
Chrysanthemum is fabulous for digestion and is great to sip 

on while eating. It’s cooling to help you get through the heat 

of an Aussie summer. It’s fabulous for the liver and thus helpful 

in the detox process, as well as helping with headaches and 

improving your complexion.

Honeysuckle is another heat-clearing herb with detox 

properties. 

Both can be found in Asian supermarkets. Chrysanthemum 

on its own would also be very beneficial.

Ingredients
+ 1 teaspoon dry honeysuckle blossoms {Jin Yin Hua}

+ 1 teaspoon dry chrysanthemum blossoms {Ju Hua}

+ 1 teaspoon jasmine green tea

+ 4 cup teapot
 
directions
Add boiling water. Steep for 3-6 minutes. Drink and enjoy 

throughout the day. 

SURVIVING THE 
SILLY SEASON
1 Starting the day with a warm glass 

of water with a big squeeze of fresh 
lemon juice kicks starts our digestion and 
nourishes the liver, helping the detox 
process.

2 As always, eat in season. Summer 
blesses us with delicious watermelon and 
cantaloupe and these can be enjoyed 
at any time.

3 Try and have at least one meat-
free day per week. Cut down sugar, 
coffee and processed foods where you 
can.

4 With all of the Christmas parties, 
barbeques and get-togethers over the 
summer, try to have as many completely 
alcohol free days a week as 
possible. 

5 Wake early and get outside every 
day. Try to rest around midday.

6 Summer is the time our bodies love to 
exercise. Doing this early in the 
morning to avoid the intense heat is best.

7 Summer is the time for joy, so have 
fun. Spend time doing what you love. 
With who you love.

KEEP YOUR COOL
Drinking hot green tea actually cools you in summer. As an antioxidant it’s also great to help us get through the silly season excesses. Also, teas made from chrysanthemum and mint are very cooling.

Adding lemon, lime, mint or cucumber to your drinking water adds a bit of flavour and some cooling properties. Staying hydrated is vital during the hot months. 
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Our initial inspiration for starting Olive Tree was to create 

a handmade art and design market for the artisans of 

Newcastle and The Hunter. Back in 2008 there were so 

few opportunities in the city for this large community. 

Newcastle has really evolved in the years since we 

launched The Olive Tree Market. We are finally on the 

map as a city to visit for cultural reasons. We have 

amazing festivals like Hit the Bricks, the work of urban 

renewal of Renew Newcastle and a mushrooming of 

new small bars, restaurants, cafes, galleries and retail 

outlets. Olive Tree has grown alongside these changes. 

The quality of work at the market is something I’m really 

proud of and working with such a creative community 

is inspiring. I love watching our artists develop their work 

and style and grow into new projects and endeavours. 

The Olive Tree Market is a contemporary hand made 

market, which means that the work on each stall is 

out+about
WORDS BY JUSTINE GAUDRY THE OLIVE TREE MARKET The Olive TreeMarket

created by the artists, designers and makers displaying 

the work on offer. The creators at Olive Tree are truly 

inspiring and create exciting high quality new work 

on a monthly basis. This means the market is always 

growing and evolving on a journey with our artisans. 

Visitors will find everything from: ceramics, illustration, 

designer leather bags and travel accessories, jewellery, 

hand screen-printed home wares, fashion, sustainable 

design, wearable art, photography, painting, organic 

skincare and candles in vintage vessels. We frequently 

have artist demonstrations like live illustration by artist 

Enfante Terribles and hand block screen-printing by 

Miranda Earle. Not to mention our large artisan produce 

section, with delicious goods from some of the region’s 

best gourmet kitchens and food from around the globe. 

Then of couse we have musicians and entertainers who 

perform throughout the day and create the festival 

atmosphere we are known for. 
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meet the makers...
Olive Tree has anywhere between 120 to140 artists and designer at each 
monthly market and more at our yearly Christmas Market which is the 
biggest market of the year. The variety and calibre of the artists, designers 
and makers who are joining Olive Tree is really impressive and the number 
of really interesting applications we receive is exciting. Here are just a few of 
our regular designers and makers...

Canoe Ceramics
Canoe Ceramics is the new endeavour of Wyan McAllister and Kyle 
Rodenby and launched at Olive Tree this year. The makers are long-time 
stallholders and the makers behind Honeybeegoods - a line of gorgeous 
stainless steel jewellery and plywood clocks with quirky designs like flocks 
of birds, deer and cockatoos. Wyan trained as a ceramicist and has gone 
back to her roots to create this beautiful range of home wares. I’m in love 
with their glazes! (images top left and left)

House of Bec
Artist, Bec Stern’s hand stamped vintage silver spoons are created from 
rescued silver spoons that are given a new life with the creative hands of the 
maker and her range of metal work hammers. This is a true artisan endeavor. 
You can find a range of memorable quotes on the spoons displayed on the 
House of Bec stall or Ms Stern can customise spoons and often has requests, 
which are especially meaningful to the customer who has requested them. 
It’s easy to imagine these small works of art will become family heirlooms 
as they frequently relate to occasions like a child’s name, birth date or a 
wedding anniversary. (top right and right)

Nellsdottir
Jayne Flannagan is the artist behind Nellsdottir, a line of contemporary 
jewellery created from clay. Nellsdottir has a very strong aesthetic, striking 
colours and each piece is a wearable piece of art. (bottom right)

Lauren Merrick
Lauren Merrick is an illustrator who creates whimsical illustrations and art 
works. She is also the illustrator of a number of children’s books and was the 
winner of The Olive Tree Market Christmas Poster Competition in 2013. Lauren 
sells a collection of prints of her original watercolour paintings, gift cards and 
a line of wrapping paper featuring her illustrations. (left and bottom left)
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Hush Rumble
Kate Lorking of Hush Rumble works with textiles and handmade 
stamping techniques to produce unique home wares aimed at 
children and the young-at-heart. Her work has a sense of humour and 
playfulness - think pillows in the shape of giant iced vovos and bacon 
& eggs. Her oversized, velvety soft cloud pillows and hand-stamped 
animal cushions are very popular. Kate is inspired by the overactive 
endless imagination of her children and also loves drawing inspiration 
from elements of nature which she like to turn into cartoon-like, soft 
sculptures as seen in her ocean wave or mountain pillows. Its always 
exciting to see what new design Kate will feature every month Olive 
Tree. (images top left and left)

HoutenPlank
Melanie Muddle is the brains behind the gorgeous brand Houtenplank. 
HoutenPlank is the Dutch for ‘wooden board’ and brings together the 
things that Melanie is passionate about - family, her heritage and food - 
and a desire to create beautiful, functional home wares. Designed with 
function in mind, the range of planks not only showcases the beauty 
of food, but also provides a practical kitchen tool that ultimately brings 
people together. (images bottom left and bottom right)

Geordie Malone of Hide & Seeker
Geordie Malone’s unsuccessful quest to find a good leather belt and 
wallet for himself led to him borrowing leather-working tools from a 
friend, buying some skins and making his own. Five years down the 
track Geordie is a regular stallholder at The Olive tree Market with his 
range of beautiful leather accessories, bags and wallets for men and 
women. Geordie sees working in leather as being similar to working with 
other raw material like wood and steel. He loves the unique grain of 
each skin and the versatile flexibility and stretch of the product. Much 
of his work centres on commissions, which Geordie likes as each new 
item means learning new techniques and styles as no two items are the 
same. Furthermore he says that this means he has new skills to make 
creations for his own collection. (images top right and right)
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exciting changes...
Our home for the last six years has been the beautiful grounds of The 
Junction Public School in Newcastle. However, next year Olive Tree 
will begin an exciting new chapter and will move to a permanent new 
home in Civic Park, Newcastle. This means we will be right in the centre 
of Newcastle’s Cultural Precinct. We will be surrounded by Newcastle 
Art Gallery, the Conservatorium, Civic Theatre and a new campus of 
Newcastle University as well as the Darby St Village, which has fantastic 
independent retail boutiques, cafes and restaurants. 

Having a new space gives the opportunity to really put fresh energy into 
Olive Tree. Plans include new branding, lots of new ‘set dressing’ (with 
some of it being specially created by our makers), as well as more space 
and more room for special zones like music and workshop areas. We 
really like visiting the market to be an experience, more of a festival than 
a straight market.  I’m generally looking forward to really being creative. 
We are also going to collaborate with the surrounding cultural institutions 
so there will be some special surprises on that front. 

invitation to designers...
We always encourage talented creatives to apply online on our website. 
We accept applications from Newcastle but also regional areas and 
Sydney. We even occasionally have amazing travellers schedule a 
stopover in Newcastle specifically so they can take part in one of our 
market dates.

I particularly encourage emerging artists and designers to apply. It’s 
really important to support young artists. Don’t be scared if you’ve never 
done a market. Strong interesting work speaks for itself!

dates for next year...
The Olive Tree Market is held on the first Saturday of the month. We 
operate more frequently in the lead up to Christmas and take the month 
of January off. 

Dates for 2015: February 7th + March 7th + April 4th + May 2nd + June 6th 
+ July 11th + August 1st + September 5th + October 3rd + November 7th 
+ November 21st + December 5th + December 19th

don’t forget - next year you  
               will find us at Civic Park
The Olive Tree Market
E: enquire@theolivetreemarket.com.au
W: www.theolivetreemarket.com.au
Like us on:  facebook | Follow us on: Instagram | Follow us on:  twitter

above: 4 Leaf Clover
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cute calendars
With new year just around the corner, 

it’s time to get a gorgeous new calendar. 

Here’s three of our favourites!

free printable!
Kelsie, from K Gets Organised, hand painted her 
own water colour borders and fused that with 
her favourite font Futura to create this gorgeous 
calendar!

And...it’s free for you to download! 

Visit www.kgetsorganised.wordpress.com to get yours 
today!

photographic art
This beautiful calendar features photographs 
by Michelle, from Avonlea Photography. Each 
month has a different image and, once the 
month has ended, you have a lovely print to 
display, frame or use in craft/cardmaking. 
The calendar can be displayed in many 
ways - on a small easel, hung with twine and 
pegs, pinned to a noticeboard or hung on the 
fridge with magnets. 

$20 (plus shipping) 

Avonlea Photography
www.madeit.com.au/AvonleaPhotography

work of art
A stunning Inaluxe artwork for every month of the year. 
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled and carbon 
neutral paperstock! $24.95. Available from Earth 
Greetings. www.earthgreetings.com.au
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next issue
ISSUE 19 | CELEBRATIONS 2015 

out March 5, 2015

IMAGE: 

PHOTOGRAPHY CJ WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY 

WWW.CJWILLIAMSPHOTO.COM.AU 

STYLING BE BOUTIQUE EVENTS  

WWW.BEBOUTIQUEEVENTS.COM.AU 
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a collection of artworks and creations inspired by travel
COMPILED BY TANYA COLLIER

gallery wall

THIS PAGE (from top, L-R) 
‘Not all those who wander are lost’ by Hannah 
Katarski of Mermaid’s Coin, ‘Girl in the green door’ 
(acrylic on wood) by Gill Cordiner, ‘Wherever you go, 
go with all your heart’ by Love a Rhino, ‘If I had one 
wish’ by Ali J, ‘My Australian Childhood Memory Map’ 
by Anne Gee (2012) of annabella67, ‘Be An Explorer 
Of The World ‘ by JJ St James of Merci Merci

Please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of 
the magazine for contact details  



THIS PAGE (from top, L-R) 

‘Not All Who Wander are Lost’ by Love a Rhino, ‘Reach 
for the stars’ by Wholehearted, ‘flying bird brooches’ by 
Ilkay Dere of art of mud, ‘Eat well travel often by where is 
alex, ‘Red Umbrella’ by Oli Johannesson of Art by Olafur, 
‘A Christmas Journey’ by Roxyoxy

Please visit the designer and maker directory at the end of the 
magazine for contact details  
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Craft Bound is the brainchild of a West Australian girl who saw an 
opportunity to bring together like-minded crafty adults to share ideas, 
learn new skills and, most importantly, have fun while doing so.

Craft Bound’s mission is to provide frequent opportunities for the 
creative people of Perth to learn a variety of crafts throughout the 
year. There are no membership fees or long-term commitments, just 
informative, casual and enjoyable craft events on a regular basis.

Through a variety of workshops, master classes, demonstrations, 
guest speakers and meet-ups, Craft Bound will ensure you make new 
friends whilst learning new crafty skills.  All events are held in various 
locations around the Perth metro area where they welcome all 
adults, from complete novices to experienced craft masters.

Mixed media art, calligraphy, screen printing, knitting, polymer clay 
and needle felting are just a few of the workshops coming up at 
Craft Bound.

They also accommodate private group bookings. Whether it’s a 
knitting lesson at a baby shower or a get-together with a group of 
friends for an afternoon of screen printing, Craft Bound is sure to help 
you get your craft on!

Various locations in Perth

WA
0422 972 251
www.craftbound.com.au
www.facebook.com/craftbound
www.instagram.com/craftbound

craft bound1

creativeescapesisn’t it time you connected with your creative side?

tickletheimagination.com.au 109
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sew sista

Sew Sista sewing workshops welcome children 
aged six years and over. In our small classes 
of six, we patiently teach those all important 
techniques: threading a needle, sewing on 
a button, running stitch, not to forget ‘sewing 
safety’. Kids nine years and over can attend our 
machine sewing classes where each student 
learns on a brand new Janome. 

Our classes are project based and everyone gets 
to finish their creation to take home as well as a 
complimentary mini sewing kit on their first visit. 
Sewing is a terrific and worthwhile skill to have in 
your toolbox of abilities. 

3 locations in Brisbane:
 + Side Street Vintage (Bulimba)
 + Mama’s Home (Windsor)
 + Treazure Crafts (Brighton)

QLD

www.sewsista.com.au

2 jane davenport

Jane Davenport leads her outstanding ‘Escape Artist’ art 
retreats all around the world. In 2015 and 2016 trips are 
planned for Paris, Bali, Italy and Mexico City (Viva Frida!). 

Each Escape Artist is inspired by her surrounds and 
innovative creative instruction designed to stretch artistic 
boundaries and grow individual style. 

2015 sees the first week long retreat in Byron Bay, centred 
at ‘the Nest’, Jane’s fabled home and studio.  Yoga with 
Jane’s personal instructor and water-colour Journaling at 
Jane’s favourite Byron Bay haunts are features. Weekend 
workshops led by Jane Davenport and a program of 
visiting international Mixed Media STARtists is planned 
for the year as well as ‘Mentor Retreats’ where you stay 
with Jane in her guesthouse and have the full run of her 
knowledge and art studio. 

For those unable to travel, Jane also teaches her 
wonderful workshops online.

worldwide

Visit janedavenport.com/calendar for the full calendar

3
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crafty artery

Ever wanted to learn how to effectively use crackle 
paint, texture medium, masks, stencils and gelli printing? 
Then Crafty Artery mixed media workshops are for you. 

Each workshop focuses on one technique at a time and 
is ideal for those who love card making, scrap booking 
or art journalling. 

Over the course of the workshops you will learn how to 
combine these mediums into a single composition and 
create your own beautiful art journal.  

Separate children’s craft classes - held every second 
Saturday and during school holidays - focus on paper 
mache, weaving, salt dough and experimenting with 
colour and media.

All materials are provided in the workshops so all 
you have to do is turn up with your creativity and 
enthusiasm!

Adult classes are run every second Saturday for three hours.

Sutherland Shire  

NSW
www.craftyartery.com
info@craftyartery.com
ph: 0433403633

4
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in lusciously-styled scenes of pure whimsy and indulgence, 
featuring ideas for entertaining, homemaking and personal 
style. Hankering for heart-thumping recipes, styling, fashion 
and beautiful spaces all in one tome? Voilà.

Tea and Sugar Christmas 
by Jane Jolly, National Library Publishing, $24.99 RRP
Kathleen is eagerly awaiting the Christmas Tea and Sugar 
train. Carrying a load of heart-warming tea and sugar to 
remote outback stations, the train also carries an extra 
special treat for Christmas… a jolly, gift-bearing fellow 
to delight the local kids. Featuring breathtaking foldout 
illustrations by the illustrious Robert Ingpen, this book is a 
celebration of the childlike joy and anticipation of Christmas. 

Maggie’s Christmas 
by Maggie Beer, Lantern, $49.99
Sunshine, family and great flavours combine to typify the great 
Aussie Christmas, Maggie-style—outdoors and active, sea-
fresh and herby, with that delectable cross-culture this ‘home 
cook’ is renowned for. Recipes cross the great cultural divide 
from crab and figs to dukkah, gruyere and goose—and menus 
cover the full season from pre-Christmas drinks to New Year’s 
Day Lunch. 

How to Decorate 
by Shannon Fricke, Lantern, $39.95 RRP 
Shannon Fricke is the mistress of effortless styling and in this 
gorgeous creation, she takes us on a journey of design self-
discovery. Essentially a workshop in paper form, this beautifully-
designed book showcases stunning rooms from Shannon’s 
own home and others, offering tips on colour, fabrics, floors, 
flowers and more. Perfect for house-lovers keen to unravel their 
own interior design story. 

Let’s Eat Raw 
by Scott Mathias, New Holland, $29.95 RRP 
Clean-eating and raw food has a health, vitality and disease-
prevention focus, and author Scott Mathias provides a clear, 
concise and utterly tempting way to overhaul the body, heart 
and mind with food. Delights include hot-and-sour Thai soup, 
sweet potato pesto linguine and lime pie with berries. With 
notes on the raw food philosophy and essential ingredients, 
healthy new year’s resolutions are assured. 

Food Fashion Love 
by Fleur Wood, Lantern, $59.99 RRP 
In her follow up to Food Fashion Friends, fashion designer Fleur 
Wood has created another masterpiece of beautiful living. An 
impossibly gorgeous feast for all the senses, readers will delight 

REVIEWS TANIA McCARTNEY KIDS BOOK REVIEW

on our 
bookshelf

Tania McCartney is an author, illustrator, 
editor and founder of the 52-Week Illustration 
Challenge and Kids’ Book Review, one of the 
most respected children’s literary sites on the 
web.  

For more children’s book reviews, visit 
www.kids-bookreview.com

http://www.mybookcorner.com.au/listings/594-owl-know-how.html


tickletheimagination.com.au 113

just stitch it
Just Stitch It with Hammered Leatherworks. Our DIY kits bring together modern 
designs using traditional techniques. Whether you are following our written 
instructions or perhaps sewing along with the video tutorials you can make heirloom 
quality leather goods you will want to keep. Hammered Leatherworks is bringing new 
craft adventures to your doorstep, everything you need is in the box!

www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au | facebook.com/hammeredleatherwork

CreativiTea Kits!
This gorgeous dreamcatcher is just 
one of the fantastic new range of DIY 
CreativiTea Kits now available from 
Free Range Living. 

For more details and to purchase,  
visit Free Range Lliving online at  
www.freerangeliving.co, or instore  
at 20A Flora Street, Kirrawee, NSW 

Phone 0404 933 089 

christmas ribbons
A gorgeous new selection of Christmas 
ribbons are now available at Ribbons 
Galore! With a focus on fun, fresh ribbon 
designs you are sure to find the perfect 
embellishment for your creative project.

www.ribbonsgalore.com.au

handmade sweetness 
Maisie May finds contemporary beauty in 
recycling the past.  Drawing on inspiration 
from vintage or reclaimed fabrics comes 
a beautiful range of handmade cuddling 
toys, kimono flower hair clips and children’s 
clothing that all make wonderful gifts.  

www.maisiemay.com.au

sweet calico
Whimsical, handmade creations.

Ranging from dolls and dollhouses to 
tote bags and phone covers. All designs 
are our own and are all completely 
handmade by us in our signature style 
free motion embroidery - used to sketch 
and bring our items to life.

facebook.com/SnugglesandSmiles

hand drawn portraits
Artist John Marshall specialises in lead 
and sepia portraits.

If you have a favourite person or pet 
you would like captured on paper, 
John would love to work with you.

Based in Perth, Western Australia.

www.johnmarshallarts.com

creative marketplace



114 tickletheimagination.com.au

dry the dishes!
It can be never-ending drudgery at the 
kitchen sink. Dry up with some dry wit, and 
hang something good-looking on your 
oven rail afterwards. Ink & Weave tea 
towels are 100% linen and 100% original. 

www.inkandweave.com

creative marketplace

old vintage bike
Old Vintage Bike is an online boutique 
creating handmade clothing and 
homewares for special little Misters 
and Misses. The home of exquisite 
apparel tailored to bring love, joy and 
happiness to the tender beginnings of 
our juniors.

Inspired by old vintage and retro 
classics, each piece of clothing is 
designed and stitched in-house from 
the highest quality fabrics in ‘The 
Studio’. Every item tells the story of a 
whimsical childhood and every mini 
minor has the opportunity to dress up in 
beautiful enchanting designs to match 
their individual character.

www.oldvintagebike.com.au

A collection of creations featuring 
friendly robot Bo-bot and his best friend 
Bing Bird. Each design celebrates the 
friendship of these quirky characters. 

Together they have many adventures.  

Find out more at 
www.facebook.com/bobotandbing

custom icing
CustomIcing.com.au are creators 
of premium edible image cake, 
cookie and cupcake toppers.

Orders received before 6pm are 
shipped the next business day.

Contact us today!

www.CustomIcing.com.au

contact@customicing.com.au

(03) 9974 0552 / 0402 333 291

made by niss
These adorable miniature terrariums will 
delight any lover of fae. Each toadstool 
and fairy home is meticulously handcrafted 
by Niss herself. 

A world of faeries and enchantment awaits 
at Made by Niss. Find her at
www.facebook.com/madebyniss

Inaluxe 2015 Calendar
A stunning Inaluxe artwork for every 
month of the year. 100% post-consumer 
recycled and carbon neutral! $24.95. 
Available from Earth Greetings 

www.earthgreetings.com.au
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designer and maker directory

We love handmade. 

The Handmade Cooperative brings you 
the latest products out in the handcraft 
marketplace, so that you can put together a 
look for your child; be it fashion, accessories, 
room decor, toys and more. 

Visit www.handmadecooperative.com.au

4 Leaf Clover www.4leafclover.com.au

Ali J www.alijart.com.au

Ana, ma Petit Tresor www.facebook.com/AnaMaPetitTresor

annabella67 www.annabella67.com

Apple&Soda www.madeit.com/AppleandSoda

Art by Olafur www.artbyolafur.com 

art of mud artofmud.com

Avonlea Photography  
www.madeit.com.au/AvonleaPhotography

Blossom & Cat www.blossomandcat.com.au

Bubby Makes Three www.madeit.com.au/bubbymakesthree

Caitlin’s Crafty Creations www.caitlinscraftycreations.com.au

Canoe Ceramics www.facebook.com/canoeceramics

Coco and Moose www.madeit.com.au/cocoandmoose 

Cookie Dough Biscuits www.cookiedoughbiscuits.com.au

Craft Bound www.craftbound.com.au

Crafty Artery www.craftyartery.com

Cupcakes by Caela www.cupcakesbycaela.com.au

Deanna Whyte Photography www.deannawhyte.com.au

Earth Greetings www.earthgreetings.com.au

fACEtography www.facebook.com/facetography

Fields & Skies Photography www.fieldsandskies.com.au

Fleur Envy www.fleurenvy.com

Geordie Malone www.geordiemalone.com

Gill Cordiner www.gillcordiner.com

Glass Rainbows www.madeit.com.au/glassrainbows

Hammered Leatherworks  
www.hammeredleatherworks.com.au

Harlequin Fox www.harlequinfox.etsy.com 

Her Handpicked Harvest www.herhandpickedharvest.com.au

Hot Fudge www.madeit.com.au/HotFudge

House of Bec www.etsy.com/shop/houseofbec

HoutenPlank www.houtenplank.com.au

Iggy Little www.iggy.com.au

Inaluxe www.inaluxe.com

Jane Davenport www.janedavenport.com

Joe Joe & the Teddy Bear  
www.joejoeandtheteddybear.com.au

Just Dot www.justdot.com.au

K Gets Organised www.kgetsorganised.bigcartel.com

Kate’s Cookies www.facebook.com/KatesCookies

Lauren Merrick www.laurenmerrick.com

Le Petit Macaron www.lepetitmacaron.com.au

Lisa B jewellery www.lisabjewellery.com.au

Little Chicken Handmade  
www.madeit.com.au/littlechickenhandmade

Little Chiyo www.littlechiyo.com

Little Lands www.littlelands.com.au

Love a Rhino www.lovearhino.bigcartel.com

Love JK www.lovejk.com.au

Made with Love Cards & Crafts  
www.madewithlovecardsandcrafts.com.au

Marjorie Handmade www.marjoriehandmade.com

Merci Merci www.mercimerci.etsy.com

Mermaid’s Coin www.mermaidscoin.com

Milk & Cookies www.milkandcookies.com.au

Missy Melly www.missymelly.com

Molly and Mama www.MollyandMama.com.au

Mozzie & Mac www.madeit.com.au/mozzieandmac

Nellsdottir www.facebook.com/nellsdottir

Nezuki www.nezuki.com

Oh Veronica www.ohveronica.com.au

One Thimble www.onethimble.com.au

Patricia Fernandes Ceramics www.patriciafernandes.com.au

Petite Bijou www.petitebijou.com.au

Pollykinz Designs www.pollykinzdesigns.com.au

Red Parka www.redparka.com.au

Resinating www.facebook.com/Resinating

Roxyoxy www.roxyoxy.com.au

Sally and Jane www.sallyandjane.com.au

Sew Sista www.sewsista.com.au

Signature Prints www.signatureprints.com.au

Simply Sweet Soirees www.simplysweetsoirees.com.au

Spiritfire Designs www.spiritfiredesigns.com

Starzyia www.starzyia.com

Ted and Toot www.tedandtoot.com.au

Teddy & I www.madeit.com.au/TeddyandI 

The Faraway Tree facebook.com/farawaytreecreations

The Silver Lining Blog www.thesilverliningblog.net

The Strawberry Thief www.thestrawberrythief.com.au

Violet + Rose www.violetandrose.bigcartel.com

Where is Alex www.etsy.com/au/shop/WhereisAlex

Wholehearted www.wholehearteddesigns.com.au

Zinnia Floral Designs www.zinniafloraldesigns.com.au
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While it comes 
with wonderful 
flexibility and 
freedom there are 
certainly downsides 
to working from 
home. It can be 
isolating and 
downright lonely 
at times, but I find 
the hardest part is 
staying motivated 
when you just aren’t 
in the mood.
Going to work and answering to a 
boss has a way of forcing you into 
action, so how do you get over the 
malaise and show up, day after day, 
when you are only accountable to 
yourself?

I find these 7 simple tips help to keep 
me motivated and on-task even 
when I’d rather be doing something 
(anything) else. 

1. get Showered, get Dressed
I’ll be the first to admit I LOVE wearing my PJs 
all day. In fact, it is one of my favourite things 
about working from home, but I still need to 
get up, get showered and get dressed. 

On the days when I am feeling very BLAH 
about the work at hand I do, however, get 
dressed into a new clean pair of PJs.

This inspires me to work hard because it 
reminds me why I do what I do, it’s about 
the freedom it gives me.

You might find more motivation in getting 
dressed as if you were heading to the 
office. Feeling ready for your work day, 
even donning heels and make-up could 
be the thing that lights your spark.

Find what works for you and use your attire 
to boost your mood.

2. set up a designated work area
As much as you might be restricted by 
space - I know I spent years working from 
the dining room table and the kitchen 
bench - it is great to set up a designated 
work space if you can. 

Even a desk in the spare room or the 
corner of your bedroom where you can 
go to do your emails and your bookwork 
can be really helpful. If you need to take 
up family space to get stuff done it adds a 
whole other excuse why it might be easier 
to just not work.

3. move around the house
As great as a set space can be, it 
can also help get your creative juices 
flowing to move to a new location. I 
have a wonderful office space now but 
I find around mid-afternoon when my 
enthusiasm is dropping, a change of 
location can get me back in the game.

Find a table outside, move your desk to the 
other side of the room, or even take the 
laptop and sit on the couch for a while. 

4. take Breaks and stick to them
Instead of trying to multitask your day, 
eating at your desk and taking in your 
favourite TV show while you work, you 
need real breaks in your day. Stop and 
walk away from your desk while you eat 
lunch, read a magazine or sit outside for a 
while. Take a proper break, even if it is only 
10 – 15 minutes.

If I am feeling under the pump and am 
working long busy days I find a 30 minute 
nap in the middle of the day can make 
all the difference, while you might simply 
need a quick walk to the park and back.

5. connect with other people
Whether it is a quick phone call to a 
friend, a coffee date or a chat online, 
connecting with real people will make 
your day easier and more productive.

Sure, too many coffee dates means 
you get no work done, but jumping on 
the phone to a client instead of writing 
another long email will save you time and 
pep you up.

6. work even when it’s tough
There’ll be days where you just don’t want 
to play anymore or despite all efforts you 
just don’t feel productive. Showing up and 
getting SOMETHING done will help keep 
you moving forward. 

Train yourself to do some work anyway, 
even if it is a little odd job from the bottom 
of your list. Instead of packing it in and 
giving up for the day, edit three photos, 
answer one email or list one new item in 
your store. 

Accomplishing one task will encourage 
you to do one more, then one more.

7. take days OFF
It is easy when work is in the next room to 
just do a bit while the kids are napping 
on a Sunday afternoon, but try and allow 
yourself at least one day each week totally 
free from work. You deserve a break.

If you have ideas on your day off, jot them 
down in a notebook and address them 
when you get back to work.  It does the 
brain good to switch off and slow down.

Allowing yourself real time away will mean 
you are much more enthusiastic and 
productive come your next work day.

Working from home can be tough and we 
all know some days are tougher than others. 
Figure out which of these tips helps you the 
most, as well as any other actions that keep 
you motivated. Be aware of them so you 
know what you need to do on the days that 
make you want to stay in bed.

As Woody Allen wisely said “Eighty percent 
of success is showing up”.

7 ways to stay motivated 
when working from home

ELLE ROBERTS, MULTI PASSIONATE CREATIVE, BUSINESS COACH AND MARKETING STRATEGIST, DREAMER, WRITER, SPEAKER AND MORE WHO 
LOVES WORKING WITH OTHER CREATIVES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR BUSINESS AND THE PURSUIT OF THEIR DREAMS. www.elleroberts.me
ELLE IS ALSO THE FOUNDER OF THE ARTFUL BUSINESS CONFERENCE. 

business 
toolkit:

WORDS ELLE ROBERTS
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why can't people find my awesome stuff online?

am i charging too much? or maybe too little?

should i even bother with pinterest or instagram?

why doesn't
everyone know 

about it?

make awesome
stuff!

do you let
everyone know?

you howbut

www.mrsjonesandme.biz

I'll show you what you
need to get your stuff

out there so you've got
time to make more!

m a k e r s
m a k e

strategic marketing, pr,
media & advertising

plus business
mentoring for

creatives and makers

i t a k e
c a r e o f
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